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Regional Integration and Participants of the
Local Festival: A Case Study of Anti Municipal Merger
Movement in Mori-machi, Shizuoka

Shingo Yabe

The municipal merger which produced new local autonomous
bodies with unfamiliar name in recent years in Japan —what is
called “the great merger in the Heisei era”— has come to the end
of the first stage in 31 March 2006. According to the newspa-
per, Mainichi-Shinbun, on that day, a number of local govern-
ments were reduced from 3,232 in 31 March 1991 to 1,821 in 31
March 2006. In this great merger, one merger was easily
carried out, but the other was not. In Mori-machi, Shizuoka, the
negotiation of merger with neighbor municipalities ended in fail-
ure. Mori-machi decided on not merging. This decision was’
reached on result of referendum which was held on 29 August
2004 in this town. v

In that process, it is noteworthy that the demonstration insist-
ing on anti municipal merger was held on 27 August. Moreover,
the participants of this demonstration included those who have
taken part in the festival held in every November in the center
of Mori-machi, and those. people took a Japanese lantern having
been used in the festival. In short, this demonstration was held
as the lantern parade in which the participants of the local festi-
val joined. Why did they join in this demonstration? Why was
this demonstration held as a lantern parade? In this article, these
questions will be resolved. And through it, I will show the polit-
ical atmosphere which surrounded Mori-machi in those days.
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