EfEAXFZZHMBHRI NI U
Keio Associated Repository of Academic resouces

Title HEBWELTOEE :D.IdT 4« TOEEER
Sub Title Morality as social contract : David Gauthier's moral theory
Author #%, J&(Mori, Yasushi)
Publisher ZHEZS
Publication year |1993
Jtitle 2 No.95 (1993. 7) ,p.85- 109
JaLC DOI
Abstract One of the difficulties social contract theorists have to tackle is how to make people with various
preferences choose the same principles as a norm of conduct. In David Gauthier's contract theory
of morality, the keystone for agreement is the Lockean Proviso, which prohibits taking advantage
of others. The consensus among Gauthier's contractors is supposed to be possible when by
accepting the Proviso, they resolve the conflicts in the Hobbesian state of nature and recognize the
duty to respect the utility level each of them reaches without taking advantage of others. But it is
doubtful whether the Proviso would enable us to settle the conflicts in the quasi-natural state which
would emerge if all the moral and institutional ties we now have were abandoned. One of the
reasons for the inadequancy of the Proviso is that our endowments have been shaped under the
unequal influences of society. Another is that there are not enough goods to fulfil our many
different desires and aims. Third, we very often have incompatible preferences concerning one
another's lifestyles. If we are unable to determine the initial bargaining position by obeying the
Proviso and thus unable to find a basis for agreement, Gauthier's whole moral system fails.
Notes
Genre Journal Article
URL https://koara.lib.keio.ac.jp/xoonips/modules/xoonips/detail.php?koara_id=AN00150430-00000095-

0085

BREZBAEZMERRD N (KOARA)ICEBRE A TVE IV TV OEFIER., ThThOEEE, FRFTLRERL/RTECREL. TOEMNGEHEEEICLST
REENTVET, 5|ALCHLE> TR, BEEEZEETLTIRALEEL,

The copyrights of content available on the KeiO Associated Repository of Academic resources (KOARA) belong to the respective authors, academic societies, or
publishers/issuers, and these rights are protected by the Japanese Copyright Act. When quoting the content, please follow the Japanese copyright act.



http://www.tcpdf.org

B % 5%

&R L L’Cd)lé_’

—D. 77 4 = OEEER—

ZES B

Morality as Social Contract

—David Gauthier’s Moral Theory—

Yasushi Mori

One of the difficulties social contract theorists have to tackle
is how to make people with various preferences choose the same
principles as a norm of conduct. In David Gauthier’s contract
theory of morality, the keystone for agreement is the Lockean
Proviso, which prohibits taking advantage of others. The con-
sensus among Gauthier’s contractors is supposed to be possible
when by accepting the Proviso, they resolve the conflicts in the
Hobbesian state of nature and recognize the duty to respect the
utility level each of them reaches without taking advantage of
others. But it is doubtful whether the Proviso would enable us
to settle the conflicts in the quasi-natural state which would
emerge if all the moral and institutional ties we now have were
abandoned. One of the reasons for the inadequancy of the
Proviso is that our endowments have been shaped under the
unequal influences of society. Another is that there are not
enough goods to fulfil our many different desires and aims.
Third, we very often have incompatible preferences concerning
one another’s lifestyles. If we are unable to determine the
initial bargaining position by obeying the Proviso and thus
unable to find a basis for agreement, Gauthier’s whole moral
system fails.
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