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The Existence of God and the Existence of

Creatures in Leibniz

Wakako Tagoyama

In this paper, I aim to clarify the concept of possibility for an
existence, or more precisely, for the exigence of existence
(exigentia existentiae), Leibniz attributed to a contingent being
(ens contingens). ’

When Leibniz defines a contingent being, he always says ‘the
essence (essentia) of contingent being does not contain its
existence (existentia). But if the essence of a contingent being
does not contain its existence, how can it be possible for the
contingent being to have an existence?

To solve this difficulty, it seems to be necessary first to
examine the concept of existence for an necessary being (E£ns
necessarium), that is God; for Leibniz always cites the definition
of God when he explains the existence of contingent being;
according to him, the existence of God ‘is contained in His
essence’, at variance with the existence of contingent being.
This is a traditional argument for the existence of God. Leibniz
thinks this argument would be sufficient, if the essence of God,
which contains its existence, is conceptually possible; from this
point of view, he says it is God’s privilege to exist, if only His
essence is conceptually possible.
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According to Leibniz, God will exist if only His essence is
conceptually possible, because His essence contains the existence.
It is impossible for God not to exist, for His essence does not
contain ‘non-existence’. In the case of a contingent being,
however, is it not contingent for it to exist, even if its essence is
conceptually possible. The reason for this seems to be obvious.
The essence of a contingent being does contain neither
existence nor non-existence.

It must be possible for an contingent being both to exist and
not to exist. It is noteworthy that, for Leibniz, we cannot
clearly understand the notion of possibility for a contingent
being, until we conceive the notion of of God, which excludes
the possibility of non-existence. That is why Leibniz always
cites the relation between God and creatures when he explains
the existence of a contingent being.

X C & IC

8 Deus DA existentia &, #E&EY) creaturae OFELEE, W7 BEH
RicHB0h. PTThhvbhid, COREEZS1 7=y YicAILTEX
7o\,

74 7=y itk i, MOERIE, AWK necessarium TH 5 DI
xtL, #EMIOELER, B contingens THh 5. BARIIE 12, FEHLHAR
] non necessarium E[EIFETH 505, ZORH T, BRI EARNIZ
FOMBAGRICH 5. Tid, BARRIEEAE, Lol BMREEERELE, =
nNZh, EOXHIMILEEBRLTVEDMN,

1. WIRRIGRE L BRANTREDORE

FAT =y VBT, SAANREELEANTEER, nhth, K
DEILERINTNES,

MOBE, REIRE LR TEIEIV. 530, FLIETHS
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W, RETHIEE, MICE-THRENRILTHSB, Eho, #
i3, WRIIELEZE Ens necessarium TH 5.

HEY L, BERE7E b @ contingentes Th 3. T78bH, EXE
s, T ORED St L 7S\ non sequitur ex ipsarum Essential,

FA T =y viIckE, FITE > TEER TKEEBITREEV], $5
Wid, THICE->TEET B EIAENLECETHSL ok, E
EBRBEERTREVWT L, H30IE, EENKENTH 3 %R
IZ, #id THREIEFEE Ens necessarium | 72 EEbh 3. EEHLALE
s [ARTEEE | KL - T, EET A ERMBARNEOTH B,

NI L, BB TRE» SEEPRE LBV [RED» o HEN
Jafs L] &k, TEEPARE LTS S]], T LI, [EESKERN
BIETRIBV] EVWSTETHSE, DL, EEBEBHTEL,
BEMICE - T, EETE L, BRATH 3.

[EEBRE EFITEE W] s - T, BERINLRKTHD, fh,
AE L RAEPXBNS N EYICE - T, EERBRATH 5. MOEE
EEEPOELIDWVTO, TOLI XA, b2 RITSHDIEBIEH
HRXBITH S LRALNKESS. 547 =y Vi3, HOEAEEHEY
DRI T 5, DX BEHRNETKDOEREZIHRE>D, Zh
%, SRHIITEAE L BRI EEOXBICHVWTWAR EEZ R3S,

EEDPRGHI ML, [EET L] EBNBRUTH B, TR, EED
KEHITROHEYNL, [EELRV] T ENBRIEON, EELIEV
TEBMREITH B, &3, BETEIRY, LEZRTHB. 514 7=v

! De contingentia [1689?] (7 /7 73 =54 7= v&#E (LIT A), 64-B,N.
325, p. 1649, 11. 17-19) : ‘In Deo existentia non differt ab Essentia, vel quod
idem est Deo essentiale est existere. Unde Deus est Ens necessarium. /
Creaturae sunt contingentes, hoc est existentia non sequitur ex ipsarum
Essentia.’
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i3, EESKRENTRWERSE, 105, BRNELEEL [EETE
KW &, EEHICBFELTOWIEWEEDNRS, LirL, —igic, FY
O [AE| L3, ZOEYIRINZBEORITHS. Licds-T, K
B olpthd s 2 DR VIREL, ZOFYIRBT S EiE, AEHET
BrEH5EbNE. OXSICELBLE, BRNEEEDES, KEH
SlEfE LS, [EET S| &, HoBANGEAEEICRES L TRE
TE32D M, COEBREICELNEDTH 3.

BARNGEAEEORED SRFE LIV, TEELKEW ] 2 &5, ERNE
HEEIREL L TURB T30, COIEERAIDIET, b
hbhid, BANFEETH S, MOERHSICHZRIF TALLL, LW
SDH, T4 T =y VBV, BARNELEE R, LARNGEEE L O
T, Bffsh Tk, Likd->T, BARKNEAEOKRE EEZEDBRS,
R0, WRWEEEEOXH,» S, EEFRELEZI ONBDTH 3.

2. MOERERIE—OANEFEEOEE—

MICE > T [FEESRENTHS] LW0H 547 =y vOMERI, &
LIS DFEEAE Argumentum pro existentia Dei iIZE& L 2EFTH
HuohTwd, 54 7=y vickiud, MoBSr SMOEEERIET
3, T AY) HMOELRIER, TUeVARDBEHDTER(LLIZ D
ThHD, P2REFLCHLTERISHELBOTREDEL ZOER S
HHICREEE N TE L bDTH S, ZLT, FHINMME &5 LESR
R EFAL T, BUmetick 3MoEERIEEBRL TV 3.

sS4 7=y vEHES, FiLOBEBEERNSErHII LT Tt
WAEREFHN MK BZMOERRIEE, —ELTROXSKEIL, #F
il T3,

T OfEm [(MHOEEmILL] 3, BLICRBILEEZATYL S,
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LirL, ReeTh 3.
ZDEHEIROLEBYTHA.

[(KEiRI I Thh, EYWoMAnctior SHRKITFIN 3
demonstrari T &ASAIREIS & DL, FYNTREBN T Sh 3 attribui
T EDO[RETH 5.

UNEIR) & 2 AT, RELBFELEE Ens Perfectissimum 75 W
L REA® maximum FAEE OS5, FEIE existentia AS53F
SNBCLRTHETH 5.

[ieR] L7chi - T, e EEE (W) 1T, EENIRGEMT
5N5 T LIFFRETH S, TbD, MIEELET B2

R OMOEARI N, NFHEHSIE L g, KEHRICE - T, 55
b, EVIHERHRICIE->TWVWA,

T, LEEo/hNgiR [&EEBW UEROGAEEOBS» & EE iR
ShBIEBTEETH ] O, [BRELNELEE] 55\ [BRAOEE
L 9472y UBRELTVAE LI TH] 2154, [BRLERE
FHE| HB30IE [RRKOEEE] L3, HOERIEIOTHB., 5 LM
DEFRTH 5 [RFTEEETEREE] HOMOEAEIRILAIREN & 35 D D3,
FEEO/NEHRTH 5. L7icdi- T, /NHRDIE LTS, MOEEILERE
I3, oL ITUMEIRIE, MOEERIEEFROEFH LT >TVWE, 1«
2L, /PERTHEOLE [HREL1V LEROEEE OES, & I I H:
INBTENTRETCH B 1, FRBIESIATEST, REWREEFE T

2 Animadversiones in partem generalem Principiorum Cartesianorum [1677—
1702] (SRS A 7= vEZEEER (LIT ‘GP) % 4% pp. 3568~
359): ‘... Continet aliquid pulchri haec ratiocination, sed est tamen
imperfecta. Res huc redit. Quicquid ex notione rei demonstrari potest, id
rei attribui potest. Jam ex notione Entis perfectissimi seu maximi
demonstrari potest existentia. Ergo Enti perfectissimo (Deo) attribui
Existentia potest, seu Deus existit’.

(39)
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W3, LEhoT, 54 7=w i3, Elcs|HLULERCRET T, 226
IZ, /NRHROIEBICEL D s 5.

/NH#R assumtio (¥, IRO LI ICHFHE T 3. bbb, KE
B LEBEROFAE R, HOoWwITEAMESATVS, Lichi-
T, EELEATVE., EHRIEEMHQV LN STHS. B
Mo, BELEVWIVEETSEIEID, ‘LD H5plus, 3L
2, O KRELH5 majus b Th 5.

PIES [MRoELE] SwiETH 58,

/N DFIEDBFTIZABHIIC, TITHLWLNTWS [###4E Ens
OfEIC VLTI TEE LV, TRESHVIIRKOFEEE] 1D
[RAE] MERIEETREM 2303 3 XIRICB W T3, [HFAEE Ens] o413,
[EA T 3 & D Existens | OB &3, HODICKBIENTWE, b5
z [BEE] H [EETE] HEIHIR, RIEFBETLIEEDOTH 5.

ST, 2H5KETRE, HOLHIN [REEBHELAE] KL &K
DEAEHE] WEETAIERE, ESLELOLREINEZON, 54T =y
Z, MOLSE [RELSETV0EBRROBAEER, Ho05rTL2EEEFA
TW3] EEF->TW5, Fbb, BelEr [§XT] FATVWSEIE
D, REEHWVWLEKRTHBIERDTHS., LT, TH5LE [L2TO
SEEEEC] BEER, [EEEATVS] T}, ¥, BEELeLF
FEE, EEBEATVLION, Thid, EEN, T2l soiEhi
Thp Lih->T, BREANEEERIEEEZATORTAIEE SN
V., L TRTEUBEEEPELEZZFATVS I EW, R, T[RRI

3 Ibid.: ‘Probatur assumtio: Ens perfectissimum seu maximum continet
omnes perfectiones, ergo et existentiam, quae utique est ex numero
perfectionum, cum plus majusve sit existere quam non existere. Hactenus
argumentum’. |

(40)
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W L IZRRDOEHEE OMLE DFAENSRILES NS Z EWA[EETH 5] DIR
W12 50TH 5.

XT, AT =y YMFTHIVIRT VUL RIZEL TV R5ESMIC L
AHORMERLE BORTELDOITHED, TITRE, HOEAED
L3, EFHER SRELEEEEOR >TAMOV L2 IkEFh TV
5, EWHTETHBE., 54 7=y vzl EowEetic kX 2MoOELER:
IZDWTRO K S BEHRE T LTV 3,

[SER2THE] &P TREV] LWVWHTLEEKTEHS, &
DEUTLOBESREERTELTHAS. TEbLB,

[RBIR] BARMBEAEREET S (b2, EENEKEIK
SINIHEHEE, BLlid, THhEHBRKIZEEEIELET S).
IhI3ZEF [FELRE] »OSHOSNTH S, |

UNAiR] &AM, iz (foER L) 5 L AN
5] BHEETH 5.

[fEsm] L7ohi->T, fRIEELET 34,

FEHOBIFITBVWT, 5472y Vid, EERHOTEHOVEOTH
3, LWOSEBZF%, EHERBMOREILEENS, LVWHIBLTFICESH
ATWA, ZOBEEHRII iof MOERIEIT L OEELTDICK
%, LWFFELTVS.

ETAN, 54 7F=yvid, FEOLI EMOELER ﬁérfméfﬁ
3] EE-TW, FhRBELEOL, I EOFIHITHREI TROL ST

= 9.

4 Ibid.: ‘Sed omissa perfectione aut magnitudine potuisset formari argumen-
tatio adhuc proprior strictiorque hoc modo: Ens necessarium existit (seu
Ens de cujus Essentia est Existentia, sive Ens a se existit), ut ex terminis
patet. Jam Deus est Ens tale (ex Dei definitione), Ergo Deus existit’.

(41)
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CDBMERALT B lcdicid, L L, RESBHEAELSV LI
PRI TS AFAEE DS, TJHE possibile TH Y, HB50VE, FELZEEHK
W non implicare contradictionem C &, $B3WWiE, HULIET
bEH, TIhoEENRBRET 52 AY essentia 535, BJETH 5 C
EDBHShICENRIETE STV, LaL, 5 L IalRetEds i S
NIEVPRD 1T, MOELES, LFLoFmIEicBWT, BREHH Tl
ik nfcoTREY, EEZZXRETHS. 2 LT, —ie, (F
TIKERLILESID) R, AIPAEERLOOEZRLTVWAI LN
BHS D TIROWRD, ZOEREN, S, ERINILIDIKOVT, L4
BHAT, [MhE2EEHIEEF, RLTTERWE, MSETN
WEoiEw, w50 d, L, BvlcFEZESATWIZELK
5, REESRENZ ChLHENNG, EVSTEbBBIBOE,
SLdHy, bhvbtid, ORI, S, [REETHH I A THIL,
9 5 si modo sit possibilis, eo ipso existat] &\ 5, #HOA
O U WM privilegium 2285, Sl & [A[gETH 3 C
E1 i@, FnLNNOBEYOEEIcR, EEFIAYT 312, A5
LOTHABO.

5 Ibid.. ‘Haec argumenta procedunt, si modo concedatur Ens perfectissimum
seu Ens necessarium esse possibile, nec implicare contradictionem, vel
quod idem est, possibilem esse essentiam ex qua sequatur existentia. Sed
quamdiu possibilitas ista non est demonstrata, utique nec Dei existentiam
tali argumento perfecte demonstratam esse putandum est. Et in genere
sciendum est (quemadmodum olim admonui) ex definitione aliqua nihil posse
tuto inferri de definito, quamdiu non constat definitionem exprimere aliquid
possibile. Nam si contradictionem occultam forte implicet, fieri poterit ut
aliquid absurdum inde deducatur. Interim ex hac argumentatione
praeclarum hoc discimus divinae naturae privilegium, ut si modo sit
possibilis, eo ipso existat, quod ‘in caeteris rebus ad existentiam
probandam non sufficit.

(42)



i1 ¥ OE1208

(RSB NEEET VL IRMSRI I EREE L, T8k possibile TH D,
Hbd0WiE, FEEZEE W non implicere contradictionem | 75 &, #f
DEAERILIIRITELESA T =y YIE->TVW 3. [ NEAEE ]
HB5VZ [BRIBEAE] S5O, 74 7=y vickhid,
MOEEREICBVTE, FEEEZEERLD, AEERLDLELT, KE
INTVBRRTERD T, Lcd->T, MOEFERIENTEE DT
Brzdicid, REIT EFRVHOBEORFEMESRIEE 5T ne
ol A |

LR omEAREBRT R30I, TTT, 94 7=y vickd B [AIREH:
possibilitas] DRI HO>WTHR L TE XLV, HFick->T [AJfETH
%] &, BRAHAER IR EINEZT TRV, HOES [FRETH
51 &, BEBHRIAL TWA LI, [FEZS % %W non implicare con-
tradictionem | & TH 3. ALIEADEI DL, REGDOBERICH B & D
Bs, F—FiEIL, [ERC, REELTRBIREE, 54 7=yVid, %
DEER [FEZEEL] EEY. Thicwl, AEIEAN FKRCRB
LWz o, Z20FER, FHEEZEATVWIEYL., O FEESE
MWl Ea, S547=y i3 [HEEThH 2| LIESTREHOMAZ, FE
OEEICE > TSN TV EDTH 5.

Bid, LRROMOEERTEICBVTS, [RESUTEEE] TVLEI
(RIS TEAEE ] OWERDS, FEEE TN, AL LDOTHI0E I D,
EBHESUEL L LT WS, 54 7=y vickhid, [BEAUEE
Fl ROl TRARNBELRE] TH Ao, [EETE] &
T8, Ml bEROBRERD S, NEABERSN TSI EEL BT
L TcE s R SEFIEUHEERER> SEBRSNIMOXRED, A
EIEA LGS, FEEEAMTES N, KBRS 2 60ESATY
o ESh, EwHEiths.

BricRick o, EHETE] TE2RLHET S, MORGOERE

(43)
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R, EFhb, Moz THS. 5 LMozELETRE, withd, B
BTRABE0 I, BENCFEEZSUOTIENL, ARESDOTDH 5.
TR, NEOERERTH 2Ze0—o—20, ThEKELLTFEE
%9, AETHNE, MRS NAIANELK S, FEEZE R, AELd
DI BEDIEL S, 54T =y vid, —iIc, REOEBRERSTNE
NARETH - Td, REOBRERSMWI, AAIRICEAGGNEb 5, &
EZL., TORCHENET R0, TRAEE] oflaThs. Hickh
3, TRKTHB] &b, 30, THEE] &, ThEh, hHEE
LT, MarcrBE2at oy, afERboTHSE. Ll (&
RThp] 2&& ERE] hoERShiEBlEs TRAEE] 3, FB
EEUWAI, AAgER b0 58, [HE| 1k, REZFHLLZVHO,
THROLE, BRKTHAIENBBVWIDTHE, Thid, EEOESE, 5
A4 7= v H3E multitudo SO —2 7 EZEZ TV A SIS 12
W, 472y vid, BEDES, WHRIEPREINTLZTNLDKRE
BERDBEEZLD. TH LR EZ O OHER, ETEFTHERIEIK
ENREEZ LB EBTERLLE, EANTERTRIRANEZ DI LD
DI/, KEhb, BER, [RRATHLILEHBLV] bDOLOTDH 5.
ZDEIE, [RRTHEIEDPBVED] & [BERTHEHD] L1,
ALIEFADBEARICH 2 DN, GRS, MK ZTOX D LG
SRFEEZEH, ARERBLDEL-S>TLED. S4T7=y vid, HOK
BzEd 5, BER2FL, FELZECERP SEBHRIA TV VR

6 GP. 1, p. 239, Eckhard an Leibniz VI, Anhang 36: ‘Non sequitur, omnes
partes intelligo, ergo et totum, seu earum unionem, ut cum dico: velocitas
maxima; clare distincteque intelligo, quid sit velocitas; item, quid sit
maximum; non tamen intelligo perfecte ex hoc solo, an velocitas maxima
sit possibilis, an non’ T® k& HiZ, BHMTRERELZ SO TS, HEES O DA
AEDEVERENE I D, 1, IS hRIE RS, nwH T Es, 5
4 7=y v [ EEE] compatibile 75\ Ui [FET]RE] compossibile & W
IOHBEEFEOLI B2XRBEL - EOBWUTH 5.

(44)
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EIW, IDWHIEPHERLLEEZZ S, B85, BElck-TR, 54
Ty YWE->TWEIIE, RBOULFEEEATOWIELELL, RE
BRlREREINSE] TE5HAH5POTH B,
MOARBIcEENIEER, AT OTHS. £ LT, E¥EThHNO
iE, MOERENTRETH S Lb, BEbi, MOEENEREIN LI
THb. LrlL, HOXBEOBREREALEW FELETH TV
5, MOFRBIIZ, FEHSENE I LICK S, £ L THOREITFFEH
SFhTnikd, MOELEOREEWED SEKEZIRIET 5, MOELERILE
3, BUHEALS T LITEE, 05 LcEREREET 2720, MORE
2T 5, BREROLSEKN, HOWEFBEEESEROHLEID, &, B
KEEAET A EVWIDN, SA T =y Y DRmETH S

T4 T =y VITENE, MOREOBREREARPTFEEZEE N, A6
BEDTHHLESI D, KOV TR, ERAVCHOEERIECE VT,
mloNBIENMhoTe, 2720, MOKREMSEREPE S, I 5
AEBSHELZEFRLILDEZ, 747 =y Y—ATREEV, T, 47
= YPRICS, FTAhv OMOFEEGRLICX L, FROER/LHENT
Wil K{HONTWAS #1725, 54 7=y vDEE, fMoArH
DSE[REDS &9 D BEREAL A S LI EE T3, LERLAZTTERV. &

TIALk 600 aEaEERFR O EAE] OSSP ARgENLE S », Los(Ho
RO Tld, 74 7=y VIRBAE LTV, 728, i, SR EEEOHES
FIAREMATBEL TV A biF TR, L LAMTH R LEbNS. FE Flo
EHEr T, 2 TOESMEN, MERFIET ST 1<, F—DFETH I,
B ICRBET AAREIEIC DV T, WBAFEZRATVED5TH S (RELKXEL
ZLELS 3] Ens Perfectissimum existat. [16777] (GP. IV, p. 358-359).). &
fo, MHOERRIHEICBWTS, 54 7=y vid, WHOEERIEDORTLMES
B LTV aH, WMIEOASEHEEFRLTHRL., DI L6, HHRAEH
DEREFHIED [ARELM] K2 W TOHDIERE, WMiLeEOASEREZEDLIC
BEWT 20 TRVWEEDbN S,

8 Secondes Objections Contre Les Precedentes Meditations (Oeuvres et Letires
de Des Cartes, 1953, Gallimard, p. 364-365). 7% % Russell (1937), XV 107, p.
173 228

(45)



THOKAE L YEY ORI

D ERFEBIRET 2255, E0WHDb, i3, W3 [AfEThh &2
I HULEFT 5 si modo sit possibilis, eo ipso existat] & W5 EHT [FF
MEHY | previlegius 72& LTWeh L TH 5.

BBk i, MIZEETRETH S, L0WI T Ehd, MOEENH
HSNB DI, MOAEOBKERLRIFEEESETARTS ST
EXFIEE RISV, B, ol iR, Hcwiid, MoKEOR
FRER O, AftThh S ThiE, MOEFEREDS CHKILI N3,
Ens i, KEODHBEREREALFEEETHEETHN
i, b3, FAECEALZESECMHY, EETHILE, hFSshsc s
WO TH B,

COXIW TAETHY IZATHEERTS] &% A T7=w Y
3, MBOTROBEILEEZ L, € [ARTHY XATNEIEET
5] T&id, M [N LEbhdon. Thid, s otoEy)
oW, [AETH D XX TNIEERT L] LEFARVIHTH 5.
A4 7=y vickhiE T2hAOBY OGS, FIRETH 5 &L, EX
BT 3 I RARTATHB | [ThEAOSEY | 45, BamEisd &
BB EEDLNES. LAA, WEMOGEDS, TOXRBEEZENT 5.
BREZSHEALCFE LZVWOTHNE, #HEYE, TTREs bl &
EOCENTELD., Thicdhrbod, hHEWIL, MEFELY,
[FIRETH 2 X CREEXZLEHET A LI ATDTH S T0kdics54
7= Y BEZBERR, WEYICE > T [EESKEH TR EHE
IhTWicc tich s, EEVFRENTR Y, &3, NEEZHEKT 3K
BERIZ, FEEBESENTVRLY, EW0WS &l s, #Ewis, ~
EZAAREWHEETH > Th, FRETH 2 ANBORERKERIC, EEMNSTN

% 42 & 2%, De Libertate et Necessitate [1680-1684] (A. 6-4-B, N. 271, p. 1445,
L1 [ HOEELZBR X, T XRTOEFER, BREUL LD TH 3 Omnes

existentiae excepta solius Dei existentia sunt contingenties_|.

(46 )
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TORWILE, KEWERETH 2K TR, HEYOEERFH LIV
<H 5. |
[EEEZAREICE T W] HEYE, Mo XS RONRNEEE XL
T, [BRERE] L5414 7=y YBFFATWEORBICRELEBD T
HbB. ATy VIZBWT, BRNEAEL FAECEEEZSETLTL,
Lichs-> T, ANEOBRKERIFEEE T, TH4bE, AEETH 5
FTIE, EETARIEICEESTVWOTH B, Tid, RNEOKRESRT
RETH AR I TREALLY, BRIFEEER, EEDOTREENE -7 <
BOWDEBLID., 54 7=yYREIFEFEATHRVWERDLNS. FE
Hid, BANELER, AED [FRETH LU THERE ‘L] &
FRLTWBRITHD, BANEAERELE g 7, L3E-T
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