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Knowledge and Truth in Augustine’s De magistro

Sumio Nakagawa

In his dialogue ‘De magistro’, Augustine states a famous thesis:
we get knowledge not from any human teacher, but from consult-
ing the truth inhabiting in our inner man. Augustine’s concept
of this inner truth, however, seems to change in the course of
the dialogue. When Augustine first introduces the idea of inner
truth, he compares it to light and says “Concerning color and
other things we consult light, the elements of this world, those
bodies which we sense, and the senses themselves (12,39)".
What he means here is that when we get sense perception, we
are also aware whether this perception is true or false, that is whe-
ther it is of real things (res) or of false images. In this sense, the
truth is something by which we are convinced that our know-
ledge is true. Augustine had acquired this concept of truth
through the refutation against the Sceptics. But at the end of the
dialogue, Augustine says, “pupils, looking to that inner truth, con-
sider within themselves whether teachers say true or not.
(14,45)" Here the truth is something by which we can judge
whether what has been said is true or false. This transition can
be explained as follows. Augustine from the beginning does not
regard the certainty of knowledge as wholly objective. “We con-
sult”, he says, “the truth according to the capacity of each one.”
He is well aware of the limit of our capacity. It was this aware-
ness that prompted Augustine to change his notion of the truth.
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HLES., BTHB3LEEDNLTVEDE, RonTWwaboh [T e
51 DD TREL, FRONDOLREEVS [TEBLD8] LT
b3, COBEKTO [HEEB] P75 b= RLDEHICEELHEETH 5
CERIEBIRIDPNBETHAD., LIANBTIITAT 4 XRFEHI
BT T, BERTVALEWLOEERFELIILENTES, LS. [N
CEBELTOVS] ETREL, [TEPSERELK] LEZHL, E
EBAHIERNRBLEEIDOTH S, [COLINRLRELRIIEESN
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TEBSO—EOIHE LT, WRORF->-TWEDTH D, I
o TINERDBEPOLED SR, BEERICL - ThiLith 3
EOPRVWOTYE ] EFbN TR 7975254 X213, bhibh
BT EREET EE, b % [BHAH 5 contemplantes | FEL TV 3
EEZDL, [BRDREMBE | ERBAINTVEION, TEE%E2ELLEDN
bhof-TVWAHITHE I EFFSLTHAS. T TRbIDONAERL
£, TUTRF4 XARTERORRLTVS [TEMS] K20 T
DI, TEEEBEISTERE->TTIRREL, [TEBL] ZRBE
EoTHEBINEEZEZTVWELLTHAS, ICRONICH ZILRIF, FIT
DVWTOIDL)MEBENEFELK, HAEHRTO [TEML] THA.
TTTCTI9TRF4 RRF TTEME] 2RBER K> T EERIN
2D, PDREBZOEFOETOOLNOME L THRHET S ELRIEZLTY
BV EIEBRLLY., MIICEEIBESNSZDOOE, MhE2RBEE
KEoTRILTWS, TEid%2EAZOEE, [HicATWwa] &0
HET, bhabhRALEZH->-TWVWBEETIIATF 4 XARELTL
23 BELTVWABDICOVTESILZIRIEESNTVE ONH
RELNTVWEHDTHY, BELTOVIEVLHDIZOWVTES & X I
BENTVLBLEBBEICERONTVWEHLDTHSE. TUYT AT 4 X AR
MOREES | EVIHEVEFEZLTVWAEY, ThizdbaA [DRIKOL
T TETRRYV, BRIRBELL [2EP6] 2WT, Zhzk
ERRELILODE LTELILEN, [DREES | ERBHSATVED
Thb. BHicHl-TWBIEBMTH D, [TEBLZEDHD] THA
b, TCEMODB] ThHBMERBC Elck-T, [l ARTVWSE X
bEAELILNTES, EE-TWVWADTHS. DEE, bhbhid
DEAABEEDLCLOTELTHAS. Fhd LESPHIMEZRTY
BZEIoTRIE, BODE->TVWBRIENETHAPBTHE0E2HS
W Eits 5. |
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TYOIRF 4 XRRGBYOERT [BER] 28 ->TV05. —DDEK
T, BREBLTREIOA TSI L, [JEW5Z2D0HD] BETH
3LrEHb05. TOBRIBOLT, TEXoLSHARINENILRIZEBT
b5, bLEHEYM COBKTOEDORATHELRL, BEHEZELH-
TWBIE, $15bE [CENLZDHD] 2HI-TWET EEbhbh
KHESE2 DL LTHOBRTHS LIS, LIL, $5—D0D
BT, [Thh [HIcRTWwWaT & ] 2EE2LE, bhbhDl &
BETHELEONS. BEEXFELIIENTELDICHERTRIE [H
KRTWwWE L] ODHE—DERTOEREHINT S LETHEPD, T
TROONLZEBRBERZM T ABME L TOEETHB I LITE 3,
[BEEHIIBVTAHSL | LEILEE, TYTRTF 4 XRARVTNOEKRTE
HZE-TWVWBDTH A, THMR] o<, O [HEBICHKS
B EELNIEE, TUTRF 4 XRABELZTCOVEDOREEOEKRTH

LN, BREEZELTCOEBIc-VT MBIV TIENRIE, Bik%E

BLTEETIZZOMOEDIIOVWTRIDODHDOTRELBEEINZY
K, DL IBLEMBIDIHFABHYLEE L THWAEREZ D
bOIT, - KT 5] LEONTWELLTHBE, ot T
Do ] 206D SObNONORHIIWZEETO [FEHMoRK ]| 5ES
hTWwa, ZokHi K] 2HET 2Ll bhbhoRTW3T
EMTTEBLZDED] TH-T, [TEBLOB] TRITWV EHER
5T ISRV, ETABHEEOKRDL Y OERTRR, #Hfol L3%E
HAERFEIDVWT, ROEIIKFEDO TS,

FDEE, BEEEFENSIALBE, ENEo-bEIE,
BADHTELS. bbb 5A, DORBEIEHZHSDHORKS
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GIF TR D KL, @D

CCTHEBIE [E05E ONTVEDED] EFEAZBRESNTVES,
TR, BEREA grﬁfbéuééﬁﬁéﬁéﬁ%Jf@m<rﬁ
BOYWATREL T AW THBEEXShTV3, EESOIOL
5 52k, HOBMAOZILIEL TS, HEED, b LA [
ThBTLARES AL THBET RS, HTHET L FHEL
TVLBEXITDA, [HloTWB ]| TEEFEDBIEICKS. Lbl, B
mE [EAOHW e T ol ThoEELB L =iTiE, HELY

ZRBMLTOVBEATS, BEROHEIPRINTVWAERS, [Hl-TW
3] LEBEHONENLTH B, WEOHCHEIBFAL T DX S KL
LBV T, bhbNBSLHADROILEEHTEZS2THS
5. TUTRT 4 2 AR, EBCHKT S| & TEHIBVWTRS]
LESLE, HThBHCEOBKIBHENSE NG EBELTVEG,
[EHICHSKT 3| BB ZhEBE0wEsicky, BESTRELEEAEMIL
TWB®, BHTHBEHMETHIEN, TOLSIES ARSI L
BOWHEETHSETE, ZOHER [HM] 23 hruih/icdo
TRIEWPSETH 3.

a3
pa

(1) Retract. 1,2. ...... scripsi librum cuius est titulus, ‘de Magistro’, in quo dis-
putatur et quaeritur, et invenitur, magistrum non esse, qui docet homi-
nem scientiam, nisi deum, secundum illud etiam quod in evangelio
scriptum est: “‘Vnus est magister uester Christus.’

(2) De mag 14,46. Nunc enim ne plus eis quam oportet tribueremus ad-
monui, ut iam non crederemus tantum, sed etiam. intellegere in-
ciperemus, quam uere scriptum est auctoritate diuina, ne nobis quem-
gquam magistrum dicamus in terris, quod unus omnium magister in

caelis sit.
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(6)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

De mag. 11, 38.

Madec DRFBICHH. KL, HIOESRIZERICHEL TIFKE WV, Madec, G.
Oeuvres de saint Augustin 6, Paris, 1976, Introduction, p. 20.
BECEARLITLALE LicRfMdELiohiw] ceE2lLali
E>TRABHEASABV] TEERFHFLRV, BEUDS, TOZO060
BItBWT [HA 5] CERERRIAETRBVWALTHS. LrL, 12
52 NHEEOEEMSBITTAENT, 797 X714 XX 20FRMS1 D
FEZET O THEEVWHITEEOREE LT3, Demag 10, 32.
&Rl KB 279 725 + X 2HHFOENIE, AROEHM—Ico WV
THTBETR B> EEI NS, [HifiR] oRk<T, ABZEL,
ApSLBLIck-> THICEENS, LEONTVEDSTHS. De mag.
14,46. cf. De lib. arb. 11, 14,38. ueritatis et sapientiae pulchritudo ......
foris admonet, intus docet ...... ‘admonet’, ‘docet’ WTFNDOFESF LT
H5.

De mag. 1,2

De mag. 10,33, Quid ? quod si diligentius consideremus, fortasse nihil in-
uenies, quod per sua signa discatur. Cum enim mihi signum datur, si ne-
scientem me inuenit, cuius rei signum sit, docere me nihil potest, si
uero scientem, quid disco per signum? Non enim mihi rem, quam signi-
ficat, ostendit uerbum, ...... . _ | ‘

De mag. 2,3. signum nisi aliquid significet, potest esse signum.

De mag. 11,36. Is me autem aliquid docet, qui uel oculis uel ulli cor-
poris sensui uel ipsi etiam menti praebet ea, quae cognoscere uolo.

De mag. 10,35. Quas mihi si gestu quispiam significauerit aut pinxerit
aut aliquid, cui similes sunt, 6stenderit, ne dicam non me docuerit,
quod facile obtinerem, si paulo amplius loqui uellem, sed id quod pro-
ximum est, non uerbis docuerit.

De mag. 10,35. Non enim, cum rem ipsam didici, uerbis alienis credidi,
sed oculis meis; illis tamen fortasse ut adtenderem credidi, id est ut as-
pectu quaererem, quid uiderem.

De mag. 11,38. De uniuersis autem, quae intelligimus, non loquentem,
qui personat foris, sed intus ipsi menti praesidentem consulimus ueri-
tatem, uerbis fortasse ut consulamus admoniti. Ille autem, qui con-
sulitur, docet, qui in interiore homine habitare dictus est Christus,
Oxford Latin Dictionary, ed. by P.G.W. Glare i ktid, consulere ®
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b - & bRAMIEEBIZ, To apply to (a person) for advice or informa-
tion Tdh 5.

(15) VWhHhWAHEERITLD-T, RBEHEHBIFERLEVWSIFBIFMNENIL &
b, TOTEEREMT 3.

(16) De mag. 12,39. Quod si et de coloribus lucem ...... consulimus

(17) Demag. 12,39. omnia quae percipimus, aut sensu corporis aut mente per-
cipimus.

(18) De mag. 12,39. Quod si et de coloribus lucem et de ceteris quae per
corpus sentimus, elementa huius mundi eademque corpora quae senti-
mus sensusque ipsos, quibus tamquam interpretibus ad talia noscenda
mens utitur ...... consulimus fFMH (BT 5] LTy, BRELMHEKE
NEHDLEENTVE I LIKERLRFNER STV,

(19) Demag. 12,40. Cum uero de his agitur, quae mente conspicimus, id est in-

. tellectu atque ratione, ea quidem loquimur, quae praesentia contuemur
in illa interiore luce weritatis, qua ipse, qui dicitur homo interior, in-
lustratur et fruitur;

(20) BREINZIEEMERBINECEOBKRITO>VWT, THEiTH] OFBED
B0 FIEbLNILEHES NS [EM] RO L S REBHH 5. Ep. 13,4
Hoc si dices, ueniat in mentem illud, quod intellegere appellamus,
duobus modis in nobis fieri: aut ipsa per se mente atque ratione in-
trinsecus, ut cum intellegimus esse ipsum intellectum; aut admonitione
a sensibus, ut id quod iam dictum est, cum intellegimus esse corpus.
In quibus duobus generibus illud primum per nos, id est de eo, quod
apud nos est, deum consulendo; hoc autem secundum de eo, guod a cor-
pore sensuque nuntiatur, nihilo minus deum consulendo intellegimus.

(21) B EEfMr] EMbh, BBV TRELE LT, BOFEER T8EH<
TEIRIBBLTETHELEE IS LKL, EVHBEHRITHL, 7
7274 22, OFESTAERIIOHZANE 5208V ELY
ZZ T3, Demag. 10,32,

(22) De mag. 10,32. Nam ut hominum omittam innumerabilia spectacula in
omnibus theatris sine signo ipsis rebus exhibentium solem certe istum
lucemqgue haec omnia perfundentem atque uestientem, lunam et cetera
sidera, terras et maria quaeque in his innumerabiliter gignuntur,
nonne per se ipsa exhibet atque ostendit deus et natura cernentibus ?
‘per-se ipsa’ E VWA RBIIHEB L LS. TOXDFFER deus et natura T
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(23) -

(24)

(25)

(26)

b5, L»L perseipsa &I RRERRIPHEEEIE 205, TOX
FTWVWBDR, COXDEETIREL, HHED [KEPLE O] TH
BLEZRINERSIRV, T18bb, COXEEITIIRAT 4 RRADE
BicBWVT, [787 ] exhibet atque ostendit DFXETH 2 [HEHR] &
HHETH 2 [KBPZ DN ] CREREL TV B EEZ SN 5.

De mag. 12,39. Cum uero non his quae coram sentimus, sed de his quae
aliquando sensimus, quaeritur, non iam res ipsas, sed imagines ab eis im-
pressas memoriaeque mandatas loquimur; tum omnino quomodo uera
dicamus, cum falsa intueamur, ignoro, nisi quia, non nos ea uidere ac sen-
tire, sed uidisse ac sensisse narramus.

De mag. 12,39. Ita illas imagines in memoriae penetralibus rerum ante
sensarum quaedam documenta gestamus, quae animo contemplantes
bona conscientia non mentimur, cum loquimur. Rist 2 O &k %, @
RV TD [H] B, TOHEOHEEZF L TVWROVAWZIL, iR
TR E] THBLEMRLTVE., LeLIZDTITRTF 4 X RDH
i3, Rist bZBHTVE LI, BEOHRBSBPEAEL TV LAY
i, MOMNRERLEYZMBEVEVSHRKBERIATWRY, GERashk
C &% [BkDIHN S| contemplantes WA T 9725 4 XXM, 22T
[51] #5B-TW5A I L IFBAE T 5. Rist, . M. Augustine, Cambridge,
1994, p. 73

[CEBIRE > TRABHZONB V] LVWIT YT RF 4 R REHELT,
Burnyeat 258 A ¢ 3 first-hand knowledge & WV H AR, 7Y 7 X5 4
ZAAB[ZDHO2ERSZ] LWHETHZEZELTVWBARLE, TYIZXF4 XX
CRAAGLABY, A—0F /KT AR DIV & E second-hand
knowledge L XBITEXRL WAL THD. botd, bhbhidl EtToE
RS [TEHD] ZRH->TVEPH > TOVREVWLTHEER/ESNDZ L X
i}, MOBDHZDOSDEFELGTIhTORVESL, FHEMNKZXEIE L
TREDIM->H b LNV, Burnyeat, M. F. Wittgenstein and Augus-
tine De Magistro, PAS, 1987, Suppl. pp. 1-24. MR OEA I [bhvbd
nid, WAL TV 5 D% F TW3 ] quae praesentia contuemur &S
NTW5B, Demag. 12.40. T D praesentia iZ, 7Y 7 X574 XABVHW
5 SR o [HBAG] KEZ2EZILEE, FLkH-1HETD
%,

De mag. 12,39. Quod si et de coloribus lucem et de ceteris, quae per

corpus sentimus, elementa huius mundi eademque corpora quae senti-
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mus sensusque ipsos, quibus tamquam interpretibus ad talia noscenda
mens utitur, ...... consulimus

(27) De mag. 14,45. illi qui discipuli uocantur, utrum uera dicta sint, apud
semetipsos considerant, interiorem scilicet illam Veritatem pro uiribus
intuentes.

(28) MbhTEIE->HEZE LY, PHETIEDNODLKEREENT
X5L91ICBD, FLLZEABBARODVTROLIRKEDOUTWVS, De
mag. 12,40. Tum uero totum illud quod negaueras fatereris, cum haec,
ex quibus constat, clara et certa esse cognosceres, omnia scilicet quae lo-
quimur, aut ignorare auditorem utrum uera sint, aut falsa esse non
ignorare, aut scire uera esse. {EREFHFNOLBREBL T I b =X LD
Fichn o 79 7 257 4 X R falsa esse scire’ EEH T EABITITVS
hS, T TTO ‘non ignorare’ i ‘scire’ & IFIFZLEL L.

(29) De mag. 11,38. Quam [sc. incommutabilis Dei atque sempiterna sapi-
entia] quidem omnis rationalis anima consulit, sed tantum cuique pan-
ditur, guantum capere propter propriam siue malam siue bonam uolunta-

tem potest. 14,45. interiorem ...... illam Veritatem pro uwiribus intuentes.
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