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Coping with Destiny among the Aja: Rethinking of the
Fetishism and the Concept of the Person in
an West African Society

TANAKA Masataka

The aim of this article is to rethink what the anthropological
term of fetish means. The discussion is based on the study of
an ethnic society, in the south western of Rep. of Benin, Aja,
who replace their individual destiny in a small pot and put it in
their own room. An analysis of some (folk) terms on Aja’s view
of human being from a previous anthropological work was neces-
sary to help us to fulfil our objective. The representation of
human has been argued with the concept of the Person (/Individ-
ual), which is usually related with the concept of spirit, ancestor
and destiny in African society because they did not separate our
world with spiritual world. In Aja society there are two sorts of
religious experts who hold many folk rituals. The former called
Bokono is diviner who tells one’s destiny (Se-Kpoli). The latter,
Tashino is always an old woman (Madame-Tante) and she is in
charge of the lineage (ako) ritual in which she installed the
person’s pot in the house, and she also prays when young men
dig the pot out when the possessor died. When an Aja is dead,
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people bury the remaining in his/her room though his pot (his/
her destiny) is dug out, carried away from the village. We do
not explain the pot as a term of Symbol and Representation, be-
cause it must be his destiny itself. Describing the case, the
work criticizes the anthropological way of using the term fetish,
which has been regarded as representing something invisible or
sacred and the latent premises of dichotomy-subject and object.
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n [] ThWZAHEINIENPSTTITZTORETH B
DD, EMITOARE XY DT, HENEEICEE
SN, 2ONEOLEORERO—FHAME Sz LV
STAELTAET S [] ERIZNESRREINE X
bOLELTHEINTIHVEY, (£0—57T) fAAIcL-
TERINEDDTHH 5. | [Fortes 1979: 69]

NEFOFHA DT, BHERE, FTHED ST, Tk IR
FADCEK] Rz a3 L0 5E @D b LT, BRTERESCHRIE
AERONTETVS, 24 [HEROBRSN S| DILBREERI & T 5%<
DRBEERICBOVTS, ThoDER» 5, HLEENEHEIHRINTE
fo. S EBHELDF - b o5mAIN S T &3, AFEEEISHR
ELAIFIERHERICBVT, ENEECOERLbOEREELICL
TINS5 LVEEENEEL (Zh2ERE 8 B siiuvn
MATH) TWBHBEWSTETH-72, AT OVTHAE L X ICEE
BRI, 55 VIEBRINCBIES NS, HEEEATHWS., BHIMA
Kb LK RRIEREOSME E DML D, WEXLEERE,Z L
RSttt R HEE 0 5 ASEE R, [0 AE S TERROH
HEoEMAIC, FPBNELET L GEME VI REE SERHICATATE
fo. ARG, BT 7 ) HhOo—HSEFBERIC, EGBIELENED C HELL
DOFRD 5, RGBS Z KT 2EE OFHEREkEEE T, BEE) o
EEARET S L%, E—0BWLT 5.

FE7 70 HEGRE L IGEMTS O 195-60 D Fortes, M.
© Horton, R. OSBRI N B F4 V)7, h 5N )HEEHE

L P77 Y 4 OESTFZEIcBI LTt Fortes 1959, 1979, Horton 1961, 1962 %
HE, 1, SEMHEESI1CB L Tid Lienhardt 1961, Kramer 1993 O fi,
Turner 1968 I EBBO T &,
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Lichk—hvid, 72EZRROL S IRABRTN S,
(AN, &, Wik 55 3BEAFETECON [] KO
ERHERDO & LItk EF 5. KA LKICDS, HIZTELICKREE
TTREN 2R - It EWERE S5, ] TOXHIB YR T LTI
MAEETAEEEEREEA SRV, ] BEMRIRDLB LR
TNTERNE LD, BELFALZDTEEVD LD, BAOKE]
DEPRINHOBERIC KL > THRFEFADTH S, | [Horton 1961]
FEADHEID Z LAANTOER & 13, BADEBEELCEROEHFHLIA]
i, BRZO DB OFELEORBUBEEL, ILICRBEAZEAKEPZD
PABEALZHEY, &50EEHAOREEE X TV IHELENRL LAADIT
BAHIRL, TOREENPERLTITS 2EESLTVA, HEKDH,
H BV IFHFEEREZEES 3 E5H~OFIRE. T DRERMN, ZEHI
NER, ZEE VA S LEEERRE, BiRo7 7 ) hERET
bILSRONDbDTH B2 WoHiITd » TABOE & 3B KT
5H5DOTRIEL, TTRRESTONKODTH S, A, MAICE -
T, ®5MROXROFINEBEOTSNEDTHS. 1ZHIERESOHE
27 D%, —HTRBHHRE Lo NEHEOHFE~NERINS N, s
TRERHSICBIT 5 N\DERR—FHBEZOM~E VI LI, 20
BOHBBEIREL TV T EILBEOHED S IZRIBERDOFEME
SEE, TNOANEFEEICLS (FRK) ERAOBERE WS R

2 Lienhardt 1961, Kramer 1993: chap 2ff s L.

3 Aja EMEEET 5 Togo @ Evhe &% HE U /2 Riviere 31 & OFE 52 ZHHAH
%% (b hORE] OXFROBHLTHREL TV, £ L THEROZHUED S
T T7+—0 « 2 —2DRRLSEvhe iLBIF3 e sDhkonFEBRETLT
5 [Riviere 1980]. B& A IEAFICBIT 20RO H 0 - 21BEH» & FRE
SELZAFOFERENT D, ABOHBEIHREETHVWONSSEOERIN
LA VIE2—DBE-EBYTAUREMTHD, T, T bZ5Th
VWoDFBKEAS. THOE AFEFEMNAEE 2, ABONE (e, £/, H
KE, Bifetc) ZWOPELII TSI NREROERATH 51397,
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FMICE > TEKILLEY ET 3. ChooWRIE, 725749 va (B
YD) 7 =274 v (YEEE) L0HTET, LIELEEERICER
LNTE, EPARRTRERN, LHIEE L L CoEMAe#HLE VS EE
CER T ABRREES DAL & BT, L, chose-dieu % dieu-objet [Auge

¢ B7 7 ) A4 D A personne DS A mEET A CNRS DI 0+ 2 7 ILVORK
R, IMAEBHEEMICET 3 eE R0 E LTIV EY, ¥h | BBRTNX
—XHEEBATVWS, 2 TRE-RADOBEEHF S, HECEB/ES
ELTO [l oBHRESENMrEE I ->TW 3,

MECE) (moi) iz WTHED LiIF T 8amw LS, Mititicbbi
D, BEOHEEBELT, WHIEHELH EFTONTERLIETHAS H. FH
ALIEVWER DR, CoahsETlEidso ABHESD AEFED L H
T, FDHE FE BE #deEsioMicE st o TtEL—E
DIZRBIC DWW T DTH S ] [£—2 1985 (1938)]

[ HEHI S, SHTIRT 5 v RE2FIROEL L /- personne D&
SONRERERNICZFTAND ERTERZWVWICLTS, #0RMER~OHEHHR
FIBELR 7 4 — W FIRERT, FhedTh BN S b > THELTWE T &
FEmORMIIEIIV. [] FEDEE) KoL TORSERIEBWVT, RiC
(AHEI® image) EEBITEEDBEEDIF, SHEUBEELERE L THEINT
W3, ] [Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique. 1981 (1973): 16]
EBZORAZY R LAOREE L WS FEROERMLO S, 77 HhERL
LOEHMEEHER T 20IC@TOREND 2AE 120, ErIHEAEOERRE
WHTEER FICEEE - EAFETH 3.

5 T ITHEBYIREE S VO NFEFENHEELZS TRBIAMD S B, WRits&T
FERIE L CORBEORZAEEE LTTA S, ITRECH»H BINA
ELTREEIFTEBEELZI TR OVEOMELZTIET 3. Lid - THBER
BRAL political office 35T EE P, INAPHRE &R IMEOEKETIIHL
W, R, N GE, F8, WARENS & EE ORI A EE T B o E
HLEWV. BULAKRETE, BILE L L2505 Ktk - BBAHT 3, &
HLAATRI LT & WA BRTHW S, BREEE O RIBESH» 50N II>WT
X 3 TRETE N3,
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1088, Surgy 1992] L L CA LA &h 3, Tho0BR%E, EMo
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[Pietz 1993F. Z NI ABIDPEROETIZb > FATHD, BOBD
TREEI N BRI N TORESI N/ AREREAE X 2T ALV ED
5 SR O HFRE & MR TRV, AR IEER AR RIS ERN RGE

DRET 2 S HFET 545, HENIKKRFINIEFELOB I EGHOR
EKEESEDTOL., FERERIUYET S, [H] s 3 [HEd]

6§ 7274 VALERIEE LTERTAILEBEONELRANICHEALZHOD
T&D,@iﬁ,K%Tﬁ.?é%@fimm.ﬁﬁ,@@EﬁUtC@ﬁ%
AHOWT, MREESO—WEZH CER3wasshtd. KETTIRS BN
k% &2 kAN 3 2 fER IR 80 FfIc b Taussig, M. 5= V7 ¥ X ALK
RELODENE S B WTER L, Ellen, Roy. & RAPEEIEH & HEH L
Ta—A2BIRWoTW5, %190 FERICIEKELD D OIRFEARER T HAE
59 % Jackson MMRHI R R D3 THZEA(E L, Rosenthal (3T,
B/ IHEDLBZT—=Few « hovboMBIE LT goro OIEEN A EMICKET L T
W3, 725, 77U AREEOBEREMEL, MBI 7] 2 TE2) &LL<
i T © TBEER] o5 ciliEl, B/ 20 <38 RTcEMLTL
o2, BEZEINTEL, 29 2=V F+—-FiE [7¥ 5] T,
PgomEicsl Z#fsnt, axenv—, KER BRSO, NH
PSS A BIEIFENERIZFIRIINESI NI L VRELEIERLT
Wiz, EDbIFBFLEPLUMNICOVT, DDA LABILEWSFHEREE0C
S ERAT, ROXHIBHETIEHT~NEKESS,

[Ty FAPRBICEREI T E0L, 5 REEEL ABHEEE
ABELTVWARRLBEPBWEWEDbNONREZILERD, EBICCOEBERZTY
VFETHANTTHALERKG itk Cch 5. ] FBEREEXTD
Wiz, BEZ LKL, Blhwikos L, zhidycds. (] T30
BRAMPAREE > TE-bdDTH Y, Fhikd 3 HETLHESN, 0%
WKEBESNTIHUHTEEICK S, ¥ 7—-BFohkiFhid, 2hiikks R
BT AEbELW, FARAEEENEZARFICEZ0TH S, [] HLEIR
ANEDOEIICEELXFS CEPHERLE L, FOLSICHMFEBRT B LEMNT
x50, LMLENRARBTRIEZVWL, FLTRETHEL, KABBZTRVEG
KTdh 5. ] [369]

[[--] WH~ED D72 b, RIEICODHTAZRIT I EN, THYFARNR
BEAILL TV B EWSERAEEBITZHAESH ] FhoEAZE, []
THYFETRERTERVWEVLWI LD TH S, [] WikoFERREO LD
T, THIRMTICHET IRECHBHINLD, ABLPEEERS5Z ST
Iha T EiFW, ] [5634]
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EHOD BRI OES DL, Aja RFERORERELAE T
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1. REENER

CTTHRET bR~ F AMEREER» 5 b — HEMEcE £
WoTERETEIALT Vv AjaTh 3. HFOREEMICEEDY 7 1
Kouffo JI[/» 5PRIEE / Mono JI[E T2 ZDF ) b)Y —ELTE, AO
FNF VTR EE36 A, b-TANCBILTAZEZ 5 [1992 4
Census]. XKZFOHAMREHICS O 7YV v HERY =Dtk 25
A% 7 2 Ako b L < i34 # Xome (Xo=%) L#d 3. BOBOD
7 3 (3 Ajavi, Kpobli, Fiokomeno 75 &V -2 & L BEAREE L,
WEOITECEY BT 3 ETCEBIERISEND D, BEEEREN D
DL 2 TV3, HETIENBORIFEEA SNV, 7)) —vN=7
Greenburg OEENMFETIE =V 2 — Ve TV TER I JEROX ST
NG D TNV —FICHiz5b. TV vik Ajagbe, 7 + V& Fongbe, 7 V&
Gengbe, 7 F iE Wacighe 5 &, [E&B| Khb - 2 HMEMLILEL T
[gbe] TH O, XULAHC SR VEREARICHHILP 5 b Y = Ewe:
Evhe ® 3 7 Mina, 7 # ~ Fon &M1& & $IGEFETIEI X Gbe EF&E 7 )V —
TO—DERZ, MEFE I VT POoOREEBENRBGL SN TV 3,
[Cappo 1983]

T 7TV wlith AT 3EBEANERIEIXHLD TLE W, Dahomey TEHHICER S
Ni-#E S Fon ilf@->THD, Ghe BRI N~ T DRI THRBEILERDPE
X AEENEEELHAINS. EERE H2EE SEFNERLLT
i De Medeiros, 1984 MRS BREEEA T N5, FRpINHIEV-T
b WVITEDORKEIC Kossi 1990 23db 3. EWRIHERIEEBHNE29F 27V T
DORELE S EIBHICREI N LD TH Y, BH-EAEOLRIERETH
5., BEFBEIBRBWERIOA VT VY ITHRA VI Ta—1E, BRELTHT
CNAEBTRDZD, FE-HLEOFER#EERMTERIcEEHvonTY
3, KRB TRIEH-BEBIHTOEREDH %2 Fon D& b LB E L T#EE
£84 %. Herskovits 1967 (1938), Maupoil 1981, Verger 1957 &1,
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FrrEER v EmaY, A VS VBEOREE oA IRV AAE
15 EDOERED I, EEBHBSEYIE L TRIECEITEORE 2B I
IR AEE LTS RETR=Y MY, E, Tyl oqi, NRREE
DEEELBILLLTVS, EROBKBIFEEOBEST S/ BTl
BEZ 1150 mm &, —HCKBICZ LWHIRTH 0, B3 1345 E s
hESNTE . FHOKIEX S E LT 3-4 A/NWZE, 5-T /ML
£8-9, "<y VvOERMORBICAD, 10 KNS 2 AE TR
LO©EEES DD, KPAELESAE LN SEE»OLDBRES AL
E, "y v RECEOEEE» Sy ARRNBT AL I EB B,
ETOE&NBALNS,

EROHBIERT ¥ v Aja it Ajavi (Aja DT L 0SSR S HEEL
o EHBAE NS, O RERMICR 1S HICEICShDIED, F4 Y=Y
7 O A 2 Oyo EED SEELE KN, BuRicbic-> THXF YO by
Ketou ~#% 0, 5t —3D % F Tado KEFELETEEZE VWL ALI
HERD B EBTE S, H5ODIKIZ L5 LIKE Allada 5 5
Abomey ~EFENEHEL 5k A OBHIRE T2 7 # v 05 b — THH
BT BEZHIKTY = Ewe WS TR =y 7 » J)L—7 ethnic group
ANEGEIE - TITLE 2 LTI 18 T D 4 & #+ EET DR R 73 50
RERTAKA Y TDNA F THE EEEL72Y 4+ Ko v Vodun (7
Yy T Voju EHE) 2DCARBEMTD EICEATL. 1 Voju 1
EEM~ v Y4 Mawu Lissa Z2THR E LT, ARBIL THRZEDH, FRiT
DIROM, BARYNMLE T 21, BYIOERE L 2MELELEIh:
5.

Z ODERERICHERTAIENTES, ~Y 1 4 Xeviosso, H/¥%
Sakpata, 4"~ Dan, b & X Toxosu, L 7 7~ Legba 75 & @ ##& oz

8 Pazzi, Gaybor, De Medeiros 137> De Medeiros 1984 BTN DiEmkE 4 B,
Kossi 1990 Tld X D RENBRATEBELZEHA TV,
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T, TDOYr ) z—=vave, Hick-TBLLEET Y. BNEL
LLTDOY 5 Fov&zOfR (KR BAKEBAFEETH S &
WX, HRL SN, 2RIEADFEENELTEEL, 7L v Pah,
bLSBHELTYL., APHEEELBL 3Z0EnoE -0
ENEIHLHHMLABOTIEEL, AR InENMAL, Axd
SESENRASERA TIOMERWL, 20, AT+ Fo v
EDZDHEDFHOESVIIVODERTEE - Ebbw, £<
BHFIROME LTERET SV 5 Ko VIidK, KE BEEBCHAS
ARICE - TEEPHERFEN LT IRHEORRLE LB 55, Vi
No DR OHOPEELL, BEEELII20u 01, $hzhdwi
WAL DETEICV - Z2 5 RHEIRBEO b D E L THEET 5. FOBEWRTY
Mo v Eld A TERERVEL, A4DAREELTRERV [4454
E5HIMTH 3.

C DIEMFE OERES £ TOERKM S o) THERKREVHETH 5 155,
AR TR Pantheon SR &S N5, I 6 ORFEHE Voju ~DF
RAB/NRIcEED D, e DADEETE (ED S chhb b HiRE
EzhicEob s ELicREREDTT 5. FAREBESEOERICESE
HTHNNEREOFHMICIIITIBEALKRVWY, PITTRT Vv it IicfF

O INSDEMRIMAOTEMELT, 3VWRHINVFOEEWNRELT, E
1, FEHNSERIBAEEN S, KB EFULINTIZE S OELAIEZ
BETBHNMABE TENRBEALTHE, T+ N /9T s Fo vkl
N, AIEEEME, BHFCRIENSEEIENEZL. HECHEL S ORESL %
KHRSORBOIT 4 Fo/ ThHY, BEIARAROEETH 2PEERICRE
B TR AEZ T, & Db Sakpata, Heviosso (ZRMBHICEEL 127
No v ThdeEeBIHBNLL L MELOFEFBBALIETEH 5. it
B2 Fevyyi@dvs Fo voir(s) 28HL, BEFREBRELTI =Y
T—vaviE, BILEECELIE, SABETEEEEL, Tor—o7
DOREREAE F->TWw <.

10 HEISHRED ~ EHEO RO K E LT T T Tld Peek (eds) 1991 2HFTH
QicE EH3E, HiEL L TO Fa (Ifa, Afa -+ ete) 2B L T I3 Herskovits
1967 (1938), Maupoil 1981, Bascom 1969, Surgy 1981 &,
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B7S 2 FEDBREEME Y EiFons. K3/ Bokono, ¥ ¥/
Tashino & XIEN 2HEEE TH 2438, FIFE FHoEFEICEBEL, B
BEEELBIROMETHY, RERFEAE L TENEIC1LPED
“Toh, HEEFCEHLIBILEZL D LESRIEMTH S, BED
Voju #2319 % L S OBREST RS W D, K2 &5 v &2
He52&ET, 7Y+ RIBORFERIRUR ZHRST 2

2. EEMNEEEH S B

2-1 MR Fa &EF Kpoli OFSE

Gbe SEERMFOHEH ST, AEIRTH D BH S, TOTEFRIKICK
ENEEARIITAEMOREELST, Se vt ERINZBAVHEHAL T
. ZO(ETIR, v&iE, ESM Vodun-Mawu & OEFERERME, [HiE
HIR—M%2E T2 5D TH -0 (Fon), EENBHIHLLDOEHITES &£
Hicth offfEE i EAOERTH D, ABLLME LTHET %%
DEEINB (Evhe) 7TV+ THRERBROSENPSAD LI dREHE &
wia%f@%b%hé EEL AT 7 A VIcEb-TEBD, Al

CHREDSIONTVS, NZZNAREMICEZ 5 T &I3HRL W,

R REFalc k- TZOBEAELEBVEMNOHO KDY BT oONIES
FoLEOTHHFHETLYIRVDI,

Falid, ¥F=7ERBREOET 7 ) hEE2ICOAL ZOHRBRHE
ha R0 &ETh 3. BRICEa v yoif e BSERE VbR
BHS, FHERXDT + v, TV s v EAL EKwaiBR FMIEHOEF

N ARRO T P v 2Bl 25k & < IcBHEE PR Y 1996 4£ 9 H-1999 4 3
HE Tk ancHHFAEO—kERIC S &<, HEIZEE Mono & Tovik-
lin B2 fThbihi. £k, KBick T3 7 Y »EHRIDIZ, UNESCO T &
51976 DT 7Y HNEET VT 7 Ny MEABRORIC QBN S 225, &
FDNF VBRI K 2B FLBERORR Z2ES, FRARLICOVTRERT 5.
¥ - AR OANE IR, HE 2000, 2001 OEOMLICEH LA+ E, —IfE
BT 5, BEOKVIX v EBEOEELZICES LW,
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PREKL, AR —RIchhrby, AXZAEOH O BEEE LS
ATCHEREALTS, YaoPvOEOHESD Ux) #HHEL 2K
oL bD, AIKOMERXFDIRLEEELBVTES. 16 0%
(mezi) IKIZTNZFN 16 DTS DD SLN, BEOKME LTI 256 @
DOBRV/GOND LB, L IR1I6DFHEFILELTEH B
EEPHOERE L, Maupoil 13 Z DM EF&ICEERL TS, /2%
N&EHAVBERZEY R GRTIZ Bokono EFEIEH, HIUIE R EHEEMExH
LIcHERE2ODIENSEBIRT 20k 3. 20 —o0H (1F) 2K
(Bokono) Ik » TE SRR SN, BB THKE O VWIKKIZWMhIEEP
DO PR EN, EDOLS3 P UBEBRENTITI T b EDHEZ,
nab,
CDHWOFERRZ, B DEE, HEKEOMNA ZHET 5 72D DML
BALE Y (Avossa: sa vo=1#1F3) ORENHLLICE B, 7Y x4
YIIHE, NELREOHOEROMEEEMNLE LT, LpsxE{itYzE
PEICBESLIBILTHS. 7Y+ HIMEEEOFIC L - THEH» SEE
FIC\We 3T, B->THhh, K BREOHNODEBEBEVWRKS T X
FiIo&NB. Rebicd > TT7 v+ v OHBERIEER 7 v 7 RE -
TWw3, LHL, e VIEAIELTENEEBR R LEYL, 794
FIIMEBEEHLLOEETAZER ({2 ThHhhasThh) OAFICBEX
NERESDHBDOENDS, ThiEA ORI PEEVNE I L%
WoIZETHES O, BN DOSDTH > THERRTHS. 7V 4
HOBEHNBEFIE FEOH itk > THRESD, b FOILEALRED
hk ) dROEAYORD, Z20OMELRTET AHIETHSE LD, &
PASEDBE ZEORRETH BIGEEWDE IRV, BIRARRRWIGEHT
HBIFFHE, EFICRERLOBITEZIE T2 E56H5. LL
A& ZZFORYIHNG T &S A BTAEESD.

& 5T Kpoli EWHEBEEMH D, BAITESFN T SN FTORIN 5
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50, hhElick-THLHEN, MARROHBTONIEHEE KT S L
V. NN RET BT YV HROFED, FEIEL IO
DR Kpoli EAETH -7z, AN RHEEFICBIT 3 AREPHES
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Sema ku nyi dandan ngbe keke axwe
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Nugbono (Fon) Afano (Fon)

Vavano (Fon) Obaluwa, Babaluwa (Yoruba)—
Luwo (Yoruba)
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