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Abstract

Actus of essence is form, and potentia of essence is matter. The form means definability of "what
is", and plays the roll of determining principle ; the matter means indefinability of "what is" and
plays the roll of limitting principle. According to the tradition since Pythagoras definability is "the
determination by one" and indefinability is "the determination by two," or in other words, limitation.
When we shift our attention from the dimension of essence to that of existence, actus and potentia,
the fundamental concepts in metaphysics, come to relate themselves existence, and as a result
our concern transfers to the division between actus of existence and potentia of existence. Actus of
existence means esse simpliciter i.e. actus essendi, and this is existence in proper sense and is
existence as determinig principle. On the otherhand, potentia of existence means esse quid as
essence (whatness) i.e. modi essendi, categories of being in wider sense, and usually these are
represented by the category of substance. Whatever hylo-morphological structure of substance
might be, that is, either more material or more formal, the substance remains to be potentia against
existence. As existence of a being proportionates to its essence, the essence itself constitutes an
indispensable momentum of the existence. Not that the existence follows the essence, the
essence follows the existence. Though the essence limits and conditions the existence, the
essence cannot play the roll of determining in the place of existence. The roll of the essence in
limitting and conditioning the existence must be preceded by the roll of existence to determine. The
existence, after all, maintains its primacy over the essence. The distinction between existence and
essence is real. Distinctio realis consists not only in the difference of things but also in a case,
where the reason of distinction is recognized from the side of thing (a parte rei). Therefore there is
exactly the same kind of distinction between existence as actus of existence and essence as
potentia of existence, as that between form as actus of essence and matter as potentia of
essence.
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(1) Thomas Aquinas: de ente et essentia cap. VI: Esse autem commune,
' sicut in intellactu suo non includit aliquam additionem, ita nec includit
in intellectu suo aliquam praecisionem additionis; quia, si hoc esset,

nihil posset intelligi esse in quo super esse aliquid adderetur.
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LABHM BT 5 REHT L2 OB B0 B2 R RE o SR
T INL L, FMILIANEMETH 6_‘&}35\ 5.

ETT R ORBES L LCTORER L THRE D% « A HLEN & Sk
LEHIGIRAHZ LW X T, RECHTIARED, BHECKHT LERD,
b 5 BB e NBEED TN AR ST I o IoDTRIRN 5 5 D
T e BIEITE RS non esse & L7s\ T esse debile 135 2 L AR
il S T30, THTREF S b vERW LR EHEE & KER DT,
Bt LAaEBoRFE 2 RBCHP S EZF0HER L 0 B# ks T
Bz, BRFEOHEA TS, BWMEFoRTF-T, By S HFELES
FEIE DREE(LOBEENREEK Y BERCHATS 0L LTEHNR
WCEEH L TP E .

TERA D 5] BEFEEHR UEHNT 2 RERH TR, H 5 | RET
bHETHE FHIRLEEMTD 00, HRIREEATORELDER
—TH DB D, THRETIR, &4, Ko THRAITLLS D 2.
Josef Gredt: elementa philosophiae Aristotelico-Thomisticae T. I
p. 102 : distinctio realis est, vi cujus unum a parte rei non est aliud,
distinctio rationalis est, vi cujus ea, quae a parte rei sunt idem, in
intellectu et ab intellectu inveniuntur distincta.

op. cit. T. II. p. 39.: potentia et actus, quatenus constituunt ens unum.
actus et potentia ei respondens realiter distinguuntur...... nam
aliquando actus realiter est separabilis a potentia (ut actus intelligendi
ab intelllectu) et tunc sane realiter distinguuntur: realis enim sepa-
ratio maximum signum realis distinctionis.
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Ml=FF 4w R m=wXARKT S esse & essentia| 196148, #2404 .

F'quaestiones disputatae de esse et essentia ZE§3- 5 /7 — 1 | 1963 &£
2438 |

[fl& & Possibile Esse| Fx & 19665, HH49E.
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Remarks on real distinction between
existence and essence

Masao Matsumoto

Résumé

Actus of essence is form, and potentia of essence is matter. The
form means definability of “what is”, and plays the roll of deter-
mining principle; the matter means indefinability of “what is” and
plays the roll of limitting principle. According to the tradition since
Pythagoras definability is “the determination by one” and indefina-
bility is “ the determination by two,” or in other words, limitation.

When we shift our attention from the dimension of essence to
that of existence, actus and potentia, the fundamental concepts in
metaphysics, come to relate themselves existence, and as a result
our concern transfers to the division between actus of existence
and potentia of existence. Actus of existence means esse simpliciter
i.e. actus essendi, and this is existence in proper sense and is ex-
istence as determinig principle. On the otherhand, potentia of ex-
istence means esse quid as essence (whatness) i.e. modi essendi,
categories of being in wider sense, and usually these are represented
by the category of substance. Whatever hylo-morphological struc-
ture of substance might be, that is, either more material or more
formal, the substance remains to be potentia against existence. As
existence of a being proportionates to its essence, the essence itself
constitutes an indispensable momentum of the existence.

Not that the existence follows the essence, the essence follows
the existence. Though the essence limits and conditions the ex:
istence, the essence cannot play the roll of determining in the place
of existence. The roll of the essence in limitting and conditioning
the existence must be preceded by the roll of existence to determine.
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The existence, after all, maintains its primacy over the essence.
The distinction between existence and essence is real. Distinctio
realis consists not only in the difference of things but also in a case,
where the reason of distinction is recognized from the side of thing
(a parte rei). Therefore there is exactly the same kind of distinc-
tion between existence as actus of existence and essence as potentia
of existence, as that between form as actus of essence and matter

as potentia of essence.
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