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Reading Activities and Popular Education in
‘Chiho-Kairyo-Undo’
—Focusing on ‘Jichi-Miniku’ Theory by
Inoue Tomoichi—

Aya YAMANASHT

The purpose of this study is to demonstrate how reading
activities became located in popular education in ‘Chiho-Kairyo-
Undo’ (regional reformation movement), from the latter part of
Meiji to the middle period of Taisho, through the point of view
of ‘Jichi-Miniku’ theory (autonomous people education) by Inoue
Tomoichi.

Inoue Tomoichi, who was a bureaucrat of the Department of
Interior the Home Office, regarded the propagation of local auton-
omy system as the kéy to reconstruction Japan after the Russo-
Japanese War.

His idea, ‘Jichi-Miniku’ theory aimed at the education of the
people who would be willing to contribute to the public in-
terests. ,

Although Inoue’s thoughts were not realized by him, he was a
pioneer in locating the library as one of the institutions of popu-
lar education.
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