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Abstract In Japan, the value of rural communities changed in the 1960s-1970s. In 1950s, rural communities

were negative object. Because, in prewar Japan, rural communities had supported the Emperor
system and the fascism in Japan. But in the 1960s-1970s traditional rural communities had
gradually praised by its excellent function. First the purpose of this paper is to explain this change.
Second is to think about the relationship between nostalgia and nationalism. In order to explain this
relationship, I would like to examine how rural communities (and furusato) have been related with
tradition in popular song, TV program, discourse of social science and tourism campaign. Now the
relationship of nationalism and tradition are theorized by cultural nationalism theory. This
perspective argue that tradition strengthen national identity. But this perspective can't recognize
the dynamics of traditionalization in high-consumption society. In this paper I try to explain how
nostalgia have been related to tradition and how nostalgia have idealized rural communities.
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