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Agriculture Sent from South:

Practice of Migrants to Minami-Izu

Kiyoshi Miyasaka

This paper deals with the relationship between tourism and ag-
riculture by case studies of migrants to Minami-Izu. In Anthropol-
ogy of tourism, there has been less studies of domestic migra-
tion from urban to country area in Japan though there are
many cases.

Minami-Izu, Shizuoka prefecture have been known as a major
tourist site from 1960s which is represented as warm and rich
nature by the mass media and tourist agencies. The local
farmers who had been almost self-sufficient in food also entered
into tourism by running direct sales shop or pick-your-own
farm shop. Though they are declining these days, it is remarka-
ble that the local community encourages migration from urban
areas and engagement in agriculture. The Community attracts
people by ways such as creating youth employment, researching
development of organic farming and networking farmers, or
mediating urban market and local farmers.

There are migrant farmers in Minami-Izu, who share value of
sustainable farming which is characterlized by organic without
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agricultural chemicals and rooted in local nature and communi-
ty. They seem to enjoy life there despite many adverse condi-
tions as they see the value worthwhile. To locate domestic migra-
tion from urban to country area in the study of tourism, the
dualistic frame of urban and country should be treated as more
fluid and interactive by mediaters of locals and migrants.
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