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Theories on childhood amnesia and directions
for the future

Yumi Ohara and Takaaki Koyazu

When we remember of our own childhood days, we will find
that we have little memories about the time before 3 years old.
This phenomenon was called ‘childhood amnesia’ by Freud (1905).
In this article, some theories on childhood amnesia are reviewed.
Then, we point out weak points on these theories, and indicate
a new theoreticel idea based on Ohara (1994). The aim of this
article is to show the fact that the occurance and the formation
of autobiographical memory depend on the temporal organization
of individual episodic memories. And finally we suggest that
the childhood amnesia might well be explained from the obtained
result that the period of the childhood amnesia is plaéed before

the stage of temporal organization of episodic memories.
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RS & &L R E

HOOMCEOZ EXMRE LIS ELTADE, bE—EFERUETOC
ERHRTE v bbb, ZOBHSYRMCEB LoD Freud
(1905/1953) T, iz = DB &4 YIRS (childhood amnesia) &FEA
72,

BT 5 o LN TEBZ—BYWEHO R L FH EMRE L RS, 20
gt Freud wXs& 6, 7T BTHHEINTVS. Lal, L0
Dudycha and Dudycha (1941) i3 &% EHIEERIIZ 3.5 RTHH L L THE
b, REDOHEILIE DFERBYFE L C\5 (Kihlstrom & Harackiewicz,
1982; Pillemer & White, 1989).

Figure 1 1%, 20 %o #5E @ BEEREREO RHENS LR L TED
(Wetzler & Sweeney, 1986), BEigBon 4 BB HELY L5, —
R, 0-5 oM, SIRMREEFEhDL, OMEEFET, 3
B b b I T CORREAZ LR &, 3 RERT 0D 7o W RO

100
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0

0 0 13 20
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Figure 1. BEWZBEROEHNNF (Wetzler & Sweeney, 1986).
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QO T AT ENTES.

SRR ECHAT BEROER

LH RO, BRMEEoKEEOMBELIEEL T, miEkk
IR v AT 272 DMy, T EDRRERTBR Y AT 27008, &5
2ODNENLHRINTE .. RCABRD X5, #{EH, 77 AR
LI ABAIR VAT 2D REY L Y, BHREITLRERIHR Y AT A
E b RIER E 5T\ h. BRTFHORERETO R L RIS 2
T2 bB 5. UTRZRZhOFHC DWW TR HN LT
WV, MBERRERLCV.

&t

% ¥, Freud (1963) 1251 RIS I D\ C, BEANEIN TV SR
T%%&bb,%ﬁﬁ%mﬁ@?éﬁ,%ﬁ%k?ﬁ&x?%:&ﬁf%
I T\n5b EEX T |
MIEFIZ T » » 7R EBEBRFHO 2BEC T RS, ey 78X
WX, SIRMIORRBERTT 4 7 THhHPBCBERI NV, Eh, ok
2T 7 AR ofcl LT, BEINIHEHMOERIXTT 4 7
bDTHHRXTTHL. HEBORMMNEFT 4 7 ThHIABCHER
nBHORETHE, BERRCORICEENMEL &2 5L, ZOoKBRI
Bl b AT 4 7 TRV DRIEZIETTHDL. BERKTIE, ¥
REID R 7T 4 7HERBHIBEBR I TR T 4 7hboreBETs0
N, BEINAGEHMOBEIEST 4 7RIDOEEBIZTTHS. L
L, YRMOERE LN UEDREOROBRIBIEEYT 4 7, 2FT
4 TOEN DS, ZOBIIEYTIR/cWTH A 5 (Pillemer & White
1989).

HIES, BT ER I 2 3% 0. FIE, R0 EE
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IR ERY GATVWHIEHDIIEINRTED, T72AT5HI ENRT
X\ &5, La L, Nelson (1989a) (3, Emily &5 21 , BoL B
DEREROMIEXHEET L, BREE S W THEEIhI-HREOERH
EL. £OE, Emily it liskEL2 R T2 Z L1z LA Eens
wic. i Emily 13, Y747, ¥F7 4 TAHOHEFEOBE LT
ote. €T, MIBORBIBEC LS 7 ry 7S EEERIT TS T &
z 5.

)

T 7 ERATEERE

Freud i« X 2 FESi# kB L-3iC¢, Schachtel (1947), Neisser (1962)
WX hRBIN. OIS E, BREFAF—<2EH LIBED
BERTHD. LA, THOAF —< 1%, 2P EBOREBRC LD,
6MEIC KX RMTNBE B L, ELRALTHLDAF —=iL, FIRH
ORI LT LEHEE L. ZhndREEROBEETREDFR EE 2
LRTH 5.

L LLDEDE S OPFRC X b, FHO HRFET 2 Ml £
rbBALHBELTh IS AFMEIhTWwA Z EREFEIR TS, f
%A% Nelson (1986) 1%, FEE S FHTI L b, B IESIhICHEF
BILCix—Bcr{fFHlbEIhi-ABrb--TdLE 5. HlzE, A
BEAN Tk, BliEl, HELS% L, vk, BaRBLARHkS
DHRTABEE - DT, 3EHD 8RO T TEhi. BbH
FHTIxd, —BT, RRCAEEEINCHTLY L. flzd, 3
BRERANBBRT > &eonT, ‘PrBE-T, RKLFEHAKE. L&
% 7= (Nelson, Fivush, Hudson, & Lucariello, 1984; Nelson & Gruen-
del, 1981). ZD X S TFHDAF — < L RKAD A F — <RI FEERN - H
BB b, KELBENRWE ERENT5 (Hudson, Fivush, &
Kueble, 1992). Nelson (1986) D F5eic B8\~ Td, 21 ,» AIRIL, KA L4
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BB AF — <L ES BRI T b . Dk X b, B
DFHDAF — < RRADAF —~ LB BT 5D &\ 5 BT T H
IRz,

SHE

SHREAD HREFS BT E VDI, HRFLRR LT LREHE R
WL, BHPEALIDTHD LTHHTHD. Zhiextd 5 KREES
TH5. AL 15 FHiTh, KR¥EEXZORH, >F vhRBOHEKED
FEAEXBRTE VA, 50 O AL 35 oKz 2 iETs o &
MT&EDEA S, Figure 1 iw/R L7z Wetzler and Sweeney (1986) iz X
%5 HIGHIRERBIE D b b, BHIC X 25 RHREOHBFFE T Cixinn &

Wz 5.

FHOTEY — FEREHORMIC K D5 |

COPTIE, 3WH 4T CRRRAINVEKRBELLEE LS. ORI,
RERD BRI D 7 EX A CICERIRRERROKEE, D, FHORLEITL
ZLWEDE IR TN ENHS. Piaget (1969) %, HHLFHOE
FERNT, HEO=EY - FHPREFEIRD T 37w LTw% (Nel-
son, 1992 X pE|H).

Lo L, Bk BEEBC KT 5 FHOEERERDOMENEA L > T
&0, YRPBEOFHC hc s FHri= Y — FERB2RFL, BT
X5z LRI EIN TS (Fivush & Huds_qn, 1990). 1B D
MNEXHERTH EMNTES L (Nelson & Ross, 1980), 4 &L 25D
RILT 4 R=—=F Vv R Toll bt BRTED LW HiE»H 5 (Ha-
mond & Fivush, 1991). ¥7:, AL T LIBEECEARVEBHORRE
b, FRERCEEVHIMGEIATWAEWVS. 2D X3 REER X
D, THEOEBEE O KA & 55 RIS OHA D FED TV X 5T
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B%.

BED X5k, ThETREIRCELYEHETCHET 2HECIIE
ENLBETHB L\ B, Fic 1980 F£R051%, HEEFCKT 5 FH
DEBHEIEZMRAT L LNERIRD X5k, RLTBLDE 2
HHREF IR Tw5. kg, 1980 FRLUECRIBEI L T35 RIIRTI
BT 2R OWTHEALZHTTALS.

R EICRET IREDER

LD DY, FHROBIREILLUIIE L DR T B @R T
WHIZERRENTVS. T, THROWTH LWEREROSERIREL
HOBMENC L 2HBLTbh T35,

FPRMCEBELREBERROREC L 58, RcHOHE L ARRE
WRRIEO AR BT ABIC OV TS, Chb OB, ERINCHRIES
b DT, ZhhbOMRCERRWFIREYE2 5D THS.
ZLTRE, BERVBACHRbh TS, THo=Ey - FEfE0R
2L HENTREOARET 53, L LTREE, =¥V — FidlRe 5
5 RREIERO LR, DY RIIRELHAT 2OV TR 5.

BELELHAELRE

Mandler (1984, 1988) 4R DB %, REEBWUHE (sensori-
motor procedures) K O"HHEZFEST (ability to recall) ® 2 D X4 LT\
5. ZTREESRE (implicit memory), BEZEEE (explicit memory)
CHY TR E V2 5. BENERECH2EELRISGRIZE C TR
ZLTWLS, BEESNEETHHBELRBIREAERLOEEL Tl Y,
FHOBEERREORBERAD TN EI1XIZ E A EENINT L3505
nC\% (Carroll, Byrne, & Kirsner, 1985; Greenbaum & Graf, 1989;
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Naito, 1990; Parkin & Streete, 1988). Mandler = X % &, $hBIx7 7
CATEABRCERLFR LT Th, CoEBRNEREC LY,
FhzBRLCVBEE T d 52 L RSO LEFELDIS
(Naito & Komatsu, 1993). ¥R IETED, B 5\ LTt X AN
THhT0 DR, RARE > THLIRERNEEN Tt nd
Lh7cw (Howe & Courage, 1993; Ceci & Hembrocke, 1993). Hix ® ot
ge-vir, BRI 6 » H Mandler, 1988), 54 it 8 » B (Schacter
& Moscovitch, 1984) 127z - TEMIC L D, ZOBBHNEEBEICI Y=
vy — Ll 25V EENRENRET S L5500 b Ll
ERRINT VS, | o
%28, brvixgEkott, —EHHAR, FBRD D VCILERE & A—
DXIRCHFOHE S &, BROETLHTBh, b &OKETREBIRE
INBEWSIHEER VT 75 4 X— 4 ¥ (reactivation) & /& (Rovee-
Collier. & Hayne, 1987). V7 75 ; _— v 5 Vit, BER»ELTRE
FEICH B L AWBETRRBOGEELELL VS, V77574 {—v g
VIR=E Y — FERIEORELYRET S = Lt Fivush and Hamond (1989)
THRINTED, ThiYRARTLOBEELTRRINS.

HO#la & BEMREOER

Howe and Courage (1993) %, BfEHEREOERECIIERTBLRIER
B, LLCELERBENORENRECBEET LN, ThblIHET
“RIRERTH - T, RIRELERNIHCOCHESORETHH L\ 5.
E{EREER L 12 O BET 5 kT O ERICET2ERETH LMD, M
T LICHT E WO AP BAL L Twinl i, C3IE Y aLh X 537,
HEasn e, T2 hsHEES B el Rz »iw
5 T LRABTCERVESS. &5 LTHOHEDORIZREI, I8
BEOKT LiEiE—%T 5.
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Fivush (1988) 4, Bo#arBEHEEOERCER BEEL RS
TERBRTNE. G35 B BEECET M LAFETT, B rac
OEFR LS bR KT\ LU, BHEOHEKEICIE 5D
T, BHMHCHAHEIRS X9k -» T &, HkHEL ZoTHL
AP ENRTER LI > TWL . ThPEEHERORETHS. &
D BERREORELR], 2% ) HOOBY2ES UiTc kX, Bk
B3 2RI TOTHFORIERRA TRV X 523 0. T hbt
SRS OBFE TH 5.

IEY— FEElEeE BEEEE

R EIACENREL =Y - FREXA L DL LTHS & B
. HENCBENERI=Y - FEROBRLTHD AL INS
nd Ly, =y — FiElRo2 THhEENRER E e bid Tk,
Nelson (1993) 1, #&4&H2REVNERHEIhS X5 R AGEWERE Y AT 4
M=V - PRV AT 2 bRGINZFHEEAL T 5.

=V — FRRfReovn T, 2Brb 3RO FHTEH, BECER L
FHTHRELY TR TE S 2 LRI T35 (Fivush, Gray, &
Fromhoff, 1987; Fivush & Hamond, 1989; Nelson, 1986, 1988). = v
R LT, BEMRER4RECHETS. 21T, BENEROEEE
AREFEE2 N LB ELERBERETTZ2ETHD, Thic k- CERD
HEALEZESE TN 5 25 (Nelson, 1992). Nelson 1%, HIEZRIECIE
ORI & TR RRICBET 2 22 RO 5 ERCEH L. THaz,
RBFE&EYE LT, BEOHRBRSOWTYED, BT IENZIM
13 (Eisenberg, 1985), ‘\»», YT, S, %’ W5 EETNEHEE
COWTHRFRELB U TCHEET% (Hudson, 1990a). 7z, #WFES X
DI TR REE T 5 BEO T, M STE T s BEO TR Y
bBFECHER L cHRBECET 2 EEEN LV ERERICITRENT
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% (Engel, 1986, Tessler, 1991; Nelson, 1993 X v 2|H; Fivush &
Fromhoff, 1988).

—7Ji, BERIRIER B35 430 &8y EHET 2 fiEdADRS.
Williams and Bonvillian (1989) i, IE®EEHO™E % b oEE LEOD
HE % b olEO KRG IBHREERO KEL T - 7. — RO, TWEHE®N
BCHHEHRTENE S CThVEE L D A FEL R G ET .
Lichi»C, MEPRTHLGEOHIPREHEREFRIFE T TTH
5. Lal, HECEIALDNILS T,

TEY— KRl B

Friedman (1992, 1993) i1, BE4REEACEELT2BEIORENH
ERRRORELEEND LD T EE L, THEA=EY — FER
RIA Yy - L ORHWMEBEOMT 28BN E A Uiz, REVZED
EECRREOCEROBRBAFEL, kb EBNLEE I, HBHXE
OO X 5 BT OMA T =Y FEEH - A BES) HREEHTEN,
Th b OREIBEHRFALABELY RO SIIXKR DR,

% O RENHREOTEDO RO L AT » T B DIeK LT, Fried-
man (XEH O HRFREOREHII O D IE R LT 5 A EERFE .
Bro=y — FEBIERELTWELTH, HENREREELTER
SOREARMEEF IR S DL, Thb 2 RECEEMT b T
Wit hiEie blewiEs 5. BENERIEADCERTH Y, ERIIKSR
I BEET 2 HOENLTHS. Z0BE, RENERBCRIIRT
WBEEZBDNRLELTHSS. L, ThiBE—oRHEPFE{L
I ARPL LR T 7o, B BEILORE DB L &\ 5 UE KL
LT\ AajgeMs H 5 (Friedman, 1993).

FD X 57%FE%x Fr b Friedman 13, BEREELZUTO 3205
AN ELTW5A. FERES (distance-based theories), friEak (location-
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based theories), FHXJNEFZE (theories based on relative times of
occurence) TH 5. BREEH L1X, FEILRFE BRREDO IR U ICKFH |
ZRHIT 5 2 L X > TE DO HRENBFELD L OIS - /o HRE
THHELZHWTS. FlxiE, At a2v_7 —ChiYExFELS X 5IE
BARFBCENORTW&, BEME L0y GIR) Lol X - T,
ZOHRESRER LRIY T2 L E 2 il v, BB L, 5
bR DR RIMEL I, ¥ EET S e X » THREOAR LItk
Rzl 5. WA, {AEH, &5 Xor, KEOx 7%201h, &
SR D R DRF SR HE LIc D5 X 57, FREORMMEORRET
H5H. HRMPIBEFH T, 2 o0 HRFOFMBRBEGRERETS. Az,

HLBEZRNERT DL, DEIER LBEDOSHPEHIBEREIh, 20
2 oD HRFOMBERIREI N TN, 20 X578 223 DO RIH%E
RAEOLHELEDL I o C, BHEDWRFOMRHPIRFBERY REL T
KDTH5.

SHRORYE

DLE, AR RREE WIBHSEEATE . & 2 CTHER
ROED, FRHOMO BECOWTRNS. BE/EEEREC X 5318
FESREE B OO0, = ¢y — FEEE BENERY, BEDEE S F—
DRETE-T B E VS EENDD. =Y — FRERFELTS, H
ERREREAERE LTV LB s, BERE: SEEREBE~OBT &
WHBANDIE, =Y - FERECER SLCTRHENTETY, HEY
RO ERE OVCTREETERWV. T LT, SBENLIMALORERE
DA HEHTEOERERTH S &1 % Nelson DL, %< OEFF
F— ZRREINTIINWBIDOD, SRR ID2I o= —v 5 VW
&%, LWE B O BEREWE S BEO W 15 BERTED
AR OV ELEHBEANTE VL, AR fTbh Ty (Nelson
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1993). FFEC LB 2§ 2 =¥ — ¥ 3 VOEERELCEREDRYBIRE
SERMEERALR oz Evb Y (Willlams & Bonvillian, 1989),
Nelson DOBUIIEOENC Lovd UL E b7\ WTREELHS. HOBSOE
B THENRBAEET S LWV 3 T, RSYRBIREOFHERH
MIMTHHT EFHRPTETS, 5MERTE 5 MUED BIRHIEEHRD
B DWW COHBERTER, SR EC BEHERERC LIRS S
EWVDZ Lk, 5RETER HEEAKBTAEMA L L DL, MORERE
NOBERRBETHBRTTHY, FOLEERTAINELRDS. ¥,
ReEIRLIRRE DD REW X AR Tk, HEXFMETsRRobTH, F
g« A« BAEOHMMRMCEREL, ZhboEEa*BE TR
BEEECERAESLL TS, Lhrl, HEELEHLT 2B bE ko
L, HEXBREERI VST LA, BREBEROARIEF LV oz, X
Lo eREBRTHS 5. RHEAEO IR OV, FEEELE - X
IR AT THAH S L#ERIh T B DD (Friedman, 1993),
PREEALER & AR LB D R BRI L Sh T,

LT AT, RHPGEHLCL 2 20msElE»E 2 b5, 128HIR, W
IO BHT RO GEMLT, SDRERRR, DERER, PR, Lv
5 X5 IR 2T, EORRTL—2DF UH A & % REEAE
FE Tl BAHENRTHE LS. Chid LT 22812, BR2EHOR
ERFEEICE > T O HEIN T TR THS. 2 DHDORERT
X, SWEk, BROBET 5ta082T, B ot R 2 AN A&l
LT 2REERH-TEY, BETLCK - THARFHEIh, Fhict-
THAOHER, 2 VHEL—=2LMAIH TV EELbRE. ZD2
DOOVREM Y AR = 7 v LBEMIT CA B L, ¥, 2ZbTHDE
iz, 2ECchhiE, FEAER X OCHEMIERLECTEETHA 5. L
2L, RFTNEHEREIEL2E, VEAERLELL > TS, Fh
e LT, BERAC XS EH, BERELE CIITRET, HNIERL
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HoOHRBYTHS. FELEIL, 1 200ELIrbiyhbThS.
Lalond, RETNEHRBIAELE, CELELYZD, L%
R MBS DB s 5 T BTHA 5.

B (1994) Tz, KRG ELD =0 2 >0 aJRgl: % ZFIR—C A
TR, FBERSEEND, DX 5REBIR TV DDV TERY
WA Lic. ZORKE, BEEAE X ) b ENEFAELEEST 2EHBON
KRG EABLAR D, REGETLIEER AT X 54415,
DH BT BGEIEANE RBETHE V) AL FYTHhB LB R L. %
o, B d Bk 5w, MEABRMOMNEL v L ELEEBEIRSLZ L
PRI TWD.

Lok BE (1994) 13, HEMLED £ L BEEEC 1% Bl
H - HYEFAEOREEZB B OWTRE L. 2D 22040 1T, HXE
FI AHET % MR A BE#C AR T 5 DEF v AT-H, L TW
5. Lil, HNEFAETIL 2 o0HREL 5 LOIERFH LTz
AT, BIEMEREE LT=Y Y — Feefiefflitssc &kt
Eiov. FCEREEAEE T, HSRFEOR C - eRFE O il g SRR
THZERXTEBN: Lhvigndy, <D=y — P RETHZENT
Eiov. Zok, BEROBMOBhE 252 L TERv. BENLE
DRAEWNL, D2 2o0URLYEETIVNERHHIEALS. ZONHEDRE
EBREYHOMC TR XD, BEEWERED SRRk 5 &by
HATEZENTESL D Lo, |

Lo L, BENEHEOR, 23y AoEsoER ¥, HEMNR
BOABCIILETHAS. HOERHT 5 Uiy, BT 5 =¢
V— PR Ts s LIk TEiwv. 2he, BOEASREHRIRELD
ThHEELBZER LT, 5EERT%EBENEREO YT T
BT ENTERNEAS S5 h. FHEE, 3~5 RMEI DO EHHERED X 5
s, KEDNORETSMTH L 5/eb. T UTTFHIE, RECBT 3
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AELYREC SIS ABE S 200 Ric 8510 5 BELRHT 5. ©
hod 2 o0 Fx, REFRIBAERENOREC - T, Bic 5RO
WEBRT 20 Ui, RECKT 3EEOHI & G#ER BT 58
Mo, Hobol LThIMEIhaThsrs. ok e, Rih
ST ET 5 B RBRT 2 KRHEOWI Y, RHSCCIREREE L IEs
LTS T LTURHNRECAERNINRET S on T, AREHE
FreaTERED DL D, HEXEFIN L. £ LT, EH oM
REL DERELI DL IR - THDT, 5BRUBECALNS X 57 H
BRRIRER T 5D TR WEA 5 b FEEELE, HMIEFLEO—F
LafT7e 5 2 EMTERWERUATOEEBERAEISL S RET5 2 LixE
CBTHBN, 2ODNEAES LB b D 6 UM TR, B
DB A BESZRO2L 5. ZLTELOMRELNCOMEI L
g ECERFHRERRTES Lo » T <. Zhd, BENREREOW
BRI D TR\ IEA 5 e

DR HCE L ps L, BEMEEOEE LR HERD 2 B o
WTC, UTDXS5ELZHZENTES. IFRUFENICE, ftbzx=EY -
NEEAEELLE LTS, =Y — FE5 LOBEREY BT 2R
BT 2 o\ fedie, BAZ CREFIRR. 3ELL T TO,
HEREAE, EEAED XS oA BAThbits X 5Bl x5
AT, BEO=v Y - FOKHHLCREL B D7D, 3HELDLLIKET
DEBHEI T LB RS &7 Te s, HERIRFAE, BEEAEOW
FrERT 5L, ThURICENTEEMLAB R 5D, BERRIEE
DR « TURAE D EEL2 A LTS, 1, ZOMBIHLLDS
EEEE L) HERC W TH—EIhDD TR, FHicL-T
BEHEOBWI T 2 — (BFHEIE) O HRIFC TR BN L.
FLTEEMROB VA 7 =Y — (BFEEL) 12, BMrEsHc i TES
LDTRHIEL, FENL “RE” FHREBCKETHZEARERTVS
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(RE, 1994).

—Jj, BIR (1994) ¥, RAZ#BEL LT, ARCEH 7 Y —CF
ThAHRBLYHEY T 7Y BT h 3 HRkFrELGHE, HAE
FH e RDLER LT -> T B2, ZOKE, ALr»T ) - &%
hAMREFEES LOEFHEI VI LA, B2 HI TV LTS
HkZ LS LOMMIERHEOFRT 7 2 A LTI bt &
AEHLT, YRTEALY T2 BT 5HEKEL S5 LoYEOF
ERETH-T. SR, RATH»7 2) - BTAHEEE S La#EL
BODWTWBHEDRFI LT, RATIE, Bhbdh7 =) —kBT5HRE
ES LDRBOMNENE - TW5X5ThHhs. ZOHRE, SHBROMRE
CHFLVRBYE 2 5.

Lk, BEMEEOHMEERL, REEERAEENORREC X b AfE
i B RFEEOMETH D v mE L. SRIRER, SR
KEORHPWG LSRN T e 2 fo o, RIFFTE 5 HRERN
BONTWBEEWS ZEHNBEELTWSEEL bRS. FKERHES B
LRI EZEE LW ik X h BENERESERIh D & L 2RE
LichHlFTH LD, FDO—FT, RBEEELNTLESRELRDS
ERHERTOBELND L. HEMEECROT, MOW5H05 5Bk
e2>WT, Z0ER - HEBRBCERT A0 Tk, BECH VKb
NTP HDEHEEEZRTHNETHA ).
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