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An Approach to Interaction as “ A Conversation
' of Gestures”

Chihaya Kusayanagi

In order to examine the process of our interaction with others,
G. H, Mead’s theory of interaction or “a conversation of ges-
tures ” is investigated. |

First, how Mead describes the process of interaction and how
he defines and uses the term are examined. According to him,
the process of interaction can be described as a conversation
of gestures. Then, what is a conversation of gestures? To
answer this question, the concept of “gesture ” and the distinc-
tion between “(non-vocal) gesture” and “vocal gesture” are
studied. Mead’s definition of “ gesture ”, its social behavioristic
implications, and the function of gestures as mutual adjustment "
are presented. It is discussed that the distinction between those
two kinds of gestures is not in their vocality, as explained by
Mead himself, but in their *“simultaneous-reflexivity ” from-
the standpoint of the actor, and that, in spite of this distinction,
each gesture that mediates a conversation is a united whole
including both vocal (simultaneously-reflexive) part and non-
vocal (non-simultaneously-reflexive) part as observed from the
standpoint of others. ‘

Finally, the implications of the conception of interaction as a
conversation of gestures are discussed, and further themes
concerning . this conversation, gestures and our process of ad-
justment are offered for future studies in our social interaction.
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LCzo THERY ] RO THIRY &5 L0 oIFELHORNEZALT b
WohDHERFA~NDT 7 v —F 52T 5RARTH 5.

G.H. § — Fiz, #h&Zs k, v» TK¥EERIO th&LBYE, #HY
F, 75T 4 A VEL2L LT, —BRISABRTER. L b,
HTof%, BED X S cits&¥e RS b BIRAFE IO LD,
FOFHBLRBCHM TH oL, T LCHERNDEREZERL,ND
FDT AT+ 7OMEYR I, TA—=—DX5vvRYV w7 « 4V
557 va=A N ETHoR FOEAKADRE I HEE BA
Z, fELOMETAED e e ARBLTRETS. I - N3, ThdE
DI LT RETBEDN, W3 ek, HEADNMBELOMTTAT
%, EWOSXIROFT, mESELE. £LTC, Bao@yh, zoxsik
fiZ & OMETARCERTS THSL 11X, WolkWWEn X577k MBE] &
DDy LD T EDEL OREEGEM/T, WBEOWLIL>TER. Th
LT, AL, #mEoBELEFS. Thbb, 0ok LTIH
B wEWTS THERR] &1, Vol wED L5 ik THEFA] o
b, k.

£#13, TG H. :1—V¥o Mh&mfigEsl) (1987) <, G.H. 1
— FORHERNT7 7r—F L LTRERAL N T E I SNTEIEZR LD
BF, 2R, vy VRAHERLHH L TBIT bRTIER L ST
L DIND, —HT, A« HEFAD 7rerks —<fids -
ARDF 4 TS b DTHS 2 LRRLE. ARE, £
DHEETHB. DD, COBBCEL-T, I — FOELMAHERCE
fd 5L, METHER, FDX5kb0ELTHRELNEDD, L\
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52 ¢ EMBRTHDOTHD.

Fprebic, EFREC, THEGS] L5 BAY, $—FIKsT
EDLORMY PR TN o2 HRTS. Thelii x ko, &
i, HETATr A0 LLATE, Hov-5 THRD | MEiFHs
DIHRE L, HEfTAED 7 e AN THIRVLFE LLTHULKR B
&, ROLTOFEEZRT. BB THIRY &) L LTCoNERA] »,
bhbhoOB2~ZRL T35 OHETACRLT, EDX5T7 S
R—FETRICTSIDTHDE DD, 45 2 ERDVNTIHRNL.

I $—Fisids FEFA]

I-Fik, AADPEVWRTALDS 22 ED X SKEY EFTwo
THH 0. BEE, BOBMCET S THETR OBY B o0 T
BRALTH X\, |

I = FPHEEFTACOCTEDISRWBLTCWEDh, ThxBR5EMN
THRoFEROFIC THETA] LWIEREE T LXELL. BB v~
A FRENGHEER T3 I — FEFERURES KR IS THER
Bl IeBBRYV AT v FEIRTCRG. EiXvz, I — FRMEELTAKL
DWT, UToX 5B~ THY, £2hb, WAMHETAE V5L
T, ED X5 LEBSLTeDh, FioFhl, BoREREC
BWTED LI RMBEL DOy, RTEBENTED I 5EbR
- | -

(Rets s LR WHETACRWT, H2AGONTRD, MOBEEDODHD
FRCHTBRMLID, TLT, ©OREOFA?, BORNOMEEC
5% FIER R S5 HIHE 55 % &) (Mead: 1909:SW 101).
Wi, METAY, L TheR T3 RIE, IHREhIFREE
2T, FleRIGEEEETSH, EWHEBORHEHELT, 2T
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DX 5 HETACOWT, I—-FRILRABRS.

(EEMWEETAREVS 2320 REX TR, HEMLHED B
EEHRD L, BRE LIl LiXB s~ THS ] (Mead: 1909:
SW 102) (TirZEH).

MBBWRET OB Z LRI T, MREOBED B 2iliE LToXk
By, BIRANECEL, COBRPEOEARE > TITROMEL /5% .
Z L TEDORBERBC T B MOMEA DG - (Flg) 23, 23 a=r—
va v, RBOHEM, HEMHEETAEENS7 AL FEEBWTAADE
WIAWTWARBEDRHBIC L - TRADOEEL 52 50 TH% | (Mead:
1909: SW 102) (F&E®).

TE L O HEFAD TreALEERB LT, bhbhil, fIENLD
ThEEHHL TS, FOHKY, bhbhil, HFORBRBOEILKRE
R D 3L T AT AD MO« /5 L5 LIeH L TABRICRIET
B EERBUTH - T 5] (Mead: 1910: SW 131) (FH&Es).

Ihbo THETA] m5ERYEUEHE, WThd, THETA £
MBEEERT - CBRY EFTRETWS D TlRARWA, 2y, #
Bt Wi baD-T, pHHBORBENEETR TS LRI,
B, BUHDOEWEEN, THEMBEETALVWITLL ORI,
THSHETRENS 74 =V V], B L OEETALVS TrteA
2] RBL0N FTHD, LW HIRTHY, B, LR
Pl (74— ¥ ieh I Feerel) KBTI L, bhbhiE
ANMEARAEPDZ EHTH>TBENS T ETHS. bhrbhiihE &
DHEfTHBDIIEFENS. bhubh I BEEA RTAY LTV L5
ZE—Z TR, FENEHERD - BEEEITHD, EVOREDR
#HBTHh, THOHT—I, MBELOHETHEEV IR TZEL
Rz bh, FIbhbhDffoTwaZLELT MLLALDTHS.
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HE#R &V OB CTLERTHS. AaoRy, B, MHET
BOENLEL, HEFAD 7Rt AORBYBELT, FORENTHI
hs. '

FECIE, TAOFKR, EANRERCRSWTHRESRE - TSRS
ERBDEERELS. DO ENRILDIE, BAN, MOBEBALHWS
THAHIHEWO XA, TORERZRELT, BHBHH LTI
THLEE BBCERELES ELTESTHLEXTHS | (Mead: 1922:
SW 243). %7 Thhbhit, fiZobhbhedTsBELHESEET
BETRICEVT, BEOTADPTHD L /s 5 | (Mead: 1924-1925:
SW 284) oThs. ¥, $50E 20X Mmbhicilisy, T—REIh
efF] o TiE, TH LES—BFRD, IAFCF v+ v F+ - bE
REFOhD. 2ok BRI CEREE, BEESOPRED AR
CRIORY Y 2 vCT VAR5, FL T ORBILEh A KIE S 22,
B T b S hicfiig) LPARSOTH D, HOTECH, Fhi
HET D THS. TLTC, HoEREkT2 20X 5 k—RL3Inifh
ErEN, BEEDEY 525D THS | (Mead: 1924-1925: SW 285) &«

(BT ofMEL, —B{bIhiEl &, HETAZIRE TSI Y
y 7OLET, WUSKD, BB\ L, HETEE SRR E TR
bh, Z2bhL5ELTWADTHS. , |

Ro>T, I—FOERCHENT BARX HESTA W -FELLT,
BSOS w5, THCRESHTADONICAET S (Mead: 1914CL:
IS 102/Mead : 1924-1925: SW 283). # LT, Ta&mfaHl &3, TRAL
BT s motYoRBI X » THENI DB b0, £ L ThoEFRCE
EFELRITT Y FIEEs T4 o) (Mead: 1909: SW 135),
MR CERCBET 5 hoBEEOF#MOb & TEL S 751 (Mead: 1914CL:
IS102) T5%. $— FOMUS, HERHLAATHEALL ¥ 3K,
FTOfMEEOEEGTAD T r e ADHCHZHEA, Wb THEGAS =
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A CHHAl THhDEELD. FhbB, EAD, LA
BLESTWDEWSEHRMLSL TR, FTRELIOHEETA  r LA
MDD, FOHRTLY, BORE-THEALWOIEELRZENTVLID
ThHD.

I #&pfigEEo THiRY ) B

(1) PTABOEBRMhOLDERYDOZHIEL—HIEYLBEEHIRY
ERNTE, TOXSTHEETATrA, BACHSE®ELS X570
HATH bhbh AR E > THEBE W ONEMEETHROD VTR, 3
—Fi}, FDI5RIDELTRLTHIDTHA S0, TDOZ L%, 3
—Fo THIRY ) Biar@: LTREIL T &,

=K, HETAD e v A LWSIREOFRT, BEEOREZHE T
HERAT, THEDL, THEEHEIL 05 &R AGTL T &,
I<HMbR TS, I —-FREST, HAPBEOR S &L, HAETAR
BT, BHHOTAZRBRUT, BEOXHSHIOGLWRRLELDZ LT
Bot. T, HEFRET SR, HEFAD 7w 2A0dc, HA
K& - THSEEHET 5 ZEINE TR T AT hiE R b, Fh
7, BEBEDTHS. »< LT, BEHED LA RHETAY, Th
Do, EBFFRNRHIRC I 5HEETA» LIS,

BE, o vEDERAE LWL O RBEETA T » 2 AL, BB,
REALEDOEHNESFXBE L TREINS.

[—HDORD, MACH->T, S TOELTRILNLS 5 & LT
5. HEORIY, TheRl T, BAOESEELS. 2% b, RIUOR
DR DA 5 ETH. ZZRBBHDOUL, HEDLEEHE ROBERV
BBEE DA ML TH B | (MSS: 63) (THEE).

ZZ T, BHIORD, HFEROE DD S LET2HHFH, HEADOH
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WeieoT, d5—FHDORE, BBLE: THFRO 2155 T35,
EWVIORERERETS. WMEBEOMETAL TTRBRCL S, s
FRHTHRIGE OFEEE LTEBEND. Z LTI, WEDORD
EDE, I-Fx, THERYEHE] LH&MLE. X5k THIE
h&EE] WR\NT, BOIXE UK.

b, WHEELTCOECRELS X5 hHETAN EEINS. Fhit
ME SR v ) (vocal gesture) K X5 &FETH 5.

T A DS T AR T, “Me”, W& e LToHDALL X2
Loz, MITHAH 50 ¥, AL, HeREornicby, HoOBRE
EVHbonb, HPBERANEBITIRZ 00, ZOMEHT 35211,
EEHRE D ICETEEBROPR T, TTCRTFEIA TS (Mead: 1912: SW
139), F7chb IAFOFIL, SOREELRESS. AL, BHOH
DEBEPLHFNLBEDMELRLD Z X TETH, THIITRELTL
Mg 2h, OB, BoOoBEEERVE, BoOALRAFRE-&D
LE S ENTES. A, CHELEEFR L E, H-80KE, BRECH
Do THEFES LTS, &5, Uk, FxT5LE HEREL - TH
LTWBDERALSBVWEER, HBARA» > THELTHBDTHS ]
(Mead : 1912: SW 136-137).

EEHIRDIL, BREETHS. L1550, ThIL, FEHEYY
TolcBoBEACH L TH, MBCH L TCERURCIERTE205THS ]
(Mead : 1922: SW 243).

b U, BEFEDD, ThaELLBEAOHR, fiFLRABEOR
BrECoEREERS LD, £ LTI ORDFHOMEDTT RO
2%, HMOBBORA DRI/ b, HXESY, MEFES TR LT
EZTH0 LA, BoOBHFCHLTITAETS ISR TWEZ LR
ﬁ<<5551@@m 1924-1945: SW 287). -

BFHIEVIL, ThERLCBAD, ThiEd bhicMBEzNZTIS
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g: gesture

(B#zD) s: stimulus

g
SP-T] i fth &

BEAERD)

g

TRE [ o | &

S

K 1
DEFRCZTID Z LM TED, LI-FRES. £LTZDTLeR
UC BAORLEZOHRV AL T, MEIRIET S0 L ARG
T5, LBk, AREAEDETS. HEEHARVERLLEL o
TEIT BA%, FIRVEZZTERAMBEORBELBL T, HHELLTR
LT ENTED, Tihbb, £2C HEBRKS, EWibidths(K1).

THRE2E THLREFEEHELS, FERARORIEEARA S E
BT b0 THBRLIE, TOMEDIL, BEEY VELL SRS (5
HBPARL L > TRELNACEFRHIRD S, HFCHIREDONIGE T &
b, bhvbhiuk, £hk, TRADOY VALERES. ZOBFESERD
D, ThERBLILAARCS, ARORIEZTSEHREY LT D, bh
bt FhrEBEER Y vAEL s (Mead: 1924-1925: SW 288) o ¢
Hob. TLTERL Z5LLEEFR)V—FERY VALORKCS O
Thb. .

DX EREERY DR, 2 v EEFOHEY (I - Foxit
X, FECRLTHENEHRD) HOFRFEI ST T
BUEER, XFAD, METAT weARKT 5 HEOREE V> B
BEFFZ I 51E, TRt Wbk, BENEFENLVLIBBETIL
Vv FREFOBER BlZEABOSEOR L) LFEHE @ER
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OWEEE) v MBETh . BESRIZFREFN LR 26X
THH0, Fhik, FBRIEZToERAD, FLARCThEZTES
TENTES, LLWHIHRHRE, LA T ETPOHETE T » 2
ARENT, BHEHLTHE LARHCERBTES, L), ANE
%%tﬁﬁm@ﬁ&tﬁ.Lﬁ%,:@z%m,%amm,ﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁ
HORFITHS. BEEEEIE, - FEFHBELL Thtes, o
L5 AR ES T, BRERETHIRBLL GRLULATWEDTH
5. | |

L Ledis, 25 LcRERALEESED &, ERRNTERL -
FEFERLFRD V5, BRI OSLDORDI, B IFEHRIC L
haxih) & TIEEFRPNLRFIBIRLIBEEE] L), VLDHRRSS
TP D HR ) HFEOK SN, L5 D TikigLs.

IDZEEDOWT, BEEDLIDIE, S—E, —Fo [HiEp) &
WO BEETh BRI E TR THEMTEESE] HaeEBcBE2RT TR
LLERDD.

(2) #HEBFTEEERO THIEY) B

HEDIEONT, = Fids.

Mo HR DL, 23T d, ARNTARORMONNRMBETHS. #
ST AL, BHMEAN, TORAEVCEBEL THEEY 52, oEA
CRIGHMAR TS, W5 2 EAThbhTWb 2 &% E 5] Mead: 1909:
SW 123). | |

N3 & A ED-EHFIRL, HENTA—ZOTAN BEx RIS
DEEECR L THIEE Ied —oFDi Lo BB RHIND. &
hod, HIR)OFEXTHS. - (FFBg) o2 5 LR b OFIRIL, M
AE B BERRRE L TOMOMEACE#E ST 5 12Tk, #ix,
KRENTBDHRDESL EDTREOEBOFILLE ST, Zhbpit
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SHTEENCH U OV e R R K IE A% 4 T 8¢5 | (Meaa . 1912: SW
135-136).

MEEDIRZ F o OFDOIFRPRBEL, FHEEELFETHEY, TV
PORERYIESELE, BRI ETh5D. oo (FRlg) -eoee thboH
RDIL, HDI-E D L LRIFM, BECHBRLIICD LB EEIT

EoThrERH LN LDTFEO L RIFAE B 3 %) (Mead: 1922:
SW 242).

MTHIE D] LW S5ETCRNE > T B0, HDIESHTAREL-T
WBEADITALWLEED—HDZ & T, Thik, Mo@ARED LA
DREABDHTHND A=+ #FFT5 LdORME LTH. 0k
EZRINDHIED OEMNIL, ARZOPTHENETHDED S BRbhvbi
DRIBTHMEORBECE X, #HIrORBRILTIRYFAI &, B
B iR D RT3 BT RRE, AROF o4 il on Thhvbh
NREL TCHHERORE, ¥R v v iR 7 2 vy v /%35 ADE
XORBCBERLETHY, ThHRATT, bhbhoREE> < H
ELTWL DTH5 | (Mead: 1924-1925: SW 286).

THRDIE, HEPTHDOTATHY, TOT v RARBERT HDD
B L L@ (Mead: 1927 CL : IS 142).

HiR D1k, F—i, £ENTAEA— I - FoEBR IIE [T AL ED
BAOHRELZ ST ED 7 5 A (Mead : 1924-1925 : SW 279)—— o> 45>
Thbh, B, FICLEH LEHESHTREZIREIL T3, BEARD
R ERIEORD & hOFT, MELE > THBLEEDEDEES.

HEROVXZZOL 5L, LorbEAHORYE YR ZDLSRARD
CEa THIRVSGE] LR 2 3 — VYoEBY, BMZES KR X5 R
B TRDHTHRS. &, MAALBHCT, RICI — FOZEFFO LS
i, NAZDOHFT, ENELL, ThbhEsLLTunkeET3%. AN
BREZEBRTFELERY, ThREM B, AREVLWERLERETS. =
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DA,
ADTTR =Bl > THRETS 2 & — BORIB

- BofTA=ACA,r»CBRETE L (AT ERIE) —A~D

w3
Efed. 120, L, AP, BT/, BOBFRKLVWAECRFELE-
TWwick LichbESn. BRELKK LT, CoOFFLIZfMA»REE, £
heBArEdbhicdbo LZ0EY, AEh->TRVWEL, &aRT
5. Z0LE, WEORMIRELNDHETAL,
DiTA=Cifn > THRETS &

c BOfTA=AREAI - TRELESTC L
DRDEDVTHDBEEZDDTHA 5, IV [FiRgy | OFME
B, 5Tl ADTaE—Cr@mh - THRET 2 = L —1t,
Bizd - ik, Cexidasiciind, BT s, HoTE
S TFERESICENVISDTHD. Tle, KhbIZ, £5LEANLD
B LT, BRARRDCRIGEREILTWAZ LZs. BiE -
T, ADfT-7ez &R, Al td, TORATE, BAKRAM» > TE
PFFEE oL, WS ETHD, Fhi, BLi-CTDADHED T

ri: A's response

g;: A’'s gesture observed by B
o1: B’s observation

s1: stimulus to B

g1

ry 01
//—_ik\‘
A B
ra: B's response to s1
gq: B's gesture observed by A

0z: A’'s observation
sz : stimulus to A

K 2
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»HbH. DD,
- ADfThA=CIab » TRETSZ L — BADRHIB
=ADHIE Y —BIAI > THRETS L

- BofTA=AREN > TRETE 2 L (ADHIE H T2 k)

ADHIRD %, MEBKE - THAEZEANLLZTRSZRBTHS, &b
5Z¢i%, TOLIRILEEGELTCWEDTHS (K2).

ADHIE DR DOWTESL Z LI, ADTARCOWTEALZ L EFAL TR
v TEARD ) & T5%0 &, BIEAH 2 ETHE, Thik, W,
ADEIROD, ADITACHELCOWSEE WS, I —FOBERED
X, BRI, TA0 TEo) 350 TARcHE»IAIE TH 5
EWS T LETHD. &, TAENPLRLIORE Y, HEMEDD T
CAOBRENTIWS 4L, FORBILEHRE, FAEDTACH
%Lfbé.tﬁL,@%-@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéwm,::T@%%&Kﬂ
T, fTAZEOTATIIRL, TohrbDRB—Fhick - Tl - 8
BHEIFASHORIGEWEINE—TH D, ThANTEEOHERD 2D
TH5. Wb, %  BEZEOZTITIR Ry, Fc ik, i
ZOBRENOITABCRBIRILLE, Th%, BRIV EV50THS.

EE A OBIEN, ACBEFLEDAEZ L3, BEAERENRZ LT
»5. T, EAORBELUADORLDOTE V. BEZEOBEN LI,

Tha iRy ie0THsH ) (MSS: 15) (THEH). |
35y, TEWEo, REWCT?REAOKRE, 127y vEeEw
FHethiE, AWEAELBRELOBRC LT, B “UrRbhr”
g5, KIEAOMA] (Mead: 1922 SW 242) ©h5 L3575
i, HiED &, M - BEENTAZOMLLOMTNIEA TR -
HBTHY, TOBEEBLT “UrBbhi” TAD D% REGD)
TDTHD.

FeoT, WRIWIANLE > DIE, BEVE, ThEBTITA
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ED, FIrALDS0EERTIHEE VG IEELYRELT 0 Tidluw.
bbAHA, FRYBLOBEEL, TAENED X 5 IO PRE LR -
TWdDr%ERT, EWiZt%d, bhbhiZAEHCRERL TV, A
DELTEBIL, BRADOKHSPREE V- b0%, BB, RLT
W A, ThL, BRADOHERV Y, FAILHORKS - BEL Vv ocd
D&, MR IHETOFTTHBEIT, £5h0TH5. HiRH O
%, Thibvd, ThAELLOMEOHORBE RIGOHEHBLTHS.
Fee BB DA, FOBEBEZECHLT, BiELLLbETHELTE,
ORI, BEEZIObIC L), EHLALHT5Z LTIy EHE
X OEFRBOMH S, MOBADCERL B AL THEL LI ETS
CED, BEL=AAF-PHOEZRDILEGLELTH, REO=
FAF—LEEHOZ LD, HiRD OEREROTIIRV. LWhAR, HiR
Do, BEREROBGYELN NG RD I 5T kY, B
P7eBRciziow. HR Y OB—oREL, L2055 HERIBIT
5 HENRIGOHERTEETH D, oL, HEERKGEE, #
LT ROMI R REEh S0 TH B (Mead: 1910: SW 125).
M BRDIC L - C, ASBABREZATA TS MMoOBEOTENC
LT, BYLREHTECRS. F0X5ctE£fTAHNTY, B
2% HEDEVWSIFERABUTRELINDS ) (MSS: 13-14n).
EHRE L, ZOBEOBEIB, FOrOHIRTT ORBEERT S,
EWVS DT, WV, MHFO BL T L FBKE, 2l PTRIG
L, TOD2EEHOTAEZENIE, ¥1HE, VL TERELOREYE
2T FreA%E Y. - FOBGE 5 Ba% AEEHTS 7 —
DEXREVDRD, RO 7R}, —HOBLLHHEILTHS. BE
Kz, BRLTCPEORBEE IS & 237 l, FREI w@md 8L
X T30 TH5 ] Miller: 1973 : 30). '
5L THIED ) oAb, I — V2 ELOFBEHE —LE0NT
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BEH-—o7 e —F L LTHLLE BRI THEEShD D EL
TOTABLEVIBANLDOT7 Fr—5) (MSS: 2) &, —BT230ThH
D, TOBEWRT, HED] L1k, TR THLSHTHERNES (&
H:1985) D THS. |

iR D L1%, HEMTAEOEITH D, MEFCHTHIRWMTHD, TO
BRI, TAZONLBMLONEERTH LTk, FAELED
fE - BB L OMOHEHEICEEN T L ehsd. BRI, 744
DIFACEEL DD, MEOHBL KM TE DO THS. L L
T, I-FrIiug, HETAD rxAiL, TOX57HFIEIDORY L
WL BEFHETHS.

I TE#HELEEE L COMETA

(1) BREOBANSLOHEY D—T{t

ZO5LTI—-FiRk, MEffATeer%, THEIZE] & LTHEL
Lic. ZOBREELRMALNRCTIBDENRDHS.

FBIED, - N3, HEOREOMELHLLCELT, HiR
b n, REERERSDE L TOEESEDY 2L, FFRABEER
WieHiE ) ERBILI. £LT, ROFCEVHIHIRREND X 57, H
Otz WEIRVE&FHEE, ABRBELXZF-TIT5 X557, BOY4E
L%, HEEFREICIBLFEEN, WhIEDTBEL CRLEUST bR, &
DL E, fiEk, HOEELZRWEWSIERT, X0 7Y 374 7iH
BfiADH 0T, BEXIVBELCHETAEL, WHENLEE~L, H
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