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On Names of Fictitious Things and
Things which do not Exist

——Abelard and J. S. Mill——

Hajime Machida

Mariko Yamaguchi

Although we speak of fictitious person or things in books,
films, or in our imagination very frequently and without any hes-
itation, the status of the names of fictitious things or things
which do not exist has been quite ambiguous and problematic
in logic.

In this small paper, we would like to consider whether the sen-
tences which include these names are susceptible of truth or
false, by mentioning Abelard, who insists that the existence of a
name is inseparably connected with the existence of a thing
which is signified by the name (or at least, an evidence of the
thing’s existence), and J. S. Mill, who insists that the existence of
a name does not necessarily demand the actual existence of a
thing which is denoted by the name. '
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RINBZEHD b OB BN - HWH) ONH%2FF> d 00 FEHH
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AARE] D%, T2OBENCKDRIEERBSBVIEASS,

TR —=WERRRY, INERCETZ [F-F-EFBTH3] b,
(#1554 YDHEEDOREEINEDRERED, KEKRL SDTH
5] BIELWV, EESHKSI. 2%h, EETId00K/ICE L, BicE
ELTOWRVWHDODZIE L, BEDLODZICR K, Thodd 5iLdE
TABZRODR S, ZOMBERNEEZRES T X (I ViFTHLEX
* [(AEME| LY, EBEPKRTHLEELD) BELVWEEZ, £5
THRVHBDEFE->TVWEEELBRES). FEzh ook TEREL
T ELW] EES. COEE:E, [BEThs| LRAKBERMI T LBIE
BEIROL., INVHBRAEGEIIOVWT, Z202HEEAEREICKS
EBI—AT, €5 L7cemE (KEm&E) % ‘merely verbal proposi-
tions’ LY, A v VOB EEL L LT, [BRERERTRERS
ZZBV] EE->TVWEhLE, B, ABOBELEGHROLD
Thh, EREBFELILIcE T s raElEZ RIS, TS LML, F&x

D, BOFENVHARREZEDTHH 3, EVIHOELEFEE BRSO
CBETHAD. EThil, BEOHDODL < EELBTVHODZITHOW
TOFRBMERETHSE, BATEREELTES> L bTEEDBL
N,
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CZETRINO—PRLITOVCTOFHPODOBERE L TE RS, fic
o THBEZRBEDI I KFEOLNLTWVWEDEA S, HIEGRARE b -
P, FRRR USRIV EVSEELIOVTS, —RENBADLS
CHETRRBEE LRV ZEE XSO TEBMEZ S (BsWVWIRTFR
BEALB) ERDEBEBEAID, [NaLy b R [HHFTIAL [T
SVFaR] REREDESLHEDNBESI D, VI FFALEY X b
BEBEELLIEEZRIADBVEDY, KBEKEELLZEVDIhBEADE
HERE, BB EEARVWOTHEAS (it AD kS, FHE
DILEBBEIBEDO—FEYRE—%M BRI > - ADIBARL
1205, el DI B LI BEDREELILEIAT, ZUBHOMHT
b15< ZDANOHHDIDE 5213, BOBROHRELDESES3),
INDEBFZIOVTOHRIT, 7 ) 7FEESER LTV AEHRZS|
HLTHIW,

[HED IR AL, 550D, MOZTREL DIFEOLERT
5 EHBMBDEEE-TEIVWESIL, FRAHDIELS
3. SRR, —EE2Fohiciis, 25 LcEEM S ML
fb D, BBEANRRBOEGHEY s VThotetebILY s v LS
FonfcohdLlhidnl, H5HZ, &— vIOFEDOICMET S
ity —r=REZDF oD E LN, KD, HEAD
REBHERMULERLTVBENS T EMBY 3 v EWIEBER
9 5% T & (signification) D—#EK L TVWED TR WL, F—F
TADFETIA S, F—MIDOFEOIKHZEVI T EE, TODFE
MHERT BT EO—ETIREV., b LBDHBHOEEE 5SS, #H
BTKENEDLZRELT, COEPHOMPSENTLE e L
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Thd, HOZE2ZEZREBORVEVI ZERBVWEASS. Fhilk
2, BELVIBDIL, BENLRTIEOVLIL BN EOKIA
W, Z5TRWE, TOEESETHELA Ll £0ZEHWAS
TENHRIELB->TLEIDSKE, BERIIERAFICDIT SN
F2DTHY, ZOWEDH-, WhBIEEORFICHKEL K
W, J&9 |

FFOEELHRALTHL ST, HEADROWEIEIRKESELZ L,
hpbod, BUATHRENSETS. HEBETOD 5 AOHEBZDOAD
ZO—ETRBWIERESHE., COE, 7=+ %5 vk 1D, EE
BEERINERET AHEMN T E7 ) FFEELVES S, TED
AANDEFEITODVTREIEAI . TDOADBTAIKETS, ZOAZEE
WHL, BHADPVEIEES, TOHRRONEZ[REZOAEERT SIS
5., [EBELTVWB] End &b Ivpnd [HE| ThD, Thidfk

{, BEDERTELD (BKRT2b0EV->THIWVESH) O
TREVWDTHSB. 2FY, HIEE, HIAPEELTVEI LI,
ZDOEVBYERT DURPELET 2L VHIFELZF| T &RV,
INHK, bO0FEELE, SEOEKRO—FELTEETNTVEDTI
1, FrRICE - THR » {}iﬁ(postulate)é’h’(b\% bDIEDTH A,

bolbd, EYOLSBWE GEEE) %, z0oEMEERT AEES
DRIGRHEE BMT T ERTERV, I E » TEQHISTTRNA &
ik, TOEMERT I ONEEICEOEHE (B ThHy, LB
[AREL oflicb EonaskHic, TOLZTHRIENEDDNERHBTH
D, EPEOAREBLEEVHMZI T IWVWEDTHS. 120, BOEKKETH
LEPCHO>VTE, bR - MWBEER O LB ZO DI E > THEN
THBEEVZBENEIPERETH BN E1.

INWDFEHBY, BHOBERIZZDLADERNROELELEZESESH T

(30)
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L (REOFEEFILLE-TR) BYVTHEEEDLNE, Ao TLE
B, EEZIK2VWTHI D LAEMNBEEERGIE, FELZDL S ICE
&, HOETHBRPEELTVSDODZIDVWTS, ZOELMENB I
EEOMAZZH0E LTHRVELZDOTREVES S b, [NAaLy N
[HHFLEAl KO2VWTh, ITNLDEBEETEILEVSIIENS, Th
COENIERTE2EDOPEET I EABBELILBLTHLVES S
L, INHDOEZZUY, 1HREARBTVWELEVWIEHRTEARES
HMITE 572D, HEVRERSHEALY, LWH T ERIFESTVE
A, 747V avofiiibobnd Ay EEYIL, ZoFEohicsun
f&é%ﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁénfmémféo,%5Lk%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁé@

SEL, TNWODZBIARE O T IR, TOXRBERLRBBEEELASDT
RISV B S D,

EuIhid, 3o [BEOEKIC, ZOEIIERIROELEIEEN
B0 VS EI SR L IBEOEAT, ERICEFFRZ S BRIV
YA E\ I VIEAE pRE & (BSR4 RE (essential, or merely verbal propo-
sitions and accidental, or real propositions) X545, HBEE, £
DFEDOHIGTRALE (O—F) THRES T 2O8KEMBETH 52,5, i
AABLA D EZ2RFEIT 5HE, H5VIEE b2 bIERARER
BROEEEHPERTE 5 HE, SEIEBRAMEL VI LB ELT
BARGEIT, AIEICBVWTRALXS I, BECETIEMLIET 608
ThHh, TOEBEMI DI, FREINTVWEEIADAHDID
WTOBEEZH - TVBRENH B, I VEER, TBRTRIAEERE-
NEHTHE REMGE | & BN, BALRDOH Y FIREDEVT
W3 (BRGE ] 2FLIBT, BEDOEGS, D EOREEFBIT R
BELTVWAIEEFELTVWRLEELARTAE, AV IVOLSLS
BWXTH B EBNTWS,

EisehTd, [BRT] EVIBBLPEECFELTVERNL5EVLT,

(381)
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COEMBIERT 2 bOPHEBIEET AR LELRBELTV. HRIURIE
FELBEVEBEZICOWTHRBETHAS.
CHERERPEELBSVEEYE BEELREEHT) ©BVT, 747
VavOHIBIET A0, POTEELLEDDEIK, EDLHI
HEEF-TVWAEEZIONTVED, DAV EDOLIBHEER->T
WEhHBRE-ZFDLTVWEBDE, 5y v VOFIELTERLR [HEDY
5VARERRTHS] DLW bDER, LROEESERLSE. I
WARTWB XS, HOPICRY s YEPEBREIPVSIZDAREEL WV
5L, baELDRd BFIARX T4, BELTHORELRZHENE L TV
%, 29D, BEMHLRIF, KEDOY +»vOR)D, b5HEATED S
KEDAN - bDZEIERTHI LKL TH, REZBHRAUICBOTIRER
BN bDEIERLEBS. CHLIENEDAN DEZIEBRLTVSE DR
PERETAEA, RABIVvF I/ AMURKELTWVS, 24, [BHED7
SV ARTERETHS] 3, HFEOHELTH TR OEREMA L S,
BRRTE 747 v a vOohBETARTHAEVL, BHEWC7 5 v xH
EBVBRTERW, THLAEXZZ, EBRPEZARY, FreryaiixX
EWVWZBDTEEBVWEASH., INET vy VDI B/ ERMT DI,
(COXDEESEEBRBOSTHBORDIS) TYWRHIETHBL, TH
T, BEOETINEET ARICIOXBBRRONIESICZTNBRB/TDH
5E95DEF, TRl CHWT 2ot A B3k 5IcE8bh
5. '

BRGEI BV TR, RERREED I YT 7 X MY, ZORERNE
DREFICKEBFEHAZRLTVWS, 75— ek 5, [EE~NOHE
OF#] b, REBEICELESINEIEVHIEKRT, a V577 2 FTREL
TWVWBEVWHTEERLTWVWAEIII, Bbhsd, EPEZD—HT, 7N
=& INETIE, RIEPESOEEXTETH 5ADERARDOELREL
RADDbDEEL, BERBEITRBVEVIATRAZ(RLS, 3

(32)
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VOGS, ¥— b RAOFIREERETEOZTEDI S OSDP B LI, —
A DBE R, BEZIC>VWTh, —EXOENEIZIERT B LEL
IN—IBEDONIB L (—REDEHERE, —EdB5EN, bIEHED
K BELEEFH>LDEIERTAIEVAIN—UBEDOLNLLD), FOD
BOWBRNROELER, FBOEEIOKFIEIND LB dOTRE Y, &
fEDE S RERAETHE, EES LEBEL LS E0EICEET 3
bOTHHUL, FIETE 206N a 7SOHEDS B, EEER
FTanLIUXE, MOBEHBOBVWEOLEN S, EAWALricRL @
25 L X TREAEA S EbHEDTHE,

- % * %

ST, COESRLToADESEORERNN S, SEEEEOMIE
KOVWTELZTEL, " A, BEOLD - EELBVSDDEZEEEX
oW Th, ASPOBBEEZEDLIELTVEETR—ELTVSE
SEE1EAS. EAREL, EAREE, ThAGEWELOELTHL
TOWBARBVWEL L FHERBDTH > T (BEWKICT 37D DHA
BBY, TNEERT BENSBH L LEERBOTS-T), T35 L
NSO 1 > & ET, TNODEENEEEKEEFE-O>DOME S
PEEETH B, Z5FANE, BEOLOOLEEEEUNOEHRE T
5 Ui iEmEE R 5 NBIOEEICRD 577~ VOELE, FERR
BOTRBWVWIES D, 20, ABOREEZRPTILIITEROVIESS
7, Lbhd, SEEVS b0, —EEDESIHVENEBIIONT
W—EETIE, EE -HEOHOEELIIMIYIC (bBAAZNLEK
B3 300, BHRAEBLELZLSS. 29I, bLBHETHIC
W BISTHROEEARAANDbDE L, LHOEKT DD BIcE
HEEVSbOEEDTLESIC LR, BRETLTHD, EE BOTH
BLEALS. EMVFhicEE, BEEOHT BEObD, EELNK
(o bDBEDEEBSUXOEGEM S WHERE VS b0, BkA

(33)
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bOThHB. TONRTERLE, “AORBZEFEOHROME - k%
BLTC, COMBIAOHOT Fu—F2RAAob 0N, 8T, 5
ERAEDIIELBLES I b

pa

L AEOHMRIETHTS 5.

(1)

(4)

(5)
(6)

BlZE, 7o vF4 7D VR, [TOE DDA &EELBVIBSIC,
AHBEMTH S GRE,] BBEFON5E. £, F+T70XTF7 19 RE
K THxo V3 ABITH3] KOV TOERSBH 5. ROBXERLE,
Sten Ebbesen, ‘Talking about what is no more. Texts by Peter Gorn-
well, Richard of Clive, Simon of Faversham, and Radulphus Brito’, Ca-
hiers de I'Institut du Moyen-Age Grec et Latin, 55, 1987.

WA, Yryry EFaUFy, [v74ZX=5 1113 %2R&

William & Martha Kneale, ‘The Development of Logic’, Oxford, 1962. p
264 (LUF DL. &B89)

Petrus Abalardus, ‘Dialectica’, ed, L. M. de Rijk, 1956, 2™ ed, 1970. p
187. (LIFD. &HBEY)

D.p188

D. p279

... Cathegoricarum autem propositionum veritas, que rerum actum
circa earum existentiam proponit, simul cum illis incipit et desinit. ...
D. Introduction, pXLVIIL

a. ‘est’ is a predicate signifying existence,

‘Socrates est.

b. ‘est’ has the force of an existential quantifier,

‘Homo est animal.

c. ‘est’ has only the sense of ‘Vocatur,

‘Chimera est opinabilis.’

D.pl63

BB DE IR 2 LS T & % ‘Consignificatio temporis’ & 13, FEA
TW3, FEE, TOLEARETE, BfloTEEalsl, 75—
i, DEHFEOALST, 275 BRESINELKRLTHTEDLIEL
TWBDTREBWE, &LV, 75— VEEOBREBE I 5 5H
&, B, ROBEHRICR-ZFhRENTWVS,

. vere ‘currit’ significat tempus, quia praesens tempus; ... con-

(34)
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significat enim nunc esse, idest rem suam ut existentem, in cursu scili-
cet, praesentialiter. ...

‘Logica Ingredientibus’ ed, B. Geyer, Beitrdge zur Geschichte der Philoso-
phie und Theologie des Mittelalters xx11-3, 1919-1927, p354. (PI'F LL
LEB%d)

(10) LI p361 ‘chimera vocatur chimera'.

(11) D.pl134...utnichil aliud ‘ego nuncpor Petrus’ quam ‘ego sum Petrus’ in-

telligatur. ... %0 D. pl38 (FIIEFICLB) 2B L.
Unde mihi, si profiteri audeam, illud rationabilius videtur ut rationi suffi-
cere valeamus, ut scilicet, guemadmodum oppositionem in adiecto secun-
dum oppositionem magis quam secundum appositionem sumimus, ita ‘ac-
cidentalem predicationem’ accipiamus, ac cum dicitur, ‘est homo’ vel
‘est opinabile’ vel ‘est album’ pro uno verbo ‘esse hominem’ vel ‘esse
album’ vel ‘esse opinabile’ intelligamus. ’

(12) D.pl67 d. ‘Homerus est poeta.

e. ‘Chimera est opinabilis.’

(13) ThHkneale D7 XT— A OHYBOELHTH S,
DL. p208 % R & :

(14) D.pl137

(15) D.pl35 [(btrbh D) A& ] LiFHFHEICLINE, v+ vyE—-—DF a3 — &
(?). 14, #3GR (constructio) WRBLMBOER L &, XNEFENK TR
B, CORBIOMAEAES S IKRETBTH B, cf Petrus Helias,
‘Summa super Priscianum’. vol I-Il. ed. L. Reilly, Toronto, 1993.

(16) D.pl68—pl169. DO, FAoXZDABHZEBIRBL, [FAoX] %

o [Fa 7y -4 v dictamen’| ETNT—IVEFFES, LL, TR, [Hx0D
2] BPOAEELTOREVORS, d B3 Al KBV T—FAH
HESh2L0H00? SROWUEUTHAS., TRS—VPHGEFTEIO
iZ 1%, ... aut si ‘Homerus’ nomen est dictémnis, quid in ‘poeta’ in-
telligitur? ... (D.pl69) T L T, #/d. BT H>FHLN5D0TH 5, Hb,
... Hic est enim sensus: ‘poema Homeri est poeta’. ... [ &4 0 X DF,
FMATHZ] EVWHIEKTH S L. (ibid)

(17) #S5WEE->Td [BHE actus’] #, BEEEDHEETELALNLED
DIEOME, SSIKRFORMSH B, 20, a7 JIcxtd 2RHIOT%
iZ, BRENTH 20 EI D, VIRV SPOEREHLELEZ
5. ZOE, NETHNS ]S Il BoZ2DLEBEZZF--TVW3A L
2THB, Hick-Tassicxtd sieHOTER, BRHENTDHS. ZOH
&, K&, WREFEENCAT, EHEREL,

(85)
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(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)
(23)

IL

(24)
(25)
(26)

D. p162 ... Atque si hoc ubique ‘est’ verbo deputetur ut aliquid ex-
istentium predicet, falsa est propositio que proponit ‘chimera est opina-
bilis vel non-homo vel non-existens’. ...

LI pl75... Sic etiam cum dicimus chimaeram esse opinabilem, nil attri-
bumus chmaerae, sed potius monstramus animam alicuius opinari chi-
maeram. ...

D. p137-p138... Proprias autem locutiones eas quoque enuntiationes
cur non dicamus in quibus non-existentium nomina ponimus ? Sicut
enim chimera proprie non-homo dicitur, hocest unum ex his que non
sunt homines, cur non etiam opinabilis diceretur, idest unum ex his de
quibus opinio habetur, quippe eadem exstitit ad non-existentia nom-
inum suorum impositio que ad existentia suorum. Sicut enim dictum
est in impositione ‘hominis’ ‘dicatur ista res homo’, sic etiam dictum est
in huiusmodi re non existente: ‘dicatur ista res opinabilis’, ut sic etiam
non-existentium nomina inventa sint ad agendum de ipsis secundum
hoc quod {in) impositionem veniunt, sicut existentium ad agendum de
ipsis, veluti cum dicitur: ‘chimera est chimera' vel ‘opponitur ut homini
vel alicui alii’. ... 1, ( ) NIIREOHATH 5.

Willem Remmelt de Jong, ‘The Semantics of John Stuart Mill’, D.
Reidel Pub, 1982. p148-p150

Arthur Prior, ‘Time and Modality’, Oxford, 1957, p107.

John Stuart Mill, ‘A System of Logic’, collected works of ] S. Mill, Routl-
edge, vol 7, 1973, p81. (LI F SL. &B89)

That which we affirm to be past, present, or future, is not what the sub-
ject signifies, nor what the predicate signifies, but specifically and ex:
pressly what the predication signifies; what is expressed only by the pro-
position as such, and not by either or both of the terms. Therefore the
circumstance of time is properly considered as attaching to the copula,
which is the sign of predication, and not to the predicate.

B, P () RREAEFEEOHATH 5.

AZOHM IO TH 5.

D. p137
SL.pl18
SL. p33

(36)



