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Abstract Tendai hongaku shiso ("Tendai teaching of original enlightenment") has been criticized as a non-

Buddhist teaching because it presumably denies the cardinal principles of Buddhism. This paper
briefly highlights the distinct features of Tendai hongaku shiso and examines the particular case of
such criticism. By exploring Tendai hongaku shiso's new interpretation of a notion of "identity"
(soku), it argues that though being basically Buddhist the development of Tendai hongaku shiso
was greatly influenced by an indigenous Shinto religiosity.
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