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Abstract In A Treatise of Human Nature, I, iv, 6, Hume presents his arguments on the issue of personal

identity. In the previous section, he discussed the issue of the substance of the soul, assumed to
be the a priori foundation of personal identity in those days. The purpose of this paper is to clarify
one of Hume's intentions in discussing the problem of personal identity. This paper attempts to
examine (1) the relationship between the notion of the substance of the soul and the problem of
personal identity, (2) Hume's question about the problem of personal identity, and (3) the meaning
of Hume's labyrinth of personal identity. In the course of examining these issues, it will be shown
that Hume did not mean to deny the existence of the self when he called the notion of substance or
personal identity 'fiction' in his arguments. Because Hume used the word 'fiction' in his own
meaning, related with the imagination. Hume's programme is not the justification of the belief of
personal identity, but an explanation of the origin of the notion. Further, Hume's labyrinth suggests,
paradoxically, the hope of special treatment for the problem of personal identity.
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