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Abstract In the philosopy of Aristotle, it is said that the substance is the most important notion. But Aristotle

himself didn't make clear the metaphysical distinction between the essential substance i. e. the
essence and the existential substance i. e. the existence. Thomas Aquinas also had the deep
insight into the problem of the substance. He had clearly distinguished the important difference
between the essence and the existence by using the word of "actus" and "potentia" which are the
basic notions of the metaphysics. In "De ente et essentia", as the title shows, "esse" isn't entitled
directly. But by taking into consideration on the notion of "ens" and "essentia", Thomas Aquinas
had been confirming that "esse" was more basic notion for the metaphysics than "essentia". And
he had finally arrived at the conclusion that "esse" (ειναι) i. e. the existence held priority to
"essentia" (το τι ην ειναι, τι εστιν) i. e. the essence. I have tried in this paper to consider the basic
notion of "ens", "essentia" and "esse", and to show how "esse" underlies "essentia" originally by
reading the text "De ente et essentia" (and "Metaphysics").

Notes
Genre Journal Article
URL https://koara.lib.keio.ac.jp/xoonips/modules/xoonips/detail.php?koara_id=AN00150430-00000065-

0051

慶應義塾大学学術情報リポジトリ(KOARA)に掲載されているコンテンツの著作権は、それぞれの著作者、学会または出版社/発行者に帰属し、その権利は著作権法によって
保護されています。引用にあたっては、著作権法を遵守してご利用ください。

The copyrights of content available on the KeiO Associated Repository of Academic resources (KOARA) belong to the respective authors, academic societies, or
publishers/issuers, and these rights are protected by the Japanese Copyright Act. When quoting the content, please follow the Japanese copyright act.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org









































