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The Principle of Charity

, in -
Interpretation and the Explanation of Action

Satoshi Miyadate

Davidson and others have recommended principlés of charvit‘y..'
In this article I am defending their claim that interprétation
“and the explanation of action are impossible without a rather
strong princ_iples of charity.

The principle of charity in the domain of intefpfetation is
that when we interprete what others say we must assume their
beliefs are usually true. The principle of charity in explaning
action says that the speaker must generally be.rational both in
the sense that his beliefs must be logical and in the sense that
his action must be reasonable given his desires and beliefs. v
' These principles should be considered as constitutive for in-
terpretation and the explanation of action by using such con-

.. cepts as desires, beliefs and other attitudes.
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(2) ‘Snow is white’ BETHS iff BT
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BOLRICED e T-BH, FhEEKTIRERR TIRARWL, A
2, T-BEwzmby, 230, £ T-HERIFAMNE L ORBRIBEL
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HIEBHRN e BEL 52 TYET LD TH 5.

(5)



PR L FT A ORI 30 5 B O BRI

T, Ra 0BT BT, AHOEENS X OIS B TEY 3
THILEThE. bAABAEREL, YHWSERTHSTEE Lo
(3505 £\ 5 & LEHETE LD, RAZEDADHTEEL IR
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HEBHOSENTE, TRhLbLEERCILIGEHEOMHES IS E 2/t
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KEDDESVHEITEH7DIIT, B AL, BEORFEOELEALEIHE
MDEELEZDIDREETHD, LRELLLTHE b\, £ 5 Tlhlhh
X, BEIRALXOLESTHAITS Z LikTcEhv. chix [ME&EN
DEWS ] ORBELELLD. —fC, FEEND LB R bEFEH L &
EUTWS, LUELRFhIEE b,

B, Faly, FEEN IUsraining’ 2E LEZ TS L EOIER
BC GBI E >TORERME) BB TERL TRELEV. Lo
<, MEHHID L, SERIO SO RATERECE U TEOER
ERERTD L5 ThS. 774 vORET S, TEEY) ik
—Re TBEL) ThE. T5FB L, TONOHEMEE, BEShi
B, BT, REZAHHCRELDEMS, BEEERIICALDOLD
CABSHE S e Bic\u. & MR, BATEBORRNERY
P> = LATED LS THEDTELHD LA, T4 L@RERY
B3 BEBRNEFr,D L LTEREES NI hIXe bigh. |
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5H, ILRIEHCERTHE, FEEZ, BREVBCOBEREL LT
XhETHDHEE2DEE, TLTXDLERCBYZLONEELEELD,
Fhbzricins. H—0 TMEAREWOERS) ofEc Ly, BFEIh
R REEDEEYEDTOD, B, BEOEALIREOEAI—%
THZERES. ChIBEIhEE56IE, BECI-TEEELZLRT
WHMNREARBEERDLTIER AL LN TELDT, Hiald,
BORFL XD L DEARLERTHTAL L TERT L ENTE
%, DEVHONEBRTHENTED Z LS.

ZDRGEY, BarEn st LTRFECNDOEREZITIES L5747V
4 PV VROBKRERIZE > TRIBERKRETH - T, BRYAEETHE
B ELEDERWERTHS.

(Bl e, BRBEEORFICHTS B >T) LHARTHS &
& TEBRTHEBELTNOONEHEZZ IS LK, KBS

15)
E.

| BEE L ERRE ORAO—BREHTS CORE, (EEMCHETS) B
#ADJRAI (Principle of Charity) & FETh 5. BREIFEERECHSD
FarHELT—BRED, Thitk -~ TERLBESOHEKRFEOME
BT 5 ETHHOTHD. |

BTN, b bR, BT, RECHNMLTS
EWVWSE, BIUBZA, ThbbREDEEE—HIEDLLVITED
B, o=2oDz &b, HED 4) i T-XOoBTiXic<, &rLs, T-
X (A) OsLpEBHTHEMLELEEZLRNETHS.
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Eich., ZokE, ‘It's raining’ F\W3EEOYLE THARES T3 ]
SV D HABOXIL, (4) Ecd XOREEIRTEY, SHbEHLH
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ﬁt¢iémﬁﬁéhtis p A, B T b «6ht3.p@%#
AP FEDOEETHD. Fhbb, HEk I OHMRENELELTL
BENSZ IS, FOURETHS T &«@%H%T%k#5l5kﬁ
SETHB. —HIC, x5S RELELTWA B, sIRECTHS. T-8
A BECHRL L DR D, & OBEMOEMIIRETSHS L Bbh?
M Liicls. LsL, 54 ¥4 FV voEE~oishit, & LT
THRBERERIDDIDOTHE D, TOENLLITFC, FEERED
Tkl LTI ) 2 OBMEDEHILAETHD . B

KRETIE, MADRFEOBRRER L BET 5 7DD Zh LORFMHFRD
T, oW, Tiebb, ERECIEREL LTORKFTHH DD, DD
XET, TRh OAECEE OIREBRIRFEETHD O, L5 RHE
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LichoTEAZ, BEOFEMNETHRRDE SORESTHTHEET
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HL oD BBONBLE VT, AL TEENRARSONRTLD
YBTHS. BRNAHROST T2, BROBGELALRS OIIRL
TELL . REThiE, EFERLTLIESYERCRE LWL,
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gt LT ChuE, 25 Ltk 0 L REOMBR > £ WL KEHD &
EbRTWB DT £5 Tl T, EAarRBIRTHRRELTR
BIEWIREALDODDE, L Kl s X 57k THEEAEE)
(constitutive principle) > LTEILRFEEIRTWEDTHS.

HL, oo FTRTOEZIL, INEDELEELTEDLERBEY FD
YERELELD, LEETRE, o Thbb, S L LERSR
5B D FNTOBAXELY, &EEFIE ELV (B B
BRIETD C EFRRE L THS D,

Lal, dbDA, EEIMBEDIEELRL TRHRLRVERFEET
o, HEWHAILILLIE, BRRREALLTOHALRDS D
2. ULk, B2k, KESOEESEELVG S OIRFLED
CLRELE2HIENTED. TOHEMIL, BT BEZO 2 v

B LOMBIE L > TRHEShANDLTHD. e
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