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The Metapher of “Face” in the Old Testamkent |

——An Origin of the Concept of Personalify-—
- Mitsuru Uchida

It is very often said that the word * personality ” is derived
from Latin “ persona” meaning *mask” put on by the actor at
the ancient Roman theater. And most ethical theories have
so far interpreted personality in this way. :

I should like to assert in this paper that the word “per-
sonality ” originates in Hebrew “panim” (face) in the Old
Testament. Ancient Hebrews did not know the philosophical
concepts which ancient Greeks were very familiar with. In
order to denote God, the Hebrew writers of the Old Testa-
ment used personified expression including the metaphor “the
face of God.” It means the presence of God; in other words,
God’s participation in Israel’s history. Several phrases had been
made in order to express either God’s grace toward Israel or
His judgment against Israel. They are also metaphorical ex-
pressions of the personal relations between God and man. Those
usages of “face” were succeeded by the Greek New Testament
through the medium of the Septuagint which is the translation
‘of the Old Testament from Hebrew into Greek.. :

What is more, Martin Buber’s personalistic interpretation of
the Old Testament is one of modern philosophies emphasizing
the meaning of the word * personality.”
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P RRERTL &, YRORREL &, THLMl-ERHE & LED
HREIZ e DL 5WERILTSH. HYWEED T+ 2 M R Kittel, ed.,, Biblia
Hebraica, Wiirttembergische Bibelanstald, Stuttgard, 1937, 1973 %, %7
#EEED 5+ % b3 K. Aland, ed.,, The Greek New Testament, United
Bible Societies, West Germany, 1966, 1975 % FH\u 7-.

]‘:'»J_‘,‘

TAKEL &V 558, WBE=TEEHF EHRESD personality DEREE
ELTRE LTn b, hAE0%2H - BHERCER Lt Un, Tok, A
KBV bh 5B Lok, ThURICE, BETIUE person
2% TA - &4, personality 2% TAf LREhIcc Lizdk-7ent, Ak

AL ERNETERL, bHAETRE SR BEThH-HEELDTD
AH5.

“person, personality” (3¥hgE®D ‘“Person, Personalitit” <e{AFE®
“ personne, personnalité” & %%ODﬁﬁ%% LSL, ThbDBZR—

HENDREL TS, LORERIRT 7 ViED persona THBH. O
vy Ik, Hr -~ OEBRI WL TRENEIC DT HEE) 28
BRL, ZOBENDZORAXZ 2T TE LS MREITESGAY) TEE &
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