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Abstract In the paper we are to clarify the notion of Existence (Existentia) of contingent things (res

contingentes) in Leibniz. Leibniz says that the essence of a contingent thing would be conceptually
'possible', even if the thing itself 'does not exist,' be-cause the definition of the essence of
contingent things does not include its existence, whereas the essence of necessary things includes
its existence. In case of necessary things, Leibniz thinks their essence determines its existence,
because the notion of it includes existence. In case of contingent things, however, their essence is
insufficient to determine their existence. This is why Leibniz says that the existence of contingent
things is determined by the 'external' principle.
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