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Abstract In this paper, I try to investigate a shobo-gumi (a fire brigade) in a Japanese village community

(Minami-Majino, Nagano Prefecture). This paper deels primarily with the role of the shobo-gumi in
the formation and change of the structure of the village community from the Meiji Era to the close
of World War II. I discuss mainly three problems : (1) how the shobo-gumi is organized (2)
intergroup relations between the shobo-gumi and the other groups in a village community. (3)
interdependences between the shobo-gumi and the village government by which it is established.
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