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Abstract It is pointed out that the news coverage of various hazards have effects on audiences' risk

judgments on these hazards. Research on news coverage of hazards has revealed out that
various characteristics of hazards tend to determine the amount of these hazards. But it seems
that previous research on coverage of hazards hasn't examined the characteristics of victims of
hazards as news value factors. Research on news values indicates that prominent or unique
people are newsworthy. This indication leads to an expectation that the characteristics of victims of
hazards might determine the amounts of coverage of these hazards. The content analysis of
coverage of death on Japanese newspaper Asahi Shinbun showed that the occupations of the
dead as well as causes of death influence the likeliness to report the death. This result suggested
that the characteristics of victims might influence the newsworthiness of the accidents they are in
volved.
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