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The Representation of Twisted Columns in Paintings
made during the Sixteenth Century

Akiko Kato

Twisted columns, commonly called ‘solomonic columns’ can
frequently be seen in various works of Baroque art. The twelve
twisted columns which once stood in front of the presbyterium
of old Saint Peter’s in Vatican (eleven of these are still extant)
have been regarded as the original prototype. Saint Peter’s
columns were believed to have been the spoils taken from the
temple of Solomon in Jerusalem. Beginning round 1520, some
artists in Rome, for example, Raphael or Giulio Romano, used
this type of column to illustrate the interior of the temple of
Jerusalem in their paintings. Thereafter, throughout the Cin-
quecento, these columns appeared in paintings of various sub-
jects, even on paintings which were not based on the Scripture.
In these types of examples, twisted columns can sometimes be
seen as a symbol of the ancient mythological world, at other
times, they can be seen as a metaphor of Rome or Jerusalem.
This paper attempts to trace back the history of the columns
of Saint Peter’s, and tries to demonstrate the different meanings
given to twisted columns represented in paintings of sixteenth
century. Three examples are discussed: “The Healing of the
Lame Man” by Raphael, “Panoramic Landscape with the Abduc-
tion of Helen” by Maarten van Heemskerck, and “Apotheosis of
Venice” by Paolo Veronese. ’
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EVCSFRNLRIE EER LY, BARBRZOBROERELHE Y BETD
e fFESsTw B —FET 4 —7 L LTOR AR DWVWTIE,
y 7HIUBEE EBEOWFOEBRTE LWV ARSI, Zhb
FRroREY LELEERTLES. Co/MReR T, ¥R th
HEVrEVvEDRENT 77 4 A=/ DV v e ¥z b e REEYERIC
LTCHREO D&, REBWCO L DDREE LTHIZL, SORIRENLERY
LEBL T EEZHALACLL ) LA, HKIEDOHH EZEROWE
VX REEE I B - o2y, 1500 ERTIBECHEB TOEMIV-E12TK
PETHBESERADOLEDTH 5.

CWTRICRE 0. 7 5 v e DAY UARATWBE D OO, HEEmEe
RKEDA 2V ADEERE L > TEDNTEALL, Vet vyOMERITE
SEDOFMELLENTELDOTH S, Licdio TEERBASEIILIEL
EHLEY R eV OMBOLCRER. H H— FA<A 7Y 4 — >
DANNVAFNLE 2 HPo e HEDLNMTIOREC M T\ 5%0. £
—FA=A4 7 IHE, ~FTATLv 2 0EFHIAALRBREICRD Y 2 E
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VDEZHE L THHER, BEhim s Ru 2 F DEEES IANLAFILLE =
DEILITZY v e Vv ER LI DMBOBRCHBEL S 2EETH- .
[veeyoRE] OEHL, HEERYrEvORBCREDLAE
S DEHANRCEE LD THS. [HY v e =t DA YYD
OWERTEIC 12 AOB ThEXESERITThET CRALB DD EZ
GlEO e ThAH 50, WUNEOHLMICEBEERNLHEY Y v e
DR E O CHHBET A2 I LT, HicH v« €= b e OEHKME
s T oMbtV b, RO TELIER VY « ¥ e bif
YL EDDET 4 -7 LT, IFFFRLREBCHVDORS X
51zch. LrLEDHRIA 2 — 2Ry v ey DHBCEET 5282 #HE
Bk, — TR~ FOAESRBCERIN TR LI LED - 2IT
B rL—EBHCEh bbb Lt ot UEDZ EXHERL R
DEECRE LIz

=
(1) “... si doveva fingere una logia con colonne torte e balaustri e sof-
fitto ...”, Cristoforo Sorte, Osservazioni nella pittura ..., Venezia,

1580, in ed. P. Barocchi, Trattati d’arte del Cinquecento, vol. 1, Bari,
1960, pp. 271-301, in part. pp. 297-8.

(2) BORRBELZEMHELICrr YT o« 14 2T X BBEFEEMOFEIR, 152V 7T
BELUIELWEZ7 F s 5 b »—3F (quadratura) EMETh, r .y 7HICESE
REY A 16 Y = %Y 4 7ORHFEETHEHETCHALRD I
Va2, 1550 ERFUELEY = 2V 4 7R IO L O FIHIR CIEREL,
77 Vo5 by —ShEMETAEROERELRINE T Vy YTHED
ZVRE 734 RERT T 57 ¢ v —FRBRDODWTOREZRLE T, HELHIC
COFERBR LD Y VT THo iR BT, v —FRLED
R EERL ARUDHAFRZT 2RV 4 7D FVF « Fy v VM EED
HEERMORA LA THS (1556 FHifE, 1864 FFITHREK) 25 LTI
2ART ORI Iefg U DI B R8T O 7 — 7 — FAflinh ol
B L\ J. Schulz, “A forgotten chapter in the early history of Quad-
ratura painting: the fratelli Rosa”, The Burlington Magazine, vol. 103,
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1961, pp. 90-102. /K77 Vo 5 b v — S 2MBICOWTIL, I Sjdstrom,
Quadratura. Studies in Italian Ceiling Painting, Stockholm, 1978 %
B

(3) Giacomo Barozzi da Vignola, Regola delli cinque ordini d’ avchitettura,
place and date not indicated (Roma, 1562), p. xxxi, (ERERE [ELS
DEDDA — & —1 FRAGREMLIR, 1984 )

{4) “vuolendole far torte d similitudine di quelle che sono in Roma nella
chiesa di S. Pietro ...”, ibidem.

(5) ZhBDEERY -3V »T4h—VBRAVAT s+~ LFEOHEAME L
T, HE VA TR I VEX IR ZERY - ZDFRIE2WTIE, J.
White and J. Scherman, “Raphael’s Tapestries and their Cartoons,” Art
Bulletin, vol. 40, 1958, pp. 193-221, 299-323 % %88

(6) A AV VADWMBOBBEILTIX, A.%e [=AvVva] EAEXZ .
HEETFR, 2TT2F, 1960 &£ (A. Parrot, Le Temple de ]é’msalem,
Neuchitel, 1954; idem, Golgota et Saint-Sépulcre, Neuchitel, 1955) %’
BB, TREVERCETHA 2 A VADHBBROEXHOEBLR UL 0D
L L3, C.H. Krinsky, “Representations of the Temple of Jerusalem
before 15007, Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, vol. 33,
1970, pp. 1-19 235 5.

(7) Tiberii Alpharani de Basilicae Vaticanae antiquissima et nova structura,
ed. M. Cerrati, Roma, 1914.

(8) B.M. Apolloni Ghetti, A. Ferrara, E. Josi, E. Kirschebaum, Esplorazioni
sotto la Confessione di San Pietro in Vaticano eseguiti negli anni 1940-
1949, 2 vols., Vatican City, 1951. |33~V 5 OBETLE L CXTRO®K
~rpgE Ly, T. C. Bannister, “The Constantinian Basilica of Saint Peter
at Rome”, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, vol. 27,
1968, pp. 3-32. KR DHLITFHRDOT7 V7 » 5 — 7 OFER HIBH X
nTWwa.

(9) J.B. Ward Parkins, “The Shrine of St. Peter and its Twelve Spiral
Columns”, The Jourral of Roman Studies, vol. 42, 1952, pp. 21-33.

(10) idem, pp. 22-24. NN ==L IBF L WH v o ¥+ v REEIZ VIO
BB LCiX, 1. Lavin, Bernini and the Crossing of Saint Peter's,
New York, 1968 #Z&R.

(11) “columnae vitineae quas de Graecia preduxit”. A, Baird, “La Colonna
Santa”, The Burlington Magazine, vol. 24, 1913/14, pp. 128-131, n. 4
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(12)
(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

7

(18)

(19)

(20)

.

Ward Parkins, op. cit., p. 30.

“La pil antica redazione dei Mirabilia”, in ed. R. Valentini and G.
Zucchetti, Codice topografico della citta di Roma, vol. 3, Roma, 1946,
pp. 3-65.

“xii. columpnas vitineas, quas de Graecia portari fecit, quae fuerunt
de templo Apollinis Troiae”, Valentini and Zucchetti, op. cit., p. 384.
“Item in dicta ecciesia est una columpna alba, sculpta circumsepta
rexiis ligneis, quae antiquitus fuit portata de Ierusalem de templo
Salomonis, super quam recubuit Christus, quando praedicabat”, in ed.
R. Valentini and G. Zucchetti, Codice topografico della citta di Roma,
vol. 4, Roma, 1953, p. 81.

Baird, op. cit.; Ward Parkins, op. cit., p. 24, & H [EEsHE] 38
DEWABBOXBEREA 7 ) —viclbh T3, A2 ) —viZii ko
BAih 1438 FOFFLRE ALY — = RBHOME L L A I T 5.
“This is the pilere on whech our Lord Thesu Crist lened whann he
prechid to the puple and on whech he rested whann he prayed to the
Fader of heuene, whech pilere with .xi. that stande her a boute were
brout fro Salamones temple to this nobel cherch”, Valentini and
Zucchetti, op. cit., vol. 4, pp. 334-6; “et apresso all’ altare maggiore
sono colonne sedici di marmi bianchi storiate, alquanto ritonde, molto
gentili, che si dice venneno di Gerusalem. Et una di dette colonne
a virtu di fare guarire gli spiritati”, idem, p. 402.

=V TORE (=7 +=vR vV ) =0REE] Yvv7av,
2V FEME), M 2A PV r20BROEE (=£FvERE] %,
fol. 298 v., ~ ¥, ENIREE), <~ FOA = AF VAABY (AE, £
% fol.lv., <V, EKZ4E).

[e—=DEENE] WD SRR OWTRLTD2o0R 5 v /%5
&, C. Hiilsen and H. Egger, Die romischen Skizzenbiicher von Marten
van Heemskerck im Koniglichen Kupferstichkabineit zu Berlin, 2 vols,
Berlin, 1913-16 (reprint, Soest, 1975) ¥ X % E. Filippi, Maarten van
Heemskerck. Inventio urbis, Milano, 1990.

Tl LEERTFOF LYY « €= b m REREYHHHED DRV~ DR
(Hiilsen-Egger: no. I 15r; Filippi: no. 28) HiZ, YOO %@ LT
ik MEsME] NI BEDLRD. TRBLAEORE» AR D
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HEnDBEF LW IRES 2ES T TR D (Hilsen-Egger: nn. II 10T,
I 18r; Filippi: nn. 52, 53), ch bLik=v P V>RV I v —aThD
TCHoTe TV F—TRDOFFEDEEZFE LIS D LR IR T S, <3
v—w DR 1523-25 EEY VA ev v — 2 Y o CHE I T

Filippi, op. cit., pp. 108-9 # £,

(@l) ~—2AFAZOTREESSY» VOSIEI TR Y2 B, The Illus-
trated Bartsch, vol. 56, ed. A. Dolders, New York, 1987. = @ 5 ¥ Uh
HOEMLITND S DIIKRD 4 A TH%. nn. 014:8, 052:22, 063:5, 101:6.

(22) R. Grosshans, Muaerten van Heemskerck. Die Gemdalde, Berlin, 1980,
pp. 116-119 .

(23) Bartsch, no. 052:22,

(24) idem, no. 101:6. ,

(25) piit, ARFYAERBUT [RRAOETRER] 2RBBLAIEIERT7 2

b EBEERTRT S ERBDORBICOWTIL, M.L. Madonna, “¢Septem
mundi miraculay come templi della virta. Pirro Ligorio e l'inter-
pretazione cinquecentesca delle Meraviglie del mondo”, Psicon, vol. 7,
1976, pp. 24-63 HZRME.

(26) S. Sinding-Larsen, Christ in the Council Hall. Studies in the Religious
Iconography of the Venetian Republic, Institutum romanum norvegiae
acta ad archeologiam et artium historiam pertinentia, vol. 5, 1974;
W. Wolters, Storia e politica nei dipinti di Palazzo Ducale, Venezia,
1987 (original German edition: Der Bilderschmuck des Dogenpalastes,
Stuttgart, 1983).

@27) J. Schulz, “Cristoforo Sorte and the Ducal Palace in Venice”, Mit-
teilungen des Kunsthistorischen Institutes in Florenz, vol. 10, 1961/63,
pp. 193-208 £,

(28) J. Schulz, Venetian Painted Ceilings of the Renaissance, Univ. of
California Press, 1968, p. 109 £:Hg.

(29) Girolamo Bardi, Dichiarazione di tutte le istorie che si contengono nei
quadri posti novamente nelle Sale dello Scrutinio & del Gran Consiglio
..., Venetia, 1587. feRAZEOMBEIIM/IHAK (ELBEEENE) Of
FETIDHREER - BLTHERZRLW., v Favri=5—1x
VIEDBURY 3 V&~ ADEERLRFERRCIESILS VT 4 DT 2 A E
FBINTws. LRLHAKREFEFEERLDT 7 2 FORFEICOWTLZ & Tl
MR L.
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(30)

3L
(32)

(33)
(34)

(35)

(36)

idem., pp. 63r. & v. L2 LEBEDOBEHYTOWTALT 41T W 2onD
3 LHTH ] (diverse Torri e Cittd) LR NTWBEDKT, HUNWE~DEL
B E KL ise.

Sinding-Larsen, op. cit., pp. 230-232.

D. Rosand, “Venetia figurata. The Iconography of a Myth”, in Inter-
Pretazioni Veneziane. Studi di storia dell’arte in onore di Michelangelo
Muraro, Venezia, 1984, pp. 177-196. v — v FiIZ XU, Y =FV 4 7
DEAMERRCIILTNENR R LEENETRL D4 DOFERERNIER
TEB. Tiobb, EBOBEAG, MLl or—=, UL<V7, V=
RATHS.

Sinding-Larsen, op. cit., pp. 170 ff.

V4= a— IR LD ETE 16 EiROBERREF T OEFRIAAVLR
TWABITI. EBREW O, 17 g0k s BEERBC [V r=
vOR3R] (ordine salomonico) LWHFENRLBLNHZ ETHB. [V r=E
VoMl BXO [V revoRER] 20 SREFORZEOWCTIWTIE
BRDTH L.

O. 7xvevavv [y, 7OKEBHE] FIERR, A3TTEE 1985
48, pp. 8ff. (O.G. von Simson, The Gothic Cathedral, Princeton Univ.
Press, 1962, 1st ed. 1956).

H. E—Fa=A47 [V e XLy )bbh e T 4y Ve —0T 3/ ¢ =)0
Sy, Ya—v, AANKERA], BAER T3 EEE] PN, 39
325, 1983 &£, pp. 213-27 (H. Sedlmayer, Kunst und Wahrheit,
Miinchen, 1978, 1st ed. 1958).
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2 DHEIRIE

5 =TV eTZ sV e~—LAFiL7 ~NLER—DB
&y (#4) 1635-36 4 RICilE 147.3 v/ 7+ X383.5
VF RAANT4ET g E—ReT—b e Fy

7 —

(264)



