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Historical sociology is discussed very energetically these days. But uuder this one name many
approaches are taken, which makes confusion among scholars. In this paper four main types of
historical sociology are discussed : (1) the social condition approach, (2) the approach of the
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examples only for theory-building. (4) The cultural approach emphasizes the effect of the past on
present society. This paper also underlines the importance and usefulness of the cultural
approach. It can reconstruct social theories accrding to the social outlook of common people who
live everydaylives and rivise the role of tradition in modernization.
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The Cultural Approach and the Ex?olutionafy
Stage Approach in Historical Sociology

Hamhiko Takeuchi

Historical sociology 1s discussed very energetically these days.
"But uuder this one name many approéches are taken, which
makes confusion among scholars. In this paper four main
types of historical socxology are dlscussed (D the social condi-
tion approach, (2) the approach of the theory of evolutionary
stages, (3) the general theoretlcal approach and (4) the cultural

: approach :

(1) The social condition approach is ofen taken in monogra-
phic studies that pay attention to individuality. (2) The ap- }l v
prbach .of the theory of evolutionary stages deals Wiﬁh the
social structures with theoretical foundations. (3) The gerier'al
theoretical approach uses historical materials as examples only
for theory-building. (4) The-cultural approach emphasizes the
effect of the past on present soc1ety |

This paper also underlines the 1mportance and usefulness of
“the cultural approach. It can reconstruct social theories acerd-
ing to the social outlook of common people who live everyday-

lives and rivise the role of tradition in modernization.
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