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Current problems in the theory of history

Karl Acham

In this article the author presents an account of the philoso-
phy of history which treats in a sketchy way such central topics
as causation and explanation, objectivity, and knowledge intet-
ests in history. In discussing these topics he considers various
recent writings on history by philosophers and historians.

Of the three chapters, the first seeks to defend the significance
of historical explanation against sceptical doubt, emphasizing
that the variety of grounds we have for knowing about the past
does not justify any effort to equalize the cognitive content of
all possible explanatory approaches. There follows a discussion
of objectivity, selection and perspectivity in chapter II, giving spe-
cial attention to more recent tendencies towards a moralistic foun-
dation of historical knowledge. The concluding chapter consid-
ers the currently rather neglected double goal of historical educa-
tion: scientific competence and erudition. |

By exploring such questions and problems, the reader may be
led to reflect upon the nature of scientific reasoning in the human-
ities.
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1. BERBAOERICDONT
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OEEORAVPEET 2 0h, BEKOBELERIEICREREZIEDOKS
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&, (s3] MBELAOGNS, fh, by S —DPREEZTTOEE
Bofel s, EHLELEEBZE LI L, BAOBEZKRT2C
ERBOLLICEEBALN, NYRsEAE VOIS BEEEHRE
H-Ti, B (V] MBELAMENTVE, #-Yavid, Edo
ZoogEEELLSE L B, BEoOMERORET, kv b
7—F%H, SHDOIBEESREEESELVOERBEE LT, Lich- T
SMTTAZIERLL, BRL, BT aEkeE LckES &L, BEXH
DERMST EBEERNINNT OB ZRRICLTHIDT, A—vaun
Allckoiic, BEHEEDREDOLVNVCEHT T EBTES. Wby
3 [BRRRRE] 2O B3RZBOLLIDOIEEZESFRI LS, T
CTHELEL LM EVS EERTULF R SHR & BEERIIER O
RESHEIHNILTWS., a—uy it 25y ADJEREGR Ui
1940 FFH icishice v + 5 —ofs (TEHEKRD » oM T 2EER

(226)



12} FOEILE

i, DI LBZDHB/BIALNIEBHIN—=2 5 v EREZFEFRER LS
BLTWS, BREFOHICE [HEERRE] 2ty b 7 —FARsREL
T, 272 b b2 EO5BEBH « A FroF—HERITRTE L, F
1V NDKFEDRENE DIFE DRI S & fo b 2 {bRI 7S BL (T1EA
R WRESETBEALMBVE, A—Yavid, OEEHRERERE
ZRDEDITE LD, 25 ¥ AR DEUFENEHFH B IEFEICE 5T
WL, ZOXIBEEMSEELI-TER, TOHRKOHEYRHHDIzHIC
SRVBBETRITVESLIE. FNEVSIDBEY b T -1 5,
28 Y N\ORBRBRICES -l E3BEETHBELTH, ThizHE
BHED—# BRI b S o725, SREREEEXROH 51—
FHIEIPITR OB h o120, BEULRP LI EOEEREELEDOTH 5.
COZEBE L TEENICA SBEAPEETH S, COBAIR, BE
IR FOHBRIC Y- T, FEOCEEOBRM L FREZMFAT s L&
OOV TWA, ZOBARKT LS, BRNFHOZYM 0B L b
SISV, ZOHAD, RFOLEZNEHEAEREEDbD, Lichi-T
- EOBEOERICRELFHEHT 30D IcEbLEDTH S, ABFEAICE
FEZ2BL, £#LT/%13 (und/oder) SEH OEEHIBREELMRBRL LS &
5735, BRPLERMVGEIFETHS. TN L TAPEAZFE
L, 2 LT/ERRBBEAOERNEREZBIRLLS L9545, BEE
FBILGAVBEINIENETH S, LOBEOFRSBRINE I, &
FLLEEZDOLDIEEFERY, LELEEHENEN» S CoBEOEHE
DHEFIZED L5 LT 20 IEP>TVS. bhbhRETSH, [HEN
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