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Abstract

In the philosophical movement which became known as Logical Positivism, it was originally
propounded that the meaning of any statement is given by its method of verification. What it means
is this: "To say that proposition has meaning or, more strictly (as became evident in the discussion
of the 1930's and 1940's), that it has factual or cognitive meaning, is to say that it is in principle
verifiable, or at least probabilifiable, by reference to human experience." The main issue in the
analysis of religious language, which has been given fresh sharpness and urgency by
contemporary analytical philosophy, is whether religious statements are cognitive or noncognitive.
In particular, do those religious statements refer to a special kind of fact-religious as distinguished
from scientific fact? The issue is more concerned than ever because those statements have the
form of factual assertions and as a matter of historical fact religious people have generally believed
such statements as " God loves us as father loves his son" to be not only cognitive but also true.
So we have the task of examining as sympathetically and as critically as possible whether those
statements are genuinely true or not. One of the difficulties we have to face in examining religious
language is a choice of a criterion by which to distinguish the factural from the nonfactual. But in
view of a tendency of traditional theism to use the language of fact, the development of a criterion
within contemporary analytical philosophy is directly relevant to the study of religious language.
Therefore we will start with the verificational principle of meaning in the analysis of the language in
question. Then we will shift the principle from the idea of verifiability to the complementary idea of
falsifiability. The discussions of " Falsification and Theology " originally appeared in New Essays in
Philosophical Theology will show the possibility of dialogue between traditional theism and
contemporary philosophy. Now to analyze religious language by the above-mentioned criterion is
necessarily equivalent to denying that religious statements are cognitive and/or factual. But this
does not mean to rule out those religious statements as meaningless and/or nonsensical. Instead
of ruling them out, we will examine as carefully as possible just how they are used to mean
whatever they may mean. For they have their own function to fulfill in one way or another. In this
respect we will attempt an entirely new set of analyses, that is, the later Wittgensteinian analysis of
language : the meaning of any statement is given by the way in which it is used. This is no doubt a
change of the verification principle into the use principle of meaning. Indeed the change of the
principle in the more recent debate on the question will lead us to solve the problem of religious
language in the way in which it does justice to the empiricist's demand that meaning must be tied
to empirical use. What we intend to do is therefore to clarify empirical use of the language in
question.
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=AY ~IE2 U F—, bUETREELT, ThhBEaET L HEL
T, Fichbb, HROERTLFECOWTOERL, b LErhnE
%Liof%ﬁéhﬁoﬁkﬁhwﬁﬁthﬂf,it,%@%%@ﬁ
THBPERATHEHED, BROREEC L 20 ThEk bl s
ng%h%fjk%ELTV%®T£%.:@lbm%mlﬁﬁmﬁ
TbbhOEBRHEECHEFEE D WIRNELoERELTCWS, LA
50 ThA. BREBTAbhbhottfoBEoE#E, S L TR
B biE, REWTH D, hokh, BRUTHES, L5 LTHSS,
TIN5 DL, Thitc LE0ERO ERS BB 2ak L L5
ETEMNDLTHDY, T, TR Lok, MEBoREEROCEEY
BRI RD LS & LT, KEEEDN, D5, RIEMEFHLEBESY L
BLORRLENPDBTHS., 2D X5 mbhbivbiolfo BRI,
PETHLIWEEIN Y EIFE L IRt 0b b, mBEETEROBEFE
DT, o &) ERHPI NI,

EREFEDORE WD F AL M, ﬁﬁk%ﬁ%%%%&bf@%ﬁ
OHEEZBE LM LT, ToF—#l% THEHBAcaBEEZRDD 2 L]
EHRELI-Z&1E, I<AMBRTHBEETHDHH, Zhiiic o LTHRE
FHEERC BT, BRIC KT 2 EL0EE R [HiE% B
CEREHZ L) ThHHEBEShL, ki, D (77 + ) XAk
B Lubh, B0, ~EOBSXMREL L LTALATVE Y 4
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by s g Vo UGRREERE] ORH TR, BFEORBEIEFNE
GERED Z L TRELT, FhOORELHELIREC L ThD, &
BREhTwa, $Thbb, THREHRE L TR, WibXBEREE o
£ ¥CH 5 EHE I L, %hK%%k%%%%tkéﬁﬁ%é?J&
BRXONTWHHEYTHD. 22T IEOBEHE), Bo 2, [wEY
%%ﬂ%mé@éjkbbhfbét&m Bao X >k, mEOE,Y
552 ETHDY, DORHRLBEROEBICEIN LT, HEIEEKR
THHPEPEHHTS, W52 LTHD. COXPREBTH FER]
EVHEL, bbhA, RENLEECHLT, e, bhbhs
(Fhi s L BREGER TS S L, [Fiudbi LIL L » THE
BB LnBBEED, BEOC Lo BRI b LB ET
iz, TR TR, ToE) THRENTHETHS] LubhbaDilE >
LCD%, DTEBWTHRRLTARLS,

RBZE—DFD, b EEBRE TR LT, b5 HE L?%%ﬁ.%
BB b, DEMETERD DD L BNB L E——%, FORENER
IEBH LT RENCHETRETH S, HHWE, L Ed, SRINTKIE
WEETHD EBREZEEFALTHS, L) ERFLME SR, B
riE, MEOEBIBLFEAERL BZERL VI LOREE LD
BT THHND, TOERZEETHILER LT, b&OMBEIEH
R BBRTHBNE DD, HBWIE, BENEHEDLDTHENED
PEHALIS LW DTHS. Thit, F5FThiel, WEELER
ZBlHI X - TRER ORI, Whif, 0EDERABRTH-T, &
NEBIFEEEZ/DIIEE S5 LT A Lkt b WBELRRR
LI BFE S THS. S H, bhbhiic oEBFEEY [BERoK
ZEJE T | (verification principle of meaning) * XA G, 74 A=V X

> TR UDTHRMEER Shich 0, FTibd, [GEOERIMRIET
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BIE X o ThEE BRD | L5 RN LIEE L bic, CoKEREY
HELTWS., Lo, ZoRBY—BURCHEE L TR0, B
DELL, =AX—Thol, =AVT—DFTSHEHEEL, X0V R
VIR X BRI ERHELYBREL T A20T, o CEATARET 5.
Tehb, ThhbhIRo X >EE, CLThEIOB/ETOR,
BREBEOARCIVW L TERCEREY LB 55415, FOBAL LS
DL, TOANHBLOXLEDOERL LS5 & LTWAHEYKRITET 2 ks
Mo THWBEE, 2%, —EOEEDL ERBWTEARBEY LD
FTOWMEYELRDE L TRTVRL I ENTESDD, FhbHBH T, B
LT BT LATES D, AR TOABETHS | L5 DT
H5. |

# (1) A. J. Ayer, in What I Believe, edited and with an introduction by
~ George Unwin, 1966.
2) L. Wittgenstein, Tractatus Logzco szlosophzms, 1921 (%2{7@

PR E £ . 106) - 4
(3) F. Waisman, in Erkenntnis, vol. 1, 1930, p. 229.

(4) A.J. Ayer, Language, Truth & Logic, 1936 (GFHEEZRIEEE - HHE -
SED p. 9).
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EHE T BT B EELEL, LTOSESRENRLOTHENE S
By, BBHLIE, TOSENMINERT B LRI EENE) B
EZ (b bo) KERLTWANE S h, LWHETHS. <D
BEO T ERPIRLTHRLEBIE, &2, THEREETTS. 2%, Fh
ITEICE E > THROPFOLHS AL > TED T UL, TH=A L5
)7 DLeAAEREOSAD LIRERKTSH S & h, [SHEOBLFIEE
FH LBL e il EMBREBAIE, bRbNIZ EERXELLRE
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BAUCHNCWDE—2F D, bhbhPBHEELEZ L LORHET 25
&, bhbiLEOWENL, ik, BELHENMEDDNTHITH D
ISRBEZELTCDDTHH-T, ZH5WINENELLBEWLLETH
BENHRADTHD 2, ThHIEEWLT, ThEIXFEATLAE S
5. RERDl0oboThs] b, TEISOABIHCIIFETDH
Stel Ep, THNE, BEAFERTE LK, bhbh NERET5 1k 5
BRABFHIEEDI THH . FHRECELLE RN LD DDOEWF%
LEXEEWLBELI D, Thid, FEBENRIOOFTWHE LI
BhDOTHS 50, bhbiul, FHEFLELETIHA, DEoXd5Tk
TMEAYERTHIIENTERVDOTHS. RAEE/EN OIS RAH T
FIEE IhD0iX, &K, EEIEEZIFCE=FY - FI AL
BB RIT 2 ZBOBECEZCH bbhb. &5 DIk, £ 2 T,
—e, REMEPRHEELHIETS (REMEE L RENME SR
IOT%meéhtg%amﬁimm#t5?L%Wm%%%;%kb
T) EwbhBahbThS. FEIC, EMN0OEOEE, ShboSHEAR
RN EROWETH D E D2, FWEACLETHHZ ExFEETS.
2T, bhbhiih bOFHNEANEREESHOEENETH S
EEXDMEID, BBV, REHCELIMETCHHEST2EMES
o, ZGWRTLFEL oL THB.

EZHHEPXBRTIEAR, bhbhoBEE LkThiEs b HE
TR, ZoEWEY (FENR IO LEENTRVIO, BEMNLO

ERBHITINSL D LIR) BT D DI ERTREEEORETHS.
CORER L IRRDERZTHLINE, EF-TeEEDFERC LT
WBDT, FOBROFEAHAKC L » THERAEROBE DR E I &
bR LI, £ T, COEBOMEYRTS - LR—RBRE LT o
ThB, Ll, BEOC LIERES L5 = OREERS A R
DEAED BT 5 BIE, FENRIDELEEH TRV, REH DD
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ERBH TRV DO ERBINT D b0 EEORMEL, BREZAMOR
MORBRICHEET D ENERRFRL VR RO BHER D O TiEigw
HERSDTHB. £ T, bihvbiil, ITZoiELY [BROKIER
gl (ver1ﬁcat1ona1 principle of meaning) TRDTH I 5 LB 5 D THh
5.
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EEOUE L XL OMEDEB/IVE L ORI B ER Y EE LD D
LOEWVD, LW BANKEEYREANSHCSTIDTRT, BEE
BOBHHSIC RN BE DB LEDE, ¥ V7 ) » VRFED D
aV T4 REANTHSI. DAL, ZofFoWMRiEETLIETHh
&, & TRERDBH - ThB i 2586 TEMOTE 2FE TEIZ LR
LY, EHEZOKREI OWT ORI %tbt@fﬁoﬁfﬂh@
ok % EOLHIL I LORED L CHATWIE S L LT, & & T,
ZFOPECHN B L LD, BNTEOHREDBERCA - T Lied
5.

SIc ) DBEPNEMOKTHBIR-TET, AL ARVGERP D5,
T5 L, HEOBEIZDIMCEADEY N EECE - T3 0% B R
DT, —HOFE, [EEIPHAY L, HOEYOFANE LT
& LED, 0B, TEMKFHEAD LTnwikwlE Zhi
BETH. STVREFMCELOECLEMWERLETASL D, ThiE
ik B B 5, Lnl, ZRTHIE LdoBIIdT b
W, TOLOENRR-THWARK, BEIXZ -2 0o TET, EDOFA
hE LT MEERR ] EEWVWES. LrL, iFoBohazxZld
DT L,

, —HiDERHMEOBEZEL —igolEx Ror T, Bz iou-
EMOBERML, MFORBIhEEETAZ LN TERNTNS EE,
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Slc b ORIC D bbh B FROMILIE, —hED L IR d &S0 TH
TRBDTHS 50 Thitt - LTRERIE, H5\1, ERATERE
Fieb LSWTHTL 20T, REERE H ¥ —RoFRckL

LTHIEBRL EDWTWADTHS., DFED, Sih DEILER LD
FL—HOFERCWLT, ThZhEREFTTCRIGL, R 55 b%
FHRLTHWBEDTHSD., V1 AX LDIFEMOIE 255 3,25 LT TE
EiASEA D U, EOFANE LT & 5 ik U ORI g 3is 3 ¢
CHEBHTHDZ LD T, ZORREZTVREEENERTS
FLOMBEDOERNTSCRSECIVTHREFEDLDO S binfcDERE T -
THoObN T DL LeREd L LD THD., &) LIHERBLY A XK
A X T, TERRES | (picture preference) b5 Z LIXCcEHIN:
LDTH D S AREENIC, AR ESROEEC LTHE LS
TETHD., Tihbdb, TMIFETS] & HEIFELRIETEHEM

FRHEMER O EROMIL, RILED S DHRBRN, B D\, BB AR
HEr L EOWTWAEDOTE T hE, REXHFUELTOEHICE &S0

TWBHDTHR (B L, £5ThHhhiL, MEORROKEBEVGBMHRA L

EHREDOVTROTELCELWS D LREL, WHEDOEROXILIEAN

ShaTHH5). LIhH, REE, FHmEITEMRERVC, &H

AT EMRER DI, MEINTRIASOZ LIETELRLTW3E

DIc, [EPEHERCSNTREELTWADThS, FhiL, & 21T, @

HThH, NETHYH, BETDHY, bHMNIEL, BECTHH, BFET
B, BERDTHS. Livl, 5vokil, SHELOEBNEES
KEEOHMEXYERT A2 b CIEnoThEh b, TIYEETSIE W

5EMBOMTEDL, MHIFLE LTV L TIrEMHROMEDL, i, K

B, BT, ZRMCE X, BIFFLE (verifiable) Tk 3 &1
ExLOTES. LR L > RRAEEORENTEECOWTIL, T

TIR=EA =1t Xy, TEBRERTER, Fhwx, EBSRAEMESE
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EERE T L) & LT L HH SR E) ThB = 213, Bank
RTHHI. Tlhbb, b U M) A EMERNLHETHS b
fw,@ﬁﬁ@?%&bﬁ:km%%%@ﬁétkéz%f%kb.ﬁ&&
P, THOEETHIE MBS L1, HBRERTIR, Wksws
AR TZEEHDLTHD. TNERUEEND, BB TMoOARKYE
.ﬁbié&?ﬁf@mEh%?%%ﬁ%%%%%zkmwﬁﬁgL:4
YD DB, ok 2IE, ATy T E T hIEERT B,
234t ¢ Lebenseinstellung ” & #», U“ Lebensgefiithl” & a5 Z 21X%
WATH S Z LIk ), FHENEBIALCIWTERETHS &by,
BETHDEME ot Linl, ChBODLUER LT, FRIWEH
IR, FEHTHEFCOWTIL BTt bBomETHS &
Whh D TRk, T4/ TEERHIN TS L DIZDW
THFEHZHBREI Lo 2Rl bity, EubhbhTh30THD. &
DETHE, B, H25W0IE, FEHEWL, Thbo0E ey, &
MERTERR LD b —BRANL L CATEEHT LTS &bl
BN THS D,

-

F# (1) John Wisdom, “Gods”, first published in Proceedings of the Aris-
totelian Society, 1944. Reprinted in Logic and Language I, ed. Antony
Flew, 1951, in John Wisdom, Philosophy and Psycho-Analysis, 1953
and in John Hick, ed., Classical and Contemporary Readings in the
Philosophy of Religion, 1964,

(2) John Wisdom, Philosophy of Religion, 1963 (HRER/ER FeR#oniEes]
p. 149). o

(3) William Alston, Philosophy of Language, 1964 (#f EBE—EFER Fo 243
D] pp. 141-143).

4) A.J. Ayer, Language, Truth & Logic, 1936, p. 115 (FHEEZR I'E
- HE R 1.

(b) Rudolf Carnap, The Elimination of Metaphysics through Logical

. "Amalysis of Language, appeared in Erkenninis, vol. 2, 1932.
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T, THIFEETS1EW 5 FENEHOBRE W iEEORMERZ L L&k
BB AR & DI UC, & BIR RS Ic R 0 Rt % e Lo Dil,
EEF A KEDT Vb2 s 7Y amThoto, BIULS —b « 4y 2
~Kiofmu&1%ﬁk§htﬁﬁ(ﬁﬁmmmn&bﬁ%gk%ﬁm
SHEHTIDTHT, FEOC LIERES &\ 5 b EHEE RO
FECLWLTHER LD Th -7, TRIFIE VS ZOEZIE, Bao
EX, REEXN DS 2 i 5EEIE L DILBED, LW EZRHS D
T, b Lua b BELE 2 b g, b & OB RLEERL L 0T
biciFiuE, BELLOTL I, EHEIhEbITTHD. 7V 2 —
Lz o TIREEFIREM: | (falsifiability) oF 2 #H\C, MR BETH D&
WA Y F YA MNERNEERTWLTHWERLYEZ O EThH-T0
2, PROMBEIEEIZRDIS5KLDTHS.

[XBRFEFTH IO, MiibhbhEBET5]EE5DTHILE, B
LOE D OTEAFHAATRERMREY vV THF LAD L WTLSHEEILE S
THAID. FHROXBIMELLTHIT TR oW EMFEOKRF BT
BThHS. Linl, KO ol 5 b5 Lo Lidk bbb
g L, Thicicnw LT, MoBFHRs ARoF LIRS,
AETIRE S TWHID D Z E DTEIRVWETHD, &\ 5 EHREERD
LSR5, FhTl, —& HOFTLAREBCIWTSEELDT
BAH5 . kbhbh2EI\ ] &2, i, MEIFEELRG] &
Tz d GEEME, LrbEES T B2 X5cbhbhiidd i T
e, GREE, L2HLIELL) T0X5RBR3EFEbhbhicd
Te R D TedIiR, ~EKEARBERIEZ bRl bcvor. HIETHhIE,
OB IWT BRI, H5HWIE, MOFEERCI\WT S RIERYK D Li-e
LHicdlit, FARERIEZ bREbWwEELBRAID, W)
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DTH5. ZHREMBCBHROFEC LTI LWk TH . Tt
i D, MOFIIEIL D AMOFETIIicw, ZHIEEE 5 E Y i i3
THAHY, LVIEREFHZHLACHZICMOBFRZIWTHELCIE, K
LODHERBEG) DML THE. Lrl, ShiiwTbsK
AEE LT, FOFRELWI borERIhI b Lhlkv. Tibh, &
DUNCITFZS, LS E 5 BORERB B b, Chst (AT
THIEVWOFENERLREL TS, &, LirL, Z0OFBE VWL EL,
BB OBI T B BACIE L0 Ths. tdlkh, o
DB I NOBEREENABEINTEY, REEDOEB(EEL RS D)
L ZELBEIRRE R LA BLTHS. Linl, KIEEOHEREN T
LE 2 bz, R UHOTHRERPLERE R L0 L LTOEF
IR S REE BT HA D . BEDT LITRES L\ 5 HOERNE
HEmE, R LT, ZOFRREMRLS B2 THAS S 2.
FEERIREMEDE 2 H RBMEHCH TR D TAHAT, EHREFMRETRE
FOCEHRTEL X5 & Lc7 U o — DAL, 2R b Lic#ifEo BT
BBEBLERIDTWIET ST THH S, ok, FHENE&EOR
PRI DN T T NI ERB I oled v ZA7 +— FRED~T —Ii,
POERNIZ TS CH BOERIRK L\ e ) RARERIND Z L 23
RBHEEORETH DD, THIIENMENTHD XI5 liEL LTIE
LLEAENS 5L DTk, &%?LTV%HZ%#%T%E)«7
ﬂif79;~ﬂ%m@% hiz 7 U T3 e G (Theology and
Fals1ﬁcat10n) DT —=DH LT, WMPTT7 Y 2—0O FHERPOB AR
B, ZFNBIXT Y o — LG OME T, i REESEOBRNINE
AT D. o BIFLEGHOT ML, FASHEORTHEESLER
EHALNMCTHIETH-TeA, Zhit, FISThE, EEHLERDE
BT PRBEDBEHD S OEERBRE Y TH LT TRy, &nwdok
THRCERTH72DDIDTH Tz, X T7Y y 7] (blik) &

(31)



SFREFBIVHLTC, TENELEEIRELKIEDRFRETHD L 57T
D)y 7ORBETHHEE 2D THD. Thik, LI, haFEDL
HTRAe RIS ETHRE, HDVE, BEOZ L THDY, hhil,

FEWEHIERC oW To—FHOFH TR L, HARIWT bbb
o7y, 7 DFRE, Thbb, RBEORBTHLEFETOTHS. &
D X5 eFROBIICH5E 213, HHHRCWTLHbhbhoeEiic=
Ty b AVIFRERCIEWTSbhbho 7Yy 21 ﬁbf%b i
Sz, BOMOC LIt 5 LRSI EE, 5503, HRCk
THREDD bbhAHD, LRLREHFETS. Linl, BEDO~T -0
79 7 B3R I, EE%%#@MQT%KT&%k6H FhAT DD

Tk o —ad THARBES ) (matural belief) &5 HETEHLALL D

EEUT, FOBERTIE, 7V v 7 OESIE~T —DERETHD LD &
ETER. FE, ~T7-0 (7Y, 7] Rk, ea—20 THRWE
Al RE, FOC LIEORERTEARLE - ATT, FhikiERc
AT HER L ITERRE, BRWEBC L - T, HBW0IE, KEk X -
TREIND DD TH T, THADBFEHE (Lvbhbdd D) OBEHETHS
ENIDTHD. LIeisT, ~T7T —D7 Y » 7 BHT, BEEHCIIBE
Dt o~ sDPARFBHLEEXICE S TWBRLMTERLNDTH DD,

FNTHOEDOF LWABYEH LT, REEFEDO L0 & 2DOMEE,
BBV, BREZHFLCERHLL & LEEATRELLMoNEE Sh
LRETHA5. LhL, ZOBOSIC X - TIE, ¥, FHESEDD

SEEEER B O BB & W) B E T2 Th3 LiXv 20w ThH S
5. FESBOSMIBEREZNTOBRORBCALT, HeBilich

CDEB DY, B, VYL B4 voOBRBREEYSTAC L

PUEE 1D THD. Thbbd, FHEED L OB BRZ ML

--------------------

R ABEDRIY, TOSEOCLYHAERERRIICE B2 DI EAMELE S

DTH5.
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e ‘Antony Flew in New Essays in Philosophical Theology, ed. Antony

Flew and Alasdair Maclntyre, 1955, pp. 96-99.

(2) XKarl Popper, The Logic of Scientific Discovery, sections 31-46, 1959
first published in German as Logik der Forschung, 1934.

(8) R. M. Hare in New Essays in Philosophical Theology, op. cit,, pp.
99-103.

(4) New FEssays &I 5 &H#icit Antony Flew, R. M. Hare 3 AT,
Basil Mitchell, Ian Crombie &2 EBNLEEY L T\W5.
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’

ESEThRL, Vit FvyL g4 VHFRIEESECLWLTED
I3 habmeishotcdbhEd, phoFHOFRCFHINAT, =
SHER T B PEYED L SHESEELBILER S, R D
MR L HE S L ILE ST, COSENERYHE (use) BT

B 54 4

BoOBHES &35, L5 0ik, i boMELT2EROFEIETEY

4 NV 54VmiofﬁU&T%BﬁKéﬂtﬁﬁf?ﬁb%ﬂm
BDRE TR DIEIC X > CTHEE bhA] L5 5 PROFAEIERE) (use
pmwﬁedrmwm@ Wb ThBH. BHloIhIE %@ﬁ@%fﬁ
W B WTROITHES & Lediy, i, THHIEEZ OV TOH
HBRPERORA TR, TRHLOEREPELNCTH ETHD, &F
2Tl B THB. T OFXEIY, W0 REEYHE) ClwTl, %
o MERER] CBWTHEb - Tk WwWicwh. LhL, BZOTTHH
D kTR, BEMoPRCIEFRboRRbRS,. Thbb, TBROS
Pl oo k%, rRERE TRWROBME] L vwikE EwinnT,

T L0 HER, EER, 55\, EENAEECkEbNE DT &k
LIcETHD. ZOEEPhBEDZ LETERET S bIE, TR
PIRBBE D, SREOFRENLAECEM L Tl i, %h@k,

FEE, BREOIEEZ 5 LEBRNAER IR f%%tﬁfééj&m

(38)
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52 &THAD.

HDED X5k, BROFREIFLOR E%ﬁiﬁﬁi%klofﬁ%g
Hi-F T#EFERE | (verification principle) 235, #BEI 4 b7 vy o
A VEL > THRMCEHShIH S Ly THKER] (use principle)
NEBRBMTAZ LRI -T, FREEE O oI b FiciiEem O FRME
N LRXEIFThHRW. T2 T, b LOBBRO—MHEBXILT
W22 I B, —REE & T DRIO ZaERMb i » Thic LOFAR Y
F= —kZp<—F v#ig (C. B. Martin) 3, RESENEZRTHS
L, EERETHD L0V TR ZHRIEE e Io & L FEWEY
PAZERLTHEDED, TDOXOIREKRTIHILDREOFTHI N
T3 AEY TEH R EBIC, L IbHMcRE L TR 5 4FER,
FRERFELDIIBEINRTWS, LFE-TWDHOE L LWL
Tiz, bl LOBERIZcHHRALZEE, Aaol &<, mm%ﬁ@
NG DRBAGEL L OWEORENBE E CL AWM LT, FHEFEO
REZ PR X2 D0BRCEE L TREORIBI THD.

T, BEROFLRFEEELTO TRERE] 02 THHH, 22T
EELTErRER b2 &L, coBEHY F -8 FE (empiricism)
DEE—RBRH T HOAERD K T LB LOEWHIKIE S h i
i bfnw—D0 bl TGS 2 LRI DA, WS ETHAS.
AE+ThE, »5E %ﬁnﬁk%n&hfu%ﬂ%%ﬁ?éﬁ&ﬁ,ﬁ%
%ﬁ%*mié«%;&,#tb%,E%QWm%%%Kﬁﬁﬂ%fmﬁ
Th, TOEHLRDIBEEDOEATHWLRTWD EWVWIEEZL, o
DIRATIC, BRI GE TR TR, EWHZ ETHB. Licht
T, b LEDRAEBERBCEIL T, FEEEOINMET IO Licd
i bIE, TOGPMERENTE, ZOFEO D ORBROLHEYRDS &
AL DS ETEBERAREC S THLIEBbR DI D THD. 20
F*%@ HRIZEOEHOH WO TWAHEK I - TE 2 bhb 1D
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(BEROAERE] wd & owC, FEAMERDOHEY BRICHB LT
AL ETEHERARL, ZERBPNLc=T —R7 ) o — X TERL
Shis, BEERECY &5 HEHHEHTS &\ > BRCREARS
THBHM, ThilEse, SHEHNO EBRRENEHOBTEEDD LD
BRTLRIFL DUBRRACTHD. LiedioT, CHITEEICDHE
%K%E%t%%%%Oﬁ&&mbmﬁ&%tvbﬁf%%ﬁ,ﬁ@k:
LI, ZORARIRLINRTFCRTORIIEINTE LT, Liedhd-7T,
FHERFC SN TEREBVEHOME LT S R T VW ONRERBTH
A. Fl, FHEAWZBNTEH, ZORLIET UIE LT TEHEREmS
(religious atheism) & \\>EFEHWLA T =)~ AR bBRT, B%E 27k
WHEH ORI R EZINTHHDOREFETHS. 22T, ZORAD TREW
B EWOBERNILY T T —RARDBRT D E WS DI, —H D
HFEBE- B BRI BT 2 EEERGEBRC BEINT, &+ ) A
N # | (Christianity without God) %3\ T\ % (EEbIT3B) 1D
THY, i, ZOREZS (%2 GHEONEL SATHE] LD
DL, BREZATORRORRICEN 0% < OMFEEIBH, TOHA
DM INICEFT, Tabbh, WRELEELZIWTWAILLTHS. [
oz, MEEoHBEE)] (The Secular Meaning of the Gospel)
DEBIC AT h, BB WEEL, T3] (The Death of God) D%
BIoOWTRELD & & ThH B, HRILHECEEYEETS Lbic
13, BEINEEEPE—HETH LRI - CREYFLCHERBEL TAR
FREL BN EWSIINEEE, DT E, 1 = A, F ) A MEhw
HEPDER—EHDLZEDTH T, OWTIE, FFLDOf =L \n5 A
FMECEBR LT, TOoMELZHEETD O TLMRHE L. 25
L L, ZOEERPOIIRIEREFZAMORRTEZIZRROZRTAI
Lizd DTH-T, FhiX T &5 FEES, BERIEAOWNEY
HOSGTWaDTH5. IETHE BRMEOFZELIEL, =—F=
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RS OZLIRS GOV ER 212D THB. ZZTCHELTEL
ﬁ,ﬁﬁ?%%%lﬂ%%#vxbﬂjwékhé%@)@ﬁéhtﬁ
12, FUVAMEEHEBELEXA-R LT, Thixds28BE0TEIWT5
RYY—FEELLLIDTHY, TOISREFT LR Y~ sb
HOCD23 o bAVIEEHLALELDTHIDEELBPETHAS, LED
DCHDH. i DE, FIAMREOL ST EBECHAILINICEEH T

WTE %2, ABIOTTEICINTAE Y v, BEAREOWED, 12 & 25,
BB, HECHEROWTEY, ThHDWEED, 7o & 288, HH WL,
RECHT bR T—>53W0I%, b EBCE R, B8, LDERNRRK
2ZBOTHLT—0EEZomBEHBEEZZT LTS OENLLT
BB, —C, FEIE O LUREDBAYER I ¥, b5 HEOMENE

BENLDBDTHS., &0 [ENLDS] LD 8580 b =HEryiniR
LT, FhiXbHLEBEDEEHEENLDLIITHSL, bl LiTEs

WDOTHB.

= (1) L. Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations, 1953, especially sec-
- tions 340, 353, 559, 560.
(2) Ibid, section 124.
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(36)



H ¥ H5LE

TOETHDH, PROGHC IIE, FEHSHEEE L CEEY L
DELT, 2Fh, —HOBEEREICWTZERMLEES dpodbod
\Lfﬁb%hfbéﬂhnﬁ7@&Uﬂ@ﬂ$§mrﬁﬁ%ﬁ@§ﬁ$%
RETRETHD | LHELT, 20 TFRETHS | 45 Fh His
HZERIY, BDRIIDGFRERDEZEHCINTEIRI)V—~FES L, [
BHC, BRD 23w b AV EEEHLTCWEDTHS. DE D, mhitH
GORECHCICEDOBARDRLT, BAOREBENLEAYWRIZEN L
fwé@ﬁ@é.:h&ﬁ%m,Wmi%r@@m&%ﬁ?é&%,h&
2IE, ThHRF VA MEETHNE, pRIE T HFR—DBOE X Hicgk &
X5 TAER, BREEHLTWSDTHS. IL¥ERD, ¥V X MO
L5 AR EEA LA ERT T, FENEE - BHENEBE
RSO S5 b Ths L, Fi, RERE I EMEE TR
FTHbE, FORBOEREWIZEOWTEDLZEIE, BIL, &
BRI E LT LEIDDTHD. BB, WELERE OB
X, B4 LEBLOBEEEL L TEEIRRIERLRVWDOTHS. UED
S BB O BRSO IR T, L HIC b AEEREOURC
o TWBERDIOIREZ 2503 LAKRWA, T U TL I TRIRWD
ThH5DH. e b, DEBDIBEDTHORYY—~Kaiy LTS
ML, FRROWTHWER LEBREZ2Z bhbd B2 b, 5
WiE, BEAEEORNTREIRBTEN D, bhbtUlRRICHS = &
WTEBLNLTHS. UL LTERS %L, FHANEDTER
AER—HOoEEHIRBECI T2 EBBLEEI EWH T ETHY, L
CDXSIEEOLEES LW ERTRTRIE, BEOFRIIFEELRNT
@65,&m5:&f%§? |

Wi, O EDELTS EE, phoOPNECEE 28bL, ZhETF
UCCERERBELOEOBRLTELTLEI LW T LT T, Wl
w, PhoOBRE, BAKEDLD WS ETHD. 2FD, BLEWVWSE
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RBIZ X - Thh oI S 5 80E, At iwns o Tk, B
BT HRSHE WS D THD. 1ok xiE, VA MBNWFEH
PO E > TEZTHDTEBE, ZOEREETH LI TND SOk T
B kB L OIBIETH -, FOMORIEIEFAT C DRFEI
Do TWBEDTHDL. Lnd, ZOWMED S SEXRW L EENE RIS
Brez X TERBEINRTWBDOTRERL, FThe T EBRTE L5
R FEEC X > TH b INTWBEDTHS. Tihbh, (=Y akkHE
P35 ROBF CHERECEDLN, BEHEY A TIREHT TB KAWL
T, IR I TN E T B 2] & 2, THISCH BB < F L
BAFRIZCUTEHIRE S WHETNETHB 0] L5 EAR, R
FLWHGEC X » TREINTWBDTHAH. ZhLOBFIENL, ZToOFRE
LTk, WEVTHY, b xFEmTHD. WiEHO & L5, BE, bh
RO HEEFEORBRCER LT, bhubhhOFR2E L ¥4, TR,
bhbhOLEEDS. 25 LT, TR LENTRELR-T, b
RbREBED# ) v~ L EdbR, 1o, CHEEEE L5 DTHS.
MFox#H] (Lvwbhd o) BUILiEbhbhoBfEErEs, ¥
ARG ERBILNLERNNERT, £1F+ 3 v 2 KEEOT Y ST
PHIEBEUI®SDL, 5 LttAcX~TThs. C0Bs, LD
ERF VA MEWBEEBCRE-TEELIS>EL, &, PhoBEEZF
YR TEBHED, HOHWEL, FIUVANEWNE 2FEROWTEETS S
EEFEOCDITTWBEBIE, hREF VA MEEIVWHLR D THS. L
2L, b LIABRIEERE, (AEMBIE W TEET S Lphd
BERMNMEVST SR TWS I bIE, hpRITABREE Wbh D THhS. &
Lhh, AFHcek, FVA MR, BRBIFHROBEARAEHOR
DL T7HR—DFREED | LI ETHAIND, EULTHEES ]
FRZDEEREC Iy b AV ELDEWSZ ETHAH 5. Linhis
T, FEMOBELHEIEROHEELH S DT, 7HX—DFD
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&I INT D HED E RO DWTe—FOWEE D (B DI, l 25,
BHB\E, BEh) OHBREHLLBS0THL. Lrd, HED EREO
Filcis HRDF ) R b—HOWED (BB WL, fok 25, B VI,
BEE) KX - TIThhb0THE 0D, MECIEHI>WTELRL TS
B R\ WTTER L, BDEOWTEDLBNTWAEMC BT, FHS
T o\ B BB X hAidTs B DTS B

PR X T, bl LIRREESFHED b OMRE &L L BRIV HETH
45 2 Lo TERRDTHBN, £ TORMIHDTHDHY
YR IEWTAEBROLDEEETAE, Tihbb, THAR—-DOFDOLEES
L3523y PAVIREET S 2 & DN FHESFOTERLHETH
B, LB ETHoT. TORITONT, X SLRERNLIHEE 250
25ETBEBE, RAFHL &2 LWHEHAIrLELZT, B3
B E TR [ L5 | SHETHH LD EThHS. =D
LR ERELARL T B HAST ORFTET S &by, ANEDOHH
DT ES BRIDICDIZHWENR TWARBTHA EMIETH I D X
SICEBTHD LB DTHBEN, ZDHAIDOWTOIEE, & Xb,
R ROATER DM@ RiTE B, &b, BB
EINTHER, bhbhiliEbdHEDTEORY v —~%FERL, &
RZ= 3y b LEBRFRER B GOD, TORBEDITEIO KR Y ¥ — 2 &E R
S8, chiz23y PERDLDE—EALDH, EVIHCTHSS.
LL, 2EOMWIZiowv LTI BREIETED, L OVt icnwLT
X BRERIIMED, TR Eh BB 2 AR L TWAE Z ETHA I b,
AR LTCOBEBFLMSINEL, 2 CHEOHEE Y B ECRd 5 NE T
A5, LBO5DTHS.

2 (1) R.B.Braithwaite, An Ewmpiricist’s View of the Nature of Religious
Belief, 1955. Reprinted in The Existence of God, ed. John Hick, 1964.
(2) 1Ibid., p. 241. '
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(8) J.J.C. Smart, The Existence of God in New Essays in Philosophical
Theology, pp. 40-41.
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Philosophical Analysis of Religious Language :
Secular Thinking about Religion

Hiromasa Mase

Résumé

In the philosophical movement which became known as Logical
Positivism, it was originally propounded that the meaning of any
statement is given by its method of verification. What it means is
this: “To say that proposition has meaning or, more strictly (as
became evident in the discussion of the 1930’s and 1940’s), that it
has factual or cognitive meaning, is to say that it is in principle
verifiable, or at least probabilifiable, by reference to human experi-
ence.”

The main issue in the analysis of religious language, which has
been given fresh sharpness and urgency by contemporary analytical
philosophy, is whether religious statements are cognitive or noncogni-
tive. In particular, do those religious statements refer to a special
kind of fact—religious as distinguished from scientific fact? The
issue is more concerned than ever because those statements have the
form of factual assertions and as a matter of historical fact religious
people have generally believed such statements as “ God loves us as
father loves his son” to be not only cognitive but also true. So we
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have the task of examining as sympathetically and as critically as
possible whether those statements are genuinely true or not.

One of the difficulties we have to face in examining religious
language is a choice of a criterion by which to distinguish the factural
from the nonfactual. But in view of a tendency of traditional theism
to use the language of fact, the development of a criterion within
contemporary analytical philosophy is directly\relevant to the study
of religious language. Therefore we will start with the verificational
principle of meaning in the analysis of the language in question.
Then we will shift the principle from the idea of verifiability to the
complementary idea of falsifiability. The discussions of ‘ Falsification
and Theology " originally appeared in New FEssays in Philosophical
Theology will show the possibility of dialogue between traditional
theism and contemporary philosophy.

Now to analyze religious language by the above-mentioned cri-
terion is necessarily equivalent to denying that religious statements
are cognitive and/or factual. But this does not mean to rule out
those religious statements as meaningless and/or nonsensical. Instead
of ruling them out, we will examine as carefully as possible just
how they are used to mean whatever they may mean. For they
have their own function to fulfill in one way or another. In this
respect we will attempt an entirely new set of analyses, that is, the
later Wittgensteinian analysis of language : the meaning of any state-
ment is given by the way in which it is used. This is no doubt a
change of the verification principle into the use principle of meaning.

Indeed the change of the principle in the more recent debate on
the question will lead us to solve the problem of religious language
in the way in which it does justice to the empiricist’s demand that
meaning must be tied to empirical use. What we intend to do is
therefore to clarify empirical use of the language in question.
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