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Philosophy. No. 66

Colonial Legacies and Development

Syed Magbool Murtuza*

“ Development ” has become a catchword for the recently
developing countries of the world. But their efforts to develop-
ment does not often produce the awaited results. Reasons are
varied. This paper attempts at explainig it through a special
and belimited point of view: the legacies of colonial nexus.
History bears weight. In explaining any society we need to
consider its history too, because history can shed light toward
understanding its mode.

Today if we look at the history of these countries, we find,
almost all of them had undergone a nightmare of colonial ex-
ploitation. A great majority of them have gained independence
in last two or three decades only. Their morals, values and
codes of behaviour were shattered under long colonial rule

. where efforts were made to only partly change these societies.
Motivations for such change were varied—ranging from bene-
volent goodwill, expansion of western ideas, to downright ex-
‘ploitation. Thus a distorted or shattered society of uneven
social change was created. Polarization became prominent. It
is in this situation that most of the third word countries today
are struggling for a leap forward to development. But their
shattered condition do not give them the necessary momentum
to a rapid development. The essay tries to give light to this
aspect of development, although it is understood that the ques-
tion is more complicated and needs examination from various
other standpoints. Still we need to consider the experience of
colonial subjugation with more weight and try to find means
for coping with resultant hinderences.

* Ph. D. Candidate in Sociology, ‘Graduate School of Keio University.
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PROLOGUE

“Look at the globe of, say, 1914. This...... was the jingo world, the
Imperial Ace Age. See how the European burst his borders, sprawled out
over the Americans, gobbled a continent in Australia. The glacier of
white supremacy flows across all Asia (including Siberia and Kazakastan)
to Shanghai. Only four brown peaks thrust up through the suffocating
mantle : Ethiopia, Thailand, Afganistan, Japan. Jump forward fifty-one
years and, on the globe today, the great glacier is in rapid retreat. But
the experience of surviving the ice age was something reserved to
yellow, brown and black-men—those who wear what was once cruelly
called “the badge of sérvitude », It is doubtful if those of us whose
skins are pinkish white can ever hope to comprehend the thing emo-
tionally.”1 ‘

Albeit often the third world countries are grouped into a single
category, yet with inherent differences among them they react dif-
ferently to the modernization process. Accordingly, the nature and
process of adjustment with industrialization also depicts markedly
differential needs. But avoiding too much details lest we lose our
context, we need to consider the differences in modernization process
of various underdeveloped countries on some broad based generali-
zation. Of particular interest here will be a consideration to situa-
tions of developing countries with long experience of colonial? subor-
dination.? ’

Indeed, most of the developing countries of the present day under-
went, at some time or other, the experience of colonial rule. A few
of them are still colonies. Many, including some major nations with
large populations, became independent comparatively recently. In
South Asia there was a rush to independence shortly after the end
of the Second  World War, while in Africa there was a similar rush
around the so-called ‘ Year of Africa’, 1960. Others have been poli-
tically independent since the early nineteenth century, such as the
Latin American countries. In some countries, however, the political
independence was attained by ‘white’ communities who continued
to dominate the populations of non-European decent. In this way a

(152)



.~ Philosophy No. 66

colonial - situation has become . internalized, as it is, in countries
like South Africa. At an earlier period the independence of Latin
American countries may be seen in a somewhat similar light. But
for purpose of brievity (and avoiding enclavement into complexity),
the discussions here will be limited to only recently.:independent
developing countries. Examples will be drawn mainly from colonial
experience of Indian subcontinent (i. e. the British India) because of
the ‘writer’s acquaintance with the first-hand knowledge on the effects
of colonial subordination in the Indian subcontinent only.-
PSYCHOLOGICAL DETERRENCE

The history of colonial areas, if read in the light of . modern psy-
chology. and sociology, illustrates the nature of society’s: reaction to
the alien invaders. Westerners posessing advanced techniques.come
totraditional society ‘and subordinated the indigenous population.
Naturally, we ask why the later (as is evident in most of the instances)
have been slow to react' in persuing progress and development . in
an attempt to strengthen themselves, and thus escape subordination,
as Japan :eventually did. o

The colonizers, subordinated the indigenous people by force, virtu-
ally every where disrupted the native culture and violated -its
deepest and moral values.* For example, in the Indian subcontinent
by introducing Western systems of land ownership by individuals
in “fee simple”,: they destroyed the rights in land that were the
basis of community life and that were sanctioned by sanctions as
deep-rooted as, say the rights of parents to rear their own children.
By introducing Western laws and rules of evidence they insured
that their own system of court would flaunt basic moral codes of
the country. By introducing ¢ contract’ they deprived the unfortunate
people of their right to lead their simple life.- They also showed
contempt for religion. Etc.? | : o

The result of such disruption and of the apparent hopelessness of
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rebellion created emotional uncertainity that, in broad generalization,
created two important relevant effects:

1. It worked strongly against the aquisition of *achievement
motivation ”.

2. It created (probably influenced by contempt toward the new
changes introduced by colonizers) an intense desire to hold on
to the old values, and thus created a deep unconcious antipathy
among the general people toward the new technologies and insti-
tutions of the West. '

Consequently, the colonial administrators effectively blocked incen-
tive to participate in economic development, even though they may
have provided knowledge of, or exposure to, advanced techniques.

The Japanese Case: In Japan, on the other hand, the aliens creat-
ed fear of subordination; but they did not occupy the land, disrupt
the culture, and occasion an antipathy to their occupants. This
contrast between Japan and other Asian countries in relations to the
West is perhaps of major significance (as Hagen also percieves) in
explainig the rapid development of Japan.®

A little discussion on the history of Japan is of importance. The
Japanese knew of Western invasion on Asian countries, viz, Indian
subcontinent, Indonesia and even China in nineteenth century. The
Tokugawa Shogunate (who held the military office of dictatorship
from 1603 to 1868) ejected and kept the foreigners out of Japan,”
because of a justifiable fear of increase in power and domain of the
foreigners. The small outlet at Nagasaki served as a small riverlet
for foreign learnings and art.

But when in 1853 Perry appeared with warships and demanded
Japan open to foreigners, anti-foreign feelings became intense. With
tumultations in following few years, the Japanese accepted the forei-
gners and foreign technology with only desire to learn the art of
superior technology from them, and save the nation from future
subordination.
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Of course, it is difficult to say what would have happened if Japan
was subjugated by them? But it can obviously be said that the
picture of today’s Japan would have been different, and probably the
colonial -rule might have brought the ‘emotional’ confusion and
breakdown it brought elsewhere.® :

After the Second World War, we find, in conformity to the above
paradigm, Japan's spectacular rise in economic growth. Military
strategy facing a defeat, Japanese fear for subordination was chan-
nelized toward high economic development to keep the country in
“freedom . | , :

The Japanese modernization was not sudden and artificial. It had
its life-line deep rooted in the total value system of the society.
The reaction to subordination, or very real and justified fear of
subordination, provided energy for social revolution. With  these
developments, Japan created the economic institutions that she lacked.
But the old powerfully influence the new. The course of her deve-
lopment from Meiji restoration (1868 A.D.) to the present shows
marked difference from that of the Western, because the process
was powerfully influenced by the persistence of previous social
values and relationships.®

UNEVEN CHANGE INSTIGATED

A characteristic of the total process of transition and change in
recently developing countries is that it has been, and continues to
be, unbalanced. Certain major elements of this lack of balance have
long been recognized and more or less correctly attributed to the
nature of colonialism.'® As a result of change occuring under the
environment of clash with colonizers, these societies have run into
an inferior, dependent, and unbalance position in relation to the world
development process. In order to understand some of the dynamic
- problems to which this process has given rise, certain aspects of this
uneven and unbalanced changes should be analysed.
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Change dirvected to ‘Centre’: The first major aspect is the lack
of balance in processes of ‘change and transition that can be found
between the central level and local level. Most changes introduced
either directly or indirectly by the colonial powers (or by the ‘tradi-
tional authorities of the independent nations who were groomed by
the colonial powers) have been focused on the central institutions of
the society. The most obvious changes were in the broad frameworks
of political and ecomonic institutions. In the political field, the intro-
duction  of unitary systems of administration, the unification and
regularization of taxation, the establishment of modern court proce-
dures, and at later stages, the introduction of limited types of repre-
sentation, have greatly changed overall political structure and orien-
tations. Similar attempts to change the central foci of the institu-
tional framework was made on a more limited scale in the educa-
tional field by endeavoring to provide new types of modern education
for selected local elites. |

At local levels: At the local level of village or community unit,
colonial or indigenous local rulers attempted to contain most changes
within the limits of traditional groups and, or, to limit, as much as
possible, the extent of any change. But many changes did develop
within the local communities, as the literature on detribalization,
social and economic disorganization in villages, and disorganization
in the community administration indicates. The important thing
for our analysis is that the rulers tried, in so far as possible, to
contain these changes within traditional systems, and most of - their
administrative efforts on local level were aimed at strengthening of
existing organizations and relations, at maintaining peace and order,
and at reorganizing the systems of taxation. Thus, while the ad-
ministrtion attempted to introduce - innovations—particularly new
taxes and efficient administration—it tried to accomplish this within
a relatively unchanging social setting. Here existed a basic contra-
diction: on the one hand, attemts were made to establish broad,
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modern administrative, political and economic settings, while on the
other hand, these changes were to be limited and based on relatively
unchanged sub-groups and on traditional attitudes and loyalies. This
contradictory attitude could be found in most sphers of today’s
underdeveloped countries. ,
In Economic Fields: In the economic field, major efforts were
made to faciliate the functioning of market-oriented economy—albeit
of a very specific kind. This economy had to operate, as it were,
without full development of new economic motivations, which would
have disturbed the existing social order, and also would have delimited
economic prosperity of the colonizing countries. In India the Bri-
tishers purposefully destroyed the indigenous cotton industry of the
country*® to.create markets for their home products.’* There was
a -constant pressure from colonizers that colonies, should go for
mining and producing agricultural cash crops (viz, tea and indigo
in India, rubber in Malaysia, cotton and coffee in Uganda, etc.) to
feed the need of colonizing countries, and not persure industrial
progress and .subservient economic development.* In most. cases
such mining and agricultural operations led to semi-slavery type of
forced labour mobilization, concentration and mass transportation.®
In Education: In the field of education, where innovations were
much less broad, there existed the tendency to impart the rudiments
of Western education without changing much the systems of wvalues
and aspirations. However, in economic and .educational fields of
action, at least, partial solution could be found. Some indigenous
groups found place in newly established economic, educational and
professional organizations. Literacy grew to some extent. European
language was left as a legacy. Expectation of monetary rewards in
education became customary and permissible for most of the newly
educated groups.'® - ' ; '
But the most striking effect of changes in the field of . education
in Indian sub-continent was that it adversely affected the indigenous
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education system and created a huge credibility gap in the-indigenous
system and its values in the society. The people, en-mass with a
deep rejection for colonizer’s system of education, became the ‘escape-
goat’ of the change, and eventually emerged over time as a large
mass of illiterate people. One more reason to add, it can be pointed
out, there was almost no specific programme for providing mass
education to the people.

Political Fields: Internal contradictions were most pronounced in
the political field. Since the colonial powers and the indigenous
rulers were intersted in political loyalty, they aimed at maintaining
a relatively positive type of obedience and identification, and were
always ready, whenever possible, to utilize existing traditional
loyalties or to transfer them to the new setting without much change
in their basic social and cultural orientations. While the adminis-
trators were interested in loyalty and were concerned with the trans-
formation of certain institutional aspects—especially technical aspects
—of the social structure, they wanted at the same time to base these
innovations not on a new type of soliderity and general political
orientation and participation of the main strata of the population.'”
Rather they tried to base the new political-administrative structure
on orientations limited to technical, administrative changes for the
bulk of population, and on more general and active identification for
a limited and selected group at the centre. The full dynamic indi-
cations of this unbalanced development can only be understood if
some additional aspects of unevenness of change are analyzed. These
are aspects derived from the colonial or semicolonial political situation.

SEGREGATION

The two chief results derived from colonial nexus, that bear
legacies in the present developing countries, were (i) segragation
between Europeans and natives, and (ii) discrimination against the
natives in most of the newly developed institutions.’® The extent
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of segregation and the intensity of discrimination varied in different
institutional spheres and was often coupled with attémpts to maintain
the traditional native culture and even to indealize and romanticize
it. The attempts at ‘segragation’ and at minimal development of
a common framework were most prominent in the fields of politics
and social soliderity ; they were somewhat less in the fields of admini-
stration and in the economy. It also created vested interest groups
in line with colonizers.

This segragation slowly gave rise to an anomic situation where
some natives living in cities—the so-called ‘ modern elite '—adopted
some behaviour patterns of the colonizers and were labelled colabora-
tors. They received contempt of the general people and started feel-
ing themselves alienated. In the long run this resulted into creation
of a dual society where alienation between rural and urban grew
wider,” The present distrust of the rural folk toward the urban
folk in Bangladesh owes some of its roots to this segragation

The uneven changes instigated by the colonizers created a problem
which Eisenstadt summerises as follows :

“a the basic problem in these socities was the expectation that the
native populatioﬁ would accept certain broad, modern institutional settings .
organized according to principles of universalism, specificity, and common
secular sloiderity, and would perform within them various roles—while
at the same time, they were denied some of the basic rewards inherent
in these settings. They were denied above all- full participation in a
common political system and full integration in a common system of
soliderity. In other words, they were expected to act on the basis of a
motivational system derived from a different social structure which the
colonial powers and indigenous rulers tried to maintain. Quite obviously
these societies faced acute problems of integration which could not be

solved, except momentarily, within the framework of colonial or semi-
colonial societies.””2¢

However, these process of uneven changes did not and could not
stop at a given time and freeze, as it were, the society’s development
at a certain stage. Many such attempts were made, as is evident
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by the attempts at adhering to inherited system of rule, on the one
hand, and by widespread efforts of the indigenous rulers to limit
changes 'to purely technical matters, on the other. But such devices
could not succeed for long. The economic needs of the people as
well as the ruling class, their growing dependency on international
markets and the international political system and the changes with-
in it, preclude any freezing of development at a given stage. Thus
all these processes tended to affect ‘native’ social system to an
increasing degree and to draw over wider strata of these latecomers
into the orbit of modern institutional settings.?! Different countries
are today at different stages of development in this process. But
the greater the tempo of these changes, the greater the unevenness
and lack of balance, and the greater the problems of acute mal-
integration these societies are facing today. Eisenstadt opines:

:.....these probleins of mal-integration arose at various levels and in
different social spheres—in the economic and ecological spheres, in edu-
cation, in family life, and others. But they were necessarily most acute
in the political and soliderity spheres; there the colonjal or Western
impact had undermined most of the old integrative principles and organi-
zations both at local and national level. While partial solutions could
sometimes be found for economic and technical problems, their very

partiality only tended to . .emphasize the alien political framework and
. the mal-integration in the soliderity sphere.”? '

Dual Society: Considering in the light of ‘abové discussion, the
present course of urban-centred development in many countries
appears understandable. But as we have ‘already mentioned, ‘such
developments are creating as well grave social and personal disad-
vantages. Urban unemploment, we find, is qualitatively worse—
it is more absolute, more frustrating, more debilitating—_wthan"rural
unemployment. And quite plainly, it is more productive of social
violence and political upheaval.?

- Most disturbing of all, urban-centred development maximises the
drifit of these developing countries:toward the condition of polarized
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‘dual’ society Demographically speaking, life in Bangladesh being
rather than literally dichotomized, is distributed through a spectrum
of place sized. But culturally, one. cannot escape the dichotomy be-
tween the new and the old, the scientific and traditional, the experi-
mental and fatalistic, the achievement-oriented and ‘the status-domi-
nated. Instead of narrowing this gap, urban-centred development
widens it by tending to polarize the demographic spectrum. Its effect
is.to gather the progressive elements in the- society into urban con- \
centrations that, in terms of income and ideas, pull farther and farther
away. from traditional rural mass which comprize the overwhelming
majority of more than 85% in the country.?* The deepening internal
contrast and tensions, implicit inthe trend towards dual society,
creates a widening breach between the modern and traditional sectors
of the society, and inherently incompatible with an attempt to achiéve .
radical economic change peacefully.?® SRR |

’U‘RBANIVSM

- In the light of the foregoing-discussion, it would :not be surprizing
to find a wide discontent:-toward urbanization. Many regard urbani-
zation in dan adverse light, as-a source of human problems and suffe-
rings and hence as constituting a problem 'in itself.” This -anti-urban
bias is, of cource, not new and confined to the developing countries
alone. - -+ el
But on the other hand, it can ‘be said, urbanism is so:completely
bound up -with the development process in -these countries as well as
the international  system that it is impossible to have one without
the other. Urbanism, indeed, can be regarded as a part of develop-
ment process. Lerner shows that urbanization is correlated ‘with
other aspect of modernity, such asliteracy, both in statistical terms
and as a matter of necessity.?® In this view, although we cannot
denie the social and personal problems associated with urbanization,
the urbanism itself is not regarded as a problem but as a solution.
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Now, a healthy growth of urbanism means it is supported by increa-
sing productivity. The roots to productivity lie in rural economy.
In many developing countries the basic problem is the same: to
shift form a rural base to the urban base. But the fact is that
the drift of population to urban areas is more than the absorbing
capacity of these areas, and we face the problem of over-urbanization.
Such drift to cities poses all sorts of problems. Yet, the “really

important problem is that of creating urban employment fast enough
to keep pace with it ".*"

The Urban Immigrants: Now, keeping aside all the problems of
tension, duality, lack of motivation, illiteracy, uneven development
and all others, we have explained as legacies of colonial period,
let us consider the individuals—the people who are immigrating to
urban centres in these societies. We find a concomitant set of
meseries people are undergoing in the process. Not to tell of poverty.
Not to tell of cramped living condition and problems with basic
needs of life—food, shelter, health and education. Not to tell of
over-population, unemployment, and lack of rapid economic develop-
ment.2® Let us examine the process of adaptation to the changed
environment. Obviously, this process is more taxing because of
already mentioned polarizing society.

Any study of urbanization process draw attention to a series of
social and economic facts which are often obscured in these develop-
ing countries because of differences in speed of urbanization and
because of the contrast between the culture of immigrants from
a remote village and that which ‘he meets in an already partly
‘westernized ’ city. There are many problems which play a signi-
ficant part in the process of transforming peasants into city people.
Among them are the need to overcome forces fostering ‘anomie’
on the part of immigrant who is torn lose from an environment in
which he felt secure, and thrown into a city where impersonal forces
predominate and primary groups outside the immediate family are
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scares or absent; the problem of adjustment of these migrants, who
may be regarded as culturally marginal, to a new form of life; and
the intermingling of ethnic or linguistic groups which often provoke
the establishment of new quasi-cast relations.” These are among
the important factors making for the vulnerability to radical develop-
ment programmes to which workers in newly formed urban enclog-
ments are often subject. Hoselitz emphasizes, they are among the
main background forces at work determining the forms of social
organization that will prevail in the urban centre of a culture—
centres which tend to impress their characteristics on the rest of
the society as it undergoes economic development.®

The immigrant’s posture in the new urban context involves res-
ponse to his old culture, conflict and tensions with the new—and
usually quite different—urban context and the new role. Not only
must he survive physically, he must survive in largely alien socio-
seconomic context. It is impossible to explain it in its full context
here. Obviously, resocialization of the rural immigrants to cities is
required for adaptation to this new way of life. This proceeds
differentially in terms of rate of change of specific urban practices.
He may, for instance, accept modern pecuniary relationship but retain
the use of rural medicine men.** Conflicts between and among such
differnces in acceptability of urban practices are very much prevalent
in a country like Bangladesh. They invariably lead to strain, discon-
tents, conflicts and discontinuities. A member of rural socity is ex-
pected to exhibit a diffarnt acceptability process of the practices and
customs he is surrounded with. The pressure for accepting prevailing
practices in rural areas usually result in unquestioning complience.
But in urban areas virtually everything may appear strange to the
new comer and lead him to retain selected rural customs. Further,
free from village restraints, he may graviate toward his own kind,
i. e, his own rural community. Breese assigns this to the anomie—
normlessness—and to being ‘lost’ in the urban society that drives
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large number of single, unattached persons immigrating from villages
to associate themselves with former village residents.?? Such enclave-
ments are facilitating to adaptation process to urban life if they are
used as a temporary step in the process. But because of polariza-
tion in two lives this process of change to urbanism becomes compli-
cated and taxing not only to the individual but also the society.

EPILOGUE

One of the problems always connected with social change is the
rate at which the change takes place. It is of particular interest in
our case. Because, depending on the grooming of people as well as
the social system and institutions, there, indeed, exists a limit on
the rate of social change to which human beings can a’djust. Save
for short-run periods in history this probably has never been an
endemic problem until the development of industrial societies.

‘Nevertheless, even in cases of rapid changes, societies vary radically
as to the rate of changes to which their members can adjust readily.
Of course, there is no reason to believe that the greater the rate of
change to which people have been accustomed, the greater is the
rate of adjustments to increased rates of change.  But it can probably
be said that in cases of radical changes of economic modernization
and industrialization, where governments play major role, some
efforts can be made through. social planning and engineering to
reduce the dislocations (‘gaps’ and ‘anomie’) occuring at the lack
of necessary adjustment (and adaptability) with the new changes.
And for this, we need to examine the existing condition of “socities
were such change are taking place.

- This paper ponders on explaining this from a particular and
limited aspect, viz., the legacies of colonial nexus and its effects on
the present proceess of develoment in the third world countries.
Polarization of societies has been taken up as a subject for discussion.
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NOTES -

Patric KEATLEY, -‘Imperlal Ace Age, The Guardlan 5 Appil 1965.

A colony is defined by the O.E.D. ds “a settlment in a new country;
a body of people who settle in a new locality, forming a community
subject to or connected with their parent state; the community so

formed, consisting of original settlers and their descendants-and suces-
- sors, as long as the connection with the parent state is kept up......
The territory peopled by such a community.”  (J.. E. GOLDTHORPE,

*The Sociology of the Third World: Disparity and Involvement’, CUP,
London (1975) p. 40). - Thus the ‘word - can be apphed in its hteral
d1ct10nary sense.

For discussing such experience, the colonial past must often be con-

" sidered at two distinct levels—what actually happened, and the way
‘in which people now perceive, evaluate, reﬂept‘ upon; - and react to

their perception of what happened. . We are concerned, that is, with
the colonial past both as histery and as myth. Both are facts; what
actually happened is of course fact:at one level, but at' another level

“the social facts of present situations including people’s ideas about
what hppened in the past, even though those ideas may. be selected,

distorted or in part just plain wrong. (GOLDTHORPE, op. cit.)

. Everette E. HAGEN, ‘A Framework for Analysing Economic and

Political Change’; in ASHER, etc.; ‘ Development of Emerging Countries
—An Agenda for Research’, Brookings, Washington (1962) p. 24.

A.B. SHAH & C.R. M. RAO, ‘Tradition and Modermty 1n India’,
Manaktalas, Bombay (1965).

E. E. HAGEN, ‘¢ The Process of Economic Developme“lt’ in Econom‘1c
Development and Cultural Change, Vol 5, No. 3, (April 1975).
Except with a small outlet in Nagasaki for Dutch traders partly- to
obtain desired imports and partly to keep a channel of information
concerning the West. ' '

"HAGEN, ibid, p. 211.

Edwin O. REISCHAUER, ¢Historian’s V1eW on Japanese Culture and
Modernization’ (A guest speech delivered at Interndtional Conference
on Japanese Studies, 1972), Mainichi Daily News, 22: Oct. 1972. -

S.N. EISENSTADT, ‘Essays on Sociological Aspects of Political and
Economic Development’, The Hague: Mouton (1961) pp. 12-17. .
J.E. GOLDTHORPE, *The Sociology of the Third World: Disparity
and Involvement’, Cambridge University Press, London (1975) pp: 39-76.
The social effects of this destruction were too large in India in the
late century. A ruthless destruction was done on the crafts of *“Dacca
Muslin ”—a much afamed silk industry of older days.

Eugene STALEY, ¢ The Future of Underdeveloped Countries’, Fredrlck
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A. Praeger, NY (1961) p. 278.

Gunar MYRDAL, ‘Asian Drama: An Inquiry into the Poverty of
Nations’, Vintage Books: Random House, NY (1972).

GOLDTHORPE, op. cit., p. 71

“ Foreign labourers, isolated in unfamiliar surroundings, were more
docile, more easily organized for effective work, and more permanently
attached...... Secondly...... the difficiculties in attracting local people to
wage employment were serious—though again we must remember
that the matter was never considered on any assumption other than
an extremely low level of wages. And thirdly, no one who had any
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