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Abstract In the 1970's there arouse some proposals for urban folklore by some Japanese folklorists. These

trends seem a great stimulus to urban sociology. On the side of sociology, recently there rose
some arguments about urban way of life and formation of "Urbanized Society of Japan". Then, in
this paper I try to join some proposals for urban folklore to these trends of urban sociology and
present a new perspective of urban folk-culture studies. First, two trends of urban folklore are
examined critically. After my indications about some questions of urban folklore, the following can
be summarized concerning the perspective of urban folk-culture studies: (1) In urban folk-culture
studies, we must extend the object of our studies than traditional ways of Japanese folklore. (2) A
successor of urban folklore as a common man (Jomin) living in urban area can be often a innovator
carrying social changes. (3) The most extensive framework regulating urban folk-culture may be
the concepts of urbanization and urban way of life. (4) The form of urban folk-culture is closely
connected with social relations of urban residents.
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