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Is Berkeley an Outsider of ‘British Empiricism'?:
A Reappraisal in the Context of
the Experimental Philosophy in Dublin

Yasuaki Nakano

The historiographical category of British empiricism’ consisting of
Locke, Berkeley, Hume, has been frequently attacked as a ‘myth’. In
particular, the traditional view of Berkeley as the philosopher con-
necting Locke and Hume has been called into question. This paper
reconsiders Berkeley's place in the canon in terms of a broader intel-
lectual context in which the traditional association of Locke and
Berkeley may be restored.

The key term in my reappraisal is ‘experimental philosophy’.
Starting from Stephen Gaukroger's recent suggestion that Locke’s
empiricism is best interpreted as a philosophical refinement of the
seventeenth-century experimental philosophy, I argue that Berkeley
can be seen from a similar perspective. While Gaukroger denies con-
tinuity between Locke and Berkeley, I oppose this assessment by
highlighting Berkeley's connection with the Dublin Philosophical So-
ciety (DPS). I suggest that the dissemination of experimental philos-
ophy from England to Ireland provides important background to the
Locke-Berkeley connection. Then I will look at how William Moly-
neux, the founder of the DPS, saw Locke's achievement; he observed
in the Dioptrica Nova that the Essay provided a new logic signifi-
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cantly advanced by the experimental method. Lastly, I argue that
Berkeley's New Theory of Vision can be read as a practice of exper-
imental philosophy. I will observe that Berkeley's New Theory,
which uses the language analogy as the general explanatory frame-
work, is an application of Locke's semiotic study of ‘the understand-
ing’ to the case of vision. And by looking at his treatment of the Bar-
rovian case, [ will clarify how his study of vision follows the method
of experimental philosophy.
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WY L7258, 2 EREORBRINFEZ @ L THRE FOBENHE

(65)



IN—7

V=l A ) ARG O Fi A

JFELOZ UL JeF BT ORMFER RO KM L %2, BN 2Tl
TLZEEHREIZTANLTHA.

NEYRZNIETT A NSFE, F-E) 22— 5D TZIFANRTY
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D—RBIFRTTRZL LV, HEROBUENZ R ZOZEILIZ DOV TIERT
W5, (2) 1F, N=2)—-HA0FEH, ThbLbLRENKEEEE,NS, &
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COTFHENL XA e B TEMICREEBE SN S FHFE (matter of fact) & —
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Oz EEEN, ATV NTURETTRATANT Y FELELT)
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bbb EESHIE TV v —HN—2 ) —IZLTOAR, Fbk
g LGOI L% EH L L THEROBIGIEMIRICE EoEZ ) & L
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Hoppen 1970; Barnard 1972, 1974; Breuninger 2014; Hemmens 2015; Hunter

2015. o0, EFEL, BEEMROSESIE- Th Y, MEFEfe &b

{2 Hoppen 2008 24 ST 4. EDOHIERHLEZRE L T2 Dl 5
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FYA-EYZa—F, AT S CHPORy 7 L 1684410 HIla o7

Simms 1982, p. 51. F 725l & FEEIC 1692 4E L a0 v 7 L FHffixdb L, EX
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Fat—ix, M= T4 ALy VEFERTHY, 1640 FREFES SN
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B R 1699 405 1710 £ TH D, 1700 FIZ AFE L 73— 2 ) — 13k
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(Mark) | & LCiEBND (1487). k) ZBis=G v miE, i

Ayers 1991, vol. 1, partl, chapter 7 % LT\ 5.

P8 1966; Serjeantson 2008; Anstey 2012.

Molyneux 1688; Molynuex 1692, Part 1, pp. 105-6, pp. 113-21, Part 2, pp. 211-3.

Hoppen 2008, vol. 1, pp. 335-97.

N ZZTE) [HEHE (principle) ] 1%, RFE XS NE. [HERAFH] Tk
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