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Is the Ethical Commonwealth a Transformation
of the Highest Good?

Airi Nakano

This article examines the notion of the ethical commonwealth (EC)
in Kant's Religion within the Boundaries of Mere Reason (Religion).
EC is usually interpreted as a non-religious transformation of the no-
tion of the highest good (HG), ie. as a secular community within
which we improve ourselves in order to obtain virtue and happiness
of the highest degree. Yet, this interpretation does not cohere with
the text of Religion.

However, comparing EC with the notion of the supreme good (SG),
it turns out that EC is rather a religious variation of SG. Further-
more, focusing attention on the role of a church and a holy scripture,
it is indicated that a church and a holy scripture provide us means
for progress toward the realization of EC by purifying the underly-
ing religion in the direction of a rational religion. In addition to this,
the realization of EC has a specific function in Kant's whole ethical
theory ie. it is a possibility condition for hoping for the realization of
HG.

The results indicate that EC also reveals an often overlooked so-
cial or community dimension of Kant's ethics.
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ZeF: Zum ewigen Frieden.

10.

TRk

DiCenso, James J. Kant: Religion Within the Boundaries of Mere Reason: A
Commentary. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Moore, A. W. Noble in Reason, Infinite in Faculty: Themes and Variations
in Kant's Moral and Religious Philosophy. New York: Routledge, 2003.
Palmquist, Stephen R. Comprehensive Commentary on Kants Religion
Within the Bounds of Bare Reason. John Wiley & Sons, Incorporated, 2015.
(Ebook)?.

Payne, Charlton and Thorpe, Lucas, ed. Kant and the Concept of
Community. New York: University of Rochester Press, 2011.

Pogge, Thomas W. “Kant on Ends and the Meaning of Life." In Reclaiming
the History of Ethics: Essays for John Rawls, edited by Andrews Reath,
Barbara Herman and Christine M. Korsgaard, 361—87. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1997.

T—VL¥ b, oyt [y PBUREFOMEE], v v R - XA F =i,
BRI, BRI RUE, 1987

— W, M [PeRimaEiEs], FUEEE, 2016

A, R (B9 5 omEFEAM], Al ERFEE, 2008,

By ==, E [y boEJEEFE], MhEi: wan T mHFE
R, AT HERE, 1986.

Web

Pasternack, Lawrence and Rossi, Philip, “Kant's Philosophy of Religion” ,
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2014 Edition), Edward N.
Zalta (ed.), URL = (https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2014/entries/
kant-religion/).

(110)



" O 1434

RN A B ) S e Y e A X i A S AR VNI L 1)) Sl b AR X))
Thb, SR L THELET,

(111)



