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Aphrodite and the Three Graces

£ H HA
Akira Shibata

Résumé

In Greek mythology Aphrodite was a heroine and the Three
Graces (Charites) were attendants. (cf. Hesiodos, ,, Theogonia”’;
Homeros, “Odysseus,” etc.) In Greek arts Aphrodite is uSually shown
as the ideal female figure. (cf. Cnidian Venus, Capitoline Venus,
Medici Venus, etc.)

But the two kinds of the Three Graces with which I deal in
this paper, namely a marble group in Siena and a relief in the
Louvre, are considered to have unique character which could not be
found in Aphrodite as a single figure. In these the Three Graces.
are a group of three female figures. The central figure of the
group is in back view and the other two figures in both sides are
fronted, each figure entwining her arms with the others’. The
unique composition seems to have been influenced by the traditional
representation.

Kenneth Clark says “the complicated pose may be derived from.
a row of dancers with arms on each others’ shoulders, front to back,
motive still common in Greek choreography. From this row some
artist had the happy idea of cutting off three figures, to form a

closed symmetrical group, and offering them as the sweet and
charitable companions of Venus.”
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However, when these three figures are cut off, the original
motive is changed, for figures are never shown in any dancing
action, but only as a group of figures simply standing casually
together.

In Aphrodite as a single figure, it was impossible to see its all
sides from one view point at the same time. In contrast, the Three
Graces theme permitted a panoramic treatment of the bodies, which
were in effect one body seen from three different viewpoints, three
variations on one theme. It should be a pictorial solution to re-
present three varying aspects of feminine beauty.

Therefore in Renaissance paintings the theme was revived as a
form suitable for representing female nude, as Raphael, Botticelli
and Rubens did.

“Bathers” painted frequently by Renoir in the 20th century,
though called by various different titles, are regarded as a variation
of the same motive.
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V. L LET, RERERAS 2kt X 5 nEAHAF B DR
BB THD EE2DZ LIXBEENTHD 5 D,

ISR EZ S Z 5. b ER< (ZHEM) 0EBBI1LES, Thith
Ro B2 b oL@ Th Ve b, BLTEBNLEB2ELT, —A
DEHDOY » V=mv g vEEL DR, RRSMCREER DS TR
BT 5B GEDORETH 7. BErDAREZOLOREEMLINSLZ &
L, BENLD IO EOLETHIE L. LHLEFRLIXRL THE
Wi BB E I TR IR TR Bird < 5 =Pk,
SEFEIHBIC 25 S DTH D, RHMED 2L BENFEED 5 bichific
b EDBEERNERSTVWDEDTHE. §HODT, ZIRBETIL 2D
B IEER & TRA) 2T % &, RCIIFTERHRE X VX3 ER
THLTRDLIDTHS. BATLEFLBSHENILOREDIADL Z 2RI
LT, BEOROBX IR InE I binl, ks LTOREEY /K.
CHIEK L TERR BB O RO L ER I h, THOWIAL L5
HifR L, MAOZBOOR- EEIC XA, 320 F1F3 v 7
TH5H. ThIZDOBROIOREEERRERANL D T o) &KL,
fEEOER BB S RERCERER T 22 DIt gy,

b CORRIIFZLIER VM DEBECRLhD X5, v—=HD
AR ERANET SR sWTh, BRI Lk OFER
ELTEB-TWHDTHS. "
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LBHEET 2L, ZoBRNIMBCBEED L2 REA T 5 HF ORI
RNERATDTHD. BEAR o VALK, £ DEFEZEITIZOHERE
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HHC, SEIEREFELERL TS, 57 omRrd, —T e VAD,
ZL TRy T2V —0 [F] LBTHEZEMNE, &4irhthichk# e
PR Y R LA D, LrLFDOEF— 71350 (ZHMH) B
HBLicZ SN0 THB, V—0 = VADZEMIHLOZENE]D
W3R+ 5503, PR X AR08 ) ORTREEL, oo izl
DREHMBEIT—FBLESE2F L, TALEL2LESVWTNEZ LS
5. B ERE, o CEEH X RBET28E) tv5T7—<
WELT, SEERAB[END, BHEE - XOGRY ADWEEL S
DIl S BT B, BIAEA 2 T D GREY &, (U ADE
M wEETHE, BESTOYREEO® R, RBEREILGOBERD
TFohsorx LT, fiZRkALBRHCEEEZOLDOERFILETH
BT LD DD, |
23T, (=FM Wz —w oy AFROWOFT [F ) ¥ 7 gl =
MHR] L35 THREE] &, SERBXLEEL LT, ToXkkEz
BRicy B E S BEABEBBE L LW S ENTE LS.

(2 ) *“The Nude ” by Kenneth Clark. p. 79. (Pelican Books, 1960)
(A=t EFRE 25)

Z2 5 X |

THEr F—r R, BEEER [Fy o755 CEEE, 1967).

L m@%%nﬁ Mhr—mAl (REER BAHHAYELE, H 39).

vy V) —%, BEEWR THECO T REERF Vr vy —2K 100 =
a2k, 1967).

Vo virawvE, REKRAERR IHEEmEGy (BAET{Ts, B 18).
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