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Japanese Adult Learning: the Meanings of
Karaoke Naraigoto

Hideo Watanabe

Currently many Japanese housewives and retired people enjoy
learning karaoke (karaoke naraigoto) at community centers and
karaoke bars. The phenomenon of choosing karaoke as learning
reflects adulis’ increasing appreciation of individualized and egal-
itarian types of social affiliation in the Japanese society. Post-
war education’s emphasis on individualism and egalitarianism
has increased their interest in the individual, and respect for indi-
vidual idiosyncrasies is pervasive among the Japanese.

This newer multi-purpose learning allows students many
individual benefits and perfectly matches the present Japanese
inclination. The individualized activity is based on students’
interests and is self-directed, and so studying karaoke is not “edu-
cation” but “learning.” Different from traditional forms of learn-
ing, this dynamic activity allows students to experience other
worlds and to establish a new sense of identity, which is the
essence of “learning.”
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R 1.2% 1.3% 0.7%

G 0.8% 0.7% 0.7%
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HHSZE (Anderson 1991) 518 (Herrigel 1989) 7 & D & 5 IZiakE)
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BOTHE] EWV-7cBETHS (7 1992),

DL D RHRERDOBNEOEL L Spindler ® education D FxbH & HhiE
L& T AMH B, Spindler It Lhid [HEBE I ULOEE] (1987) TH
VD, BEXLD VR F LITBWT, B, fEL £E, MESEFCS
BEZ HFRTEOHFA2EXbA EESDIImESNE, Z L THIEZY
52 BVTHULEER ICRET 21BE2RE, EREIENERT BFE
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TH5. HOEVAETHEZOX ) BHER—HRICFEFEO AREOZE
IENDFRERZ LW, TD/AITE W T Leave & Wenger 13 Situated
Learning: Legitimate peripheral participation It B W T EERLIRE %
LTWw3, FEHIABEAKRCEDLZ OTHY, b2 EENIIEHETT
BARHEI 12274 - LOBREOEATV S, FHEEH LWERI
Bbo-THLVRECKEEZ2S L, ILLVERNILINEILTES
%, 75E), BE, Kk BEREIEVCEGREL-TEY, AdZoRRIc
HMESN B LFERFICZ DREREREL TS, o THFELVLIDI, C
SV KBRD Y R F AOHRT, FlETAFYT 47 4 —DERIN,
HLOWABELTEIFNEDLEZ DTH D EWVWRA &S (Leave and
Wenger 1991). C @ Legitimate peripheral participation (LPP) ¥
BABOBERNERICL 0T, ZONBFCO2VTEROETS 5Iik
EHd 3.

3. EmMER

AKFEI3EIC Jean Lave & Etienne Wenger @ LPP G = D EigH
FRERNTV S, Z0EREEAGSHEE 2D, RETENISATE
WE & RHCBEE T A 2N T 5.

¥ 9% —IC Learning is the learner’s participation in a community
of practice. £ WA 4 TH 3. ‘community’ DEMAEF) L LT Lave &
Wenger ZBERCHNTROPZHIFTWA, Lave & Wenger 13 [2
BLRIFEFEPERDII 2a=7 4 ~ BV THIDRIRIIH - T, RAK
ZTHICHEDLD ZORMEEB LTV bOTHS] LHHALTVS. o
BESUC B WV THRELAFCEM PIULREEDO 2 3 2 =7 1 —OSMEE
CTERaNn3.

5 _ & H Id Learning is not merely a condition for membership

but is an evolving form of membership. WMl TH 5. [FH &L L
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member of a community of practice, and results in him/her gaining
a new sense of identity. EWHMETH 5. [FHFLRIFFELHIE
BOIIa=74 —DREL—BEL>TVWBETHY, £LTEHD
BRELTHLOLWTAFT YT 4574 —OEERE> L SIS, | Leave
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O, 1 ERIRERAE L 7o, RE I LB R & &Y, BERROPEET
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OHITESH Y, &I 3EREEL 7.
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