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Abstract Despite its distinguished development, the denning of the term "community services" was

complicated by the fact of general disagreement among those concerned with community college
education. Thus, in attempting to establish the philosophical basis for providing this paticular type
of education, it is necessary to conduct an in-depth review of relevant literature on community
services. There are two prevailing philosophies regarding community services. The first one
hypothesizes that if a college is truly a community institution, everything the college provides is a
community service. The second one maintains that only those actions or efforts of an institution
that provide community identifiable services should be classified as a community service. In
addition to the argument above mentioned, there is a second set of lines that focus on the content
of the community service function. Those who believe that the primary function of the community
college is education tend to define community services with emphasis on educational aspects. On
the other hand, there are newer definitions which emphasis on community involvements. Recently
a growing group of people is describing community services in the context of community education
which embodies elements of both approaches. However two of the problems of developing a
philosophy of community services is to define community and, since other agencies in a
community offer services to the populace, to identify the needs of the community that the college
should attempt to serve.
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