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Abstract This paper aims to examine the causal relationship between social network and life satisfaction of

Chinese residents who came to Japan for the last twenty years. I assume that immigrants depend
on their personal network because they are unacquainted with the language, the institution and the
culture of the host society. Prior researches about social network of immigrants focus on the role of
ethnic network, which means the relations to people of the same ethnic origin. However, in the field
of social network analysis, many researchers consider social network structures as important
factors, and "density" is often used as a network item to measure egocentric network structure.
Therefore, I examine the effects of ethnic characteristics in the network composition and density of
egocentric network to the degree of life satisfaction. The result of multivariate analysis shows that
the effect of ethnic characteristics in the network composition is limited, and density of egocentric
network have an influence on the degree of life satisfaction.
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