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Abstract In recent years football hooliganism (football crowd violence) has become a growing international

problem. During the last World Cup in Italy, the newspapers reported that the organizing committee
was forced to spend more than 80 billion lira on anti-hooligan measures. It was the most expensive
World Cup in history. Among all the hooligans, the English are ranked the worst in Europe by the
Press. Why has modern football become beleaguered by hooliganism ? What is the cause of it ?
As part of a study on spectator violence, the historical change of hooliganism in England is
reviewed in this paper.
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