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Does Fundamental Physics Eliminate Biology
from the Field of Basic Science?
From consideration of explanation in molecular biology

Tomoko Ishida

Abstract

Can all biological phenomena be explained only by fundamental
physics? If this reductive project succeeds, biology can be eliminated
from the field of basic science. One standard way to accomplish this
project consists of two stages: first, physico-chemistry explains all bi-
ological phenomena (1st-stage), then fundamental physics, especially
quantum physics, explains physico-chemical phenomena (2-stage).
In this model of reduction, molecular biology seems to play an essen-
tial role in the first stage. Is this model of reduction plausible? If mo-
lecular biology needs non-physical setups for explanation, the answer
is “no”. Then, reduction fails, so biology is autonomous. In this paper
I explore whether there are such setups in molecular biology. I'll ar-
gue that there are such setups. In molecular biological explanation,
such non-physical setups, knowledge concerning higher system
(higher than molecular mechanism, like heart) and evolution, is
needed. At present, thus, there seems to be no realistic way to elimi-
nate biology.

* BEERAAARF A H M E E-mail ishida.tmk@gmail.com
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1. FL®IC

[EAENEZIL > THADODSW LB R 2 FHWAT 5] &) #i,
Vo VOB FBERTFHICEGE I TnE, 2ot RaEIT 70
Ty FHARBIER S NBEIE, BB O TR PRI SR E A
EZHIBEIIIE TRV 2l nb. oL, BEottos
B—A Y E AL, HERRRY, HARE R E—d Ak, HEEEMPEAEC
Lo THETRELDDOERDIESL S . 1205, 20L& ik, A4
ICEID I BDELIP? ZOMWICEBEEZLZ LI LY. Zofit
ROEEDZHRIIFEFIILEICD-oTBY, 21620 FMOH D
A THornbl LoT, AHTIFEEEREL, EGBHR (F034
W) AP —L ) bR FF—0OBRERS . Thbb, &
T OGS IEENWI T X - GRICWICHH SN L FLARIEH 5D
2 LV EEEZ TV B LINDSARYIZHTRETH 5742 51F, &Y
FALFBEIIIARET, WETERZ DL RS,

s, AME e FEOTEG OIS, AYFIIAEN RFTH
HETETHIHEDLVD, WHIZIIUL, EGHEZR) NCERLTE
A MBS S Y, AmBIR R - FT B BIIZEw AR
PRV K oT, AT EENEAI Lo TR SRTLES
17w,

ZNTIE, ELLDFVEREINRYTHLDIEL)M? KT
[TRTCOEMBHRE LI FZORL > THPT L] L) BT
OV z7 MOWKEBHTHILE2BLUT, TOMWVIZE RV, 20K
WL DO TFEMETH D, GFEWTFIL, WHERILF LAY

Voo ki, AGHKERRAMAOFENN DL, ) 2 20T L ERE
L, 72z 20RO TONEPERNWIEIIORGES> Tz L
T, EGBREHMN - B3 572012 ii%% HBEOHENPLEE EIND,
Ly EBRE LT, [HEME! 2v)5E CCTIEHE L 72w,
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EOLR BRI LTWE B2 KEITIE, ARTHESNTWLE
TEOERFFHIC OV T LS. 3EHTIE, AWFo HE & b
WCRHICER U %, 48T, S TAEWENHBOG 28 LT, &Y%
FHEENTH L Z L 2RT.

2. [Ex] OBk

(&) L\vwoakld, BUE, MAZERTHEHINTWS. ZOHTI,
[TRNCOEMBASLEEFENYEFZOHM L > THMAT ] L) &L
0¥z MIBIFS [&IL) 25, E0L) REHEOLDOT, E0 X)) R
BERODOD % MHEIAERE L 72\,

=12, KT OIFFFRNLHETH L. 2% s6, Zo®It7Tu
Vs bOTHEEMD 281 [Hr REGHEECPHEL TV 20
B, TEABIGII AL 2L > THETRRTH 207 ] EEvo
T & R R BARA D B 0 5 72

Brigandt and Love (2012) 12 X AU, AW B 5 308k 2 @i,
FLEG 3% T (theory reduction) & #tBHAY 3 IC (explanatory reduction)

RS NS, HEmEICIE, Nagel (1961) HIZ Lo TERfLs Nz
DTHY, HmHORHWBERICESSHTONTWE, BHIZEY &,
X0 AR R SMOMERAFREIIGER SN S L &, HiE ORI
BEERILLIZEWDNS., — ORI TIE, HEHE ORISR
BEEH I TV RV, 2, HAFEMATICL o TS Wb H
KRXAN =X b, BEmO—H7 LR BITIICHIL &9 &3 5RADBHR
Thb. KmoREE LTW201E, BRI X2 EaBROBETT
WHHOT R TH ), MM oOmBW 2ERTEZY. Ko, MEE
7o TV B DIEHBNEITTH S 2

2R [ RTOEGHSEDEBHWIEAC L > THMTE D42 61F, EY
FEBMICEAE R DL L] ZE25bbhs L), KToidkmiEH
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FTRCOAEGHR % MW FEO A L > THWT 5 2 & TEYFEZ
HEL LD ET2RAE, BN EITORTE 2% ) EWEEICE T
b, %S, ZoTuYrs bEEEL, EMFEEBEET L0100,
e Gy B A LRI & ) 2 Gt D A SRR (Feus L) T
R bDICT2ULERH L0572 b LEIWEHASIH MR DIl &
F0, BSIICEWFIE OBEES THGES 7 51X, BRI
v,

FNTWE, ZOBmNEEIETOY 27 MIED L) ISHED SN DR
FEELEEERT-TEEZEZONTOEHHO—DI2, FTFENFDV S 5.
SRR, WELFENTFER Y, BA REGBRE SR Y
OYHEALEMEE I X > TERRTWICHHAL L LT 2%M5HTH
L. GTEWFE, Zo7aY s MIRPERWEREIR R L TWD K
AR D, TTRTXTOEGMBRAWHEALF & o THIEA I
BEaboLRl), KIZTNTOWHLFHBRAEHENYIEFE—Z DY
G BT NF—OHHTEZ L) 20UE, T XToOAEGHSITFEER
(B O RD SRR R D D L 2 2725 ) o 72 B S
HHIOL) BRI, EENREITETLVO—DTHDL ZOETIVE
BEZ DL, GTEWFAL, AEGBLEEENYEY O L o TRITH
WCHHALE ) ET ARG 7OV 27 OSBRI Hzb L IZh b,
CITIE, oLy hETLTuY s b [EENET IO s M k
R EIZL LS.

STAWHIIBAET T, PN ZRRITE D7 L BRI IEER L
T&7 BFEWFIHA LAGHREOTIZH 55 F A = XL EGE -
LB L T&EE V) TEIEBEBRZLIHFTEITVWRWESLH, F1T

A OB & BEBIR L DI Tk v, 7272, TRTOAMBR AT Y R
FA Lo THHTRE R D DI B L b, EWFO RS EEEN Y 7 O B
ICHICEND Z L IEF CTldz .
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&, BTHEMEN O FREL, EWFNLRST A=A LT TH
L EN/ZE &, EWFEIFEENICERNELRLDERDLDIESL I N ?
Thbbh, STAEREIIEYEENE L, AaBROHBEYESEO &5
PWRALEZTTIERN B LR BDIEA) 2 ?

3. £YFOaRMtEEEE
AW EER 2F M2 L V) FIROBIE, THETITEDOIEITHS
NCxl, oD% i, OEWFOMZERN S TH L AREOEM S,
L, QEWESELLTRE VO MBOEREROZ L, DELLD (B
HEW) 2B LTS (Mayr 2004 &2 ). ZOHEITIE, AL
EWEO BREEICOWTHIEICGH U5 (FRROBEME S 12OV TIIKET T
o). EAGRIPEYFIHAOMRTH 2 LEZ LN ML TH
. 7ok 2AE, HEALERITIT BREIRCEE S EOWEAITREITTE RV
BREEDDH B LR, EEY YIS L 3E S TERRETH D v
e EPHEALEROMBMEORL L L THEIF 5N TS (bid.).
’:f,i%%®ﬁﬁ&%Etﬁwfﬁmﬁﬁéﬁéﬂfwé,kw5
CEIERELEY. BIRIE, BTEHYOHTHL =T T N
&, AEMOFTE AR BRT 57201208, ZOFHESISRI T A=A L%
WA T, ZOTEsEL L2 DOWTHIS 2 & S LBE72, L EiR
LT\w5% 3 (Tinbergen 1963). & 512, #EALEWMHETHLTF KT
A R7Vx yAF—3 b v BlEZE bR R s, EYFIIBY
LAV bbb EHRE RS W, (Nothing in biology makes sense
except in the light of evolution.) ] & #& X T & 2 W\ % (Dobzhansky

S F a4 vN=F UL, BRI R IRES S 2O UTONo0 2 k25
T ALERSHLEEZ. b, BEEERN (FOTE2ELLSEL AT
= AL, EMER (ZOTEOMKRE ThbEELICL > TENIEE SN
HH), BEEN (ZOTEPEMEERO—EOMIZWNIZEET S0), /K
MR (F DTSR S WL L T&72h) TH 5D,
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1973). F7 V% v 2% —0&5i, EWHFE0OH 50 55 FICHELHOR
DHELTVWDLEWVW) ZERRIBL TS, 20L&, HELGHSHEN RS
MAHCTH D% O, EMELENZITHLI LI D729, #EbH
V) BN R EEY. TOEENZEDH 50 55 TFICBWTLEL STwn
5% 61, EYFMBOBER T TR WATEFEEL W &Ik 5
YA

FNTIE, RYEIZZOESRIELVOLESL ) 2?2 RYIZEMFOET
DOFET, #LL V) BEPLEL ENTVWDLDEL I e GTAEYE
&, COBSIIRTLIRBITHL L HICRZL. AiRO@EY, 5 FEYT
&, ERBRE T TRA & v OYELFEREEIC L > CHT 5. 2L C,
B Y H A2 OWIEEENE, #EEOZ LR EEE L THHiTons
FIICHZE. b LARBIHELE V) BlEr S FAEMF ISR RN
L, TSRO LR T a2 RS & > TR
TREDPHPNT VDL EIICHZ D, FTERFEDPTRTOAEGIR T &
THNCHIT 242518, #L (bbAA, EGHRO—HETH L) LI
{LFEORZE > THMEND LI ICRDBEL) . D&, EYHEEeho
HEMEORIM & 7 o T/ bimo BAEIL, S FEYFIC Lo TSN
5. HEALGHILELEFHAT 2 OISR R FMFEH TE R R D057
Bxhic, 4 FEWFIC S e WO BIEALETH 5 7% 51, #ELGwD
WCIXAEYF RO HEEIIHES N L Y 5T AEwE R LTS T
5751, ML E G TEWFIZE > THET L 2 EIARTEEZ A6 725,

VL, CoMGmIEmEMICER SN DI TIE R, EYFIEEEN T R
WEW) EROMEDN S L EAHA L, R EMENHARN 7 L v FEF L
DHEPS LWL DELRDLIZTTHA.

X EMIIE, AT AEWFEICAEYF OO GEOMMSLE L ShTwd &
&, EHMBET IOV 2y MEEKRT 5. AGEHSREWELEIC L > TR
WCEBHIL, AEWFEEETLRADETH HREGTFEWHIC, HEENLIE
TOEYFOHHBDPEITN TN BIE, o7y sy ba5EET 5T
EIXTEZRVHAST,
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4. DPFEPRREVDICERRKRZHRAT S D
4-1 BFEMFHIHRA

GFEDFZED L) ITEMBAREHHAL TR207725 9 . 55 FHEW
L, AT LAV A= AL ORE - itk %2 U C, EmBgr i
L, OIS L) ELTWwE,. ZNTIE, AHZXLEHmh. Ad
ZALEE, FHEOSADLFVETIRTHY, BpZef LI#EE)ICEE S
BB OBRER? O %5, WNERIENENRTE > HEE 2R D,
EORT THWICHAERNTS. AWZALD55FTWIE, INODMAE
VERORERE LTHEL S E

SFEWFICE o TRIBEND AN = XL OREREFIZIE, 08
LKk (DNA, RNA) % EOEEEGFRoSmO A+ v, KRBEL E
DRGFHEDVH L. INOOEKERITENENRE o 72 WEALF R
HrfioTBY), TN OWEPHBERD 5L L WHEEROLT %
JES 5. WIALFREREICIE, 5T OmMER A F v OB % L OBESN
WHE, DFOILFEEEORS 2 EDOTRVF—GME, T ORERE
B ehdsb, INOOWENED X ) IHEREZD S5 T ORHENEH
RRODLDONE, BlEFITCHIAL LS. DNABER A =X 41, DNA
R DNA X7 LFF K, DNARY AT =¥ Enbns, LR % G
L7755 AR DNA 2 BT XA D= AL THDH, HEOK, 1L
THEMHLICR 22 ZK#H DNA O FZNZENoEEICIE, 3ETHHICZ
NoHEIn L Twedb o L[ CHEOEENENENEST S, L 2
I, JTCOAREE DNA OIFEIELH D —F 28 ATCCGTA 72 - 72384, M)y
& TAGGCAT & WH LI ZFE->Tn5b. ZD& X, TR DNA 28T E
JoE, I3RS EFNENT A GG C A TEV)HEEEH-72

6 X B = X LDERIZOVT DML, Machamer et al. (2000), Glennan (2002),
Craver (2007) ZExZHOZ &,
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R LAF RPN, f512id A T,C.C.G T, A &is 7L+
FREREDNADZIDL ) e rhbFEWIE, AL T CkGHKERE
WKLo THWIZHTDERTWEW)IE, T2bEMMIEIC L > TED
L. F LT, AEE, BISEEORESEN R & kD S FE S T
5.

INFETRD &, BFEWFIEMBHS L HEEEZE, WELFIZ L 5T
FHHLE)ETE2RATHLLIICHZ L. 12725, RYI2ZH)THLHDT
Ay UFTE, S TFAEwFHREIICB T, WELF720Th
<, EMFENREBET THORHINTwLEZEEZRLIW. RA v ek
LZORUTOETHL .

1) BFADZALZEMY AT AWNICEIIT SN T ARITIEZ S
2\

(2) FFANZZALDEDL LI E V) Bl 5B ST ud

SRV

12 EMENATLOBERYE

S22, AREITEIGH T, SECHE - Kl S hie—o0 Y 2T A
Thb. FrDERNTIE, TERIERD KRR 2 SIS B R R 2
SRR, AEPEREILL TW D, NGRR HEMERIE, RNEESEE
—EDORBIZH->TWD. TNEDY AT AIFNZENEL o 728G 7%
BREZ > TWVBAY, TWWICHEL TWwh, 728 21F, 1B ROMINE
FThHOUEOMB O—21F, BEMGRLHNSWRIC X o THRETS L
TWwa L, HAEMERCHNTWREHER T 2 M08/ 12 & o TEE

TInsizenen, wiE RN LAY O BEEOBYLICEL TWw b, (1)
1, AREOBMSICHRRH S, (2) 131 55 AEROFIIZHERL T
5.
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NBEMFERLKEG DM NIUE, ErNELIERLTLE ).

A NTEBIEE VO WEMER Y AT L%, HWIIHEE L7220 7Y A5 412
XY, EHCENLEZWRERZRY TUOY 27 A255E L CHEL T
5. 72l ZiE, —ADOABE W) Y AT A, mko@Y), JEERER, W
W%, WOMREEDT TV AT ANLEENTWE, ZRH5DT 7
VATFAE, FNFNRESICTHNOY AT AT AIENTESL., 12k
21X, WEERITOIEE RO E T DIMER, VSRR EDTLY AT A
W23 s. MEROHLIREE TH 5.0 F 2 e A I 308
L, MifzEg ity e e Thd, LB S50l %
F & BT OEHIEERTH 5. RIIRERITIFTROR & 3N % 0
Ml 520, WEAAER, BESE, eARREPSRL. hTYH, E
FEE A RS 2 DA Z A 2 5 ORIEIC X & SIS ICEE LT
D, DB OR—2FEDH L TWwDE ESbTwh . AR O EE
W ETHMIEER 2 b)), ZORENSLILEIEDD I L TLRHIE
BAIICHIEI LT b, OBMIILICIE ALY o AR h ) 7 A EOMA
VEBIRWICERBSELA 4 F v AR, ATP 2 HE L 2P 5 LD
A VR REBERT 2Ry T END L. RO RN % 4472
FTANZALE, INOEDOF YV BEREMOGA+ v e EhbhoTn
L, Z0EHIZ, ABEV) DDV AT LETMDY AT LI5H LT
Wik, DTokHichs:

N = TEER 2R DS nER AR T v ANV G EnD %5
BFADZ AN

DTEWFEDFE « GLBT20T A D= ALE, ZEALOHE, 20X

S Yy bAA, THNIHBMWGY AT A2 )BMILLZbDTH S,
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) RBREIT AT AORL THIZH 5 °.

ERAEDPEBI Y AT A THDH EVD T EIE, 5FEWEEH O
FHEZ EM VAT LAD5LETNTHL I LERBLTND. 72k 21T,
TR RPMICHBE T LD, COLLFTVERATLIOEAF T v
INRRY TR EDPS LB T AN ZALTHL, FEEE, FEALDHT
ANZANE, VAT ADSLTWE I 70 LX)V THAT 5729012
FESNTWE. ZOLH) MG T, STAEWEN 2SI, BBy
AF HDOFIAESITFSNT WS,

CIT, AREEVCOBEBHNRY AT ACELT, EETNELE D
BiLTHBI ). B2, YATLOMEEZ LR, VAT LADEEDER
G (EEOHETY AT LSRR LI2E ZIZAELHHS) Tldkl, YA
TADEEDSD FVICEBT A WAEN LB TH L. 728 21, =
EALIROMEE TH 2 0%, LIMOF LE OB E O FI—E RS
N— ML E HEREAALOE RIS TR T L vw—IdF ) Tld %
Vo IR R & 1daE - T, A UOEOMLEOFEIBIIEREN R O & 72 F D
TEABRVRLZE, 220, EWENE Y AT L3R E 72 TLA5
EINZ, L) ZTERDbRNDL.

BN, WY AT AOWE, FEOY T Y AT LA RBEIGH
THDLEN) ZEIZHEENPLETH L. /28 213, DSR2 o X
TATH L, LIRITHAIICHEI$ 2 2 & Tl = 165 S8 TR o
MEEXRL, AREOEFRCEIAARNCT 250072 LIROMBRER
Th HHBIERRL BT L MEISNTH D, % s, ZROLOME X
Ul % IR IR S 2 720 IR W b 72 DIORREE X, O
IEDWEIEH %% 55 TV EELUT, AREOMEISEEZ 152 EIZHBKL T
W5,

CATIE, [AH=XA] & [V A7 4] BIBEAKTHL. A 7= X L0OHRF
12DV Tid, Machamer et al. (2000), Craver (2007) % & xZHOZ &,
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4-3 EMFERATLEEL

WIRH 7 FALY AT A ERRRER RS 2 2 L, Bl R0T A A
ZALRFENTL-FEORBETHY, BLALDHTAH =X LIFERIC
COLI A TRERRENTVS, 225, TIUIBREIZ DOV TOHEHEC
FTER, BT AN ALPRIGN S PV AT LAOMREZTHL L
X, BT AN =X LDREIZ B Y AT 22OV T ORGSR R TH 5
CLABRLAG. Y AT AICOWTOMES LICS AN AL
FETAHZ &, BEOSLHRETH S, 728 212, LIESCHBIEERDIE
LWikREZ IS T8 b, BRI 2 L KU, 2B ic s
LTWAIZERONIBIRINDIETE. ZLC, #@ULERTZER
L, EFT 22D TEIUL, BANEPNENEZWEIZT 25T A7 =
ALLFEEESNEES .

ik, WERHEHORMNEE L V) 52 F0ns, AL V) ERERY
BADBPIZEIMEIT LN %[> T 5. AEMEEIE, ERER
DERERTHLHLHE ) VAT LOHFO) AL EEYH LTV D
728, DFOL) BRIRENIEL o7 L LS. 9, HIBEERIIFTE
B, OIEEBAICHE S AN AL EL BE LD THDL ET
b, Z LT, Mmoo B 2 8E L, EWRETORIEDTH Y,
I 22 BE 2 Db OICAROBIGE LY FIF A28 eweT s 20
LE, AERSEERPNICEESEL 0T AN AL, BISHTHL L
WBEZLWES) . B, TOANZALIBIEH R LAY A7 40—
HTIEDH LD, BEEHFTIELZ., Z0L X, FAEEHOE0EED S
FANZALTFAE « ik T4 2 L ICFEMWLREREIH T AL HICH
2B, BEEHI . OB BT TIE, ZO5FAHZ A AIZDOWN
TOHFRIIMDO LY FH AR E BROH 2 TOLRD > T 2Wnh b
725 CoWERTIE, AR ORI EE 2 H = X L F B B A
TAMIZ) FLAEDT LI LIETELR Y, LoT, TOAH=ZALIZD

(37)
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WTOHRE, EVFN RO, SIGLLTLE Y. 20720, HF
DWEETHDLIEIFTALVOTHD. HFEWFNRIHIL #liw)
BlEPOFME 2, B AT AWNICHAATINTIILD T, HEHE
bbb

CHETICHRRTELZEABRICEIEDTALD. TT, 5TEWY
O T A= AL, BV AT LAOEEORHGTIE R L, MRESR
TRITNERS Vv, ZOHEICLELOE, #ELEVIBHETHD
Lo, FTAERFIE Y AT AR DOV T OIS LI L S
b, BRIV AT DIV T ORI, AR L SO 0 £
FNG 2 TND. EGBROSTEWFEN 2 HHIIE, ELmR IRk
HEWF OB A F N T2 D7

4-4 BRULOER

F AR 2 S IS AL 7T T, R R D L
STz, ZoZkid, o fAEYFIIEERET e Y =7 MCEBKL
v, W) T EEEKRLTWA. D, FRTOHTEYFIRITER
W)Y —F 707 I L THLIEIIEDLYIIRW. ZNTIE, Thoo
TODBRITTDENIMTH S ) ?
EEREWO—DIZ, BICAITONL AN H L. AL By, fEi
L 7uy 7 M, L) EBNREROAPSEGBAREZHHL L5
ELTWA, T, RMAT Yy TROBITTH L. NIRRT & %
Thev ) X0 BB 2B OB BN T S HIETH 2 B R A EH L &
FELTVERHE. ToLE, BILESNIFBHOMSEERHHOER
SCIE, FEEERBEER IS X BB L RS v, T, AT

VY55 A, OB MR T R O BP0 A % 5T AW 3]
FTAHZ LI EBES VDI TR, 72751, FO3BIEHEISN 75 F A
HNEZAAHPRENTZ LT, ZO—HOMEORIEDE LTER I NLEEOR
WIZT ERWES S,
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DNTWVEANZALWRITTIE, I70LN)VDORAH=AANlE~vral
NN B FALY AT APNISALERIT b D, F72, By AT ARH#AL
IZOWTORHKIE, #HITWIHDOHRO—L Lo TwE. 2T,
TEM B, BIC SN B 0T —HWT, 3% b b ELGR AT
—OMELKEBELCHITES Z EFHEIN WD L Zo k) RETiE, <
UL NVOHREEY, L) I 7 anBiREHO B GRVETmEIlL o
TIE, KAL) LT s, by Ty 0BT TH L L
ZABESHD.

S

5. #&:
SR TR f o 7, BERETHR)F—F 70T
LTHA. 120, TITHOLNTVULEITIE, AA=XANEILTH Y
FHERIRIL T O Y 2 7 I EE L TWwh, Lo TRIZ, $XTo4%
WHEOBERIZH B, TRTDOFF AN ZALPGFAEWFI L > THE
ENELTH, EWENEEINDLZ RV, %S, HFAEwENY
RN, AR R - R & ORI Y O Mk S Hi iR &
ENTWELLZ. BMAMROR P EGHREY Y ML, HHT 27
WHIZIE, EEEMMHEE L 3ad B o7, AL v B R A
BLRDTHA.

B
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