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~ The _Analagiéal )'Intui‘t‘i_on of St.ﬁiBonaventure; |
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It goes without saying that there is not'hing‘cqmmenisurable sub-

stantially between' God and His creatures in the sameﬁ genus. fBut,"

since creatures exist actually in participating with de there is some-

thing to make poss:ble to be commernsurate both terms at least analo-

gically. In order to’ ren%md us its possmllzty most positively, St Bona-
venture asserted such a doctrine of divine expressionism as God
- expresses _Himéelf in His totality and perfection in the results of His
creation——by this expressionism he believed=¢o be able to make
his own‘theocen'tﬁsm perfect. Thus the creatures impressed God's
. image by God Himself should be similar to the totality of Him even

to the personal relation, but not in the substantial participation, but in

the expressed similitude. As the relation between the creatures and

the Creator has ‘the similar relation between a sign and its meaning,

we can recognize God through the creatufeS'as well-as the meaning
_through the sign. St. Bonaventure explained us such a recognition by

the term “contuitio,’ analoglcal mtuxtmn that i 1s, a partxcular concep-.

tion which has eplstemologxcal foundatlen on the theory ‘of illumina-
tion of the Plato-Augustinism.’ According to the Pseudo-Dionysius’
formula the creatures are disposed on the hlerarchy which is diffusiveé-
- 1y emanated from a dlvme source, Analogical concepﬁtlon seemed to be
situated in it—the material world that is far from the origin is “vesti-

gium,” the spiritual world, nearer to the origin, is “imago,” and sanc-
tified spirit is “similitudo.” . “Ex tantis indiciis” we can see (contuen) :

" God, and travel to God Hlmself followmg these vestlgesWhe said this
travel “Itmerarxum mentls in Deum ~ But we cannot use these analo-
gical conceptions as “the method for: tha purpose of - gettmg a
conception of “ bemg.” It is bacause by these analogxcal conce;»
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tlons he mtended ngt to deﬁne the term * bemg,” Qut merely to
research .a vestzge of God # Fabncator ” ‘1mmessed -upon the .
creatures. So'in a Word itisa symbohcal conceptlon Therefore, tho
contultion of St Bonaventure contnbuted far. less to the formatxon of
the analoglcal conceptwns m the scHoIastxc Togic, than to the founda- .
tlon of christian humamsm as a symbohcal mysticism which conserved -

ﬁrmly and made us: conScmus the: prmc1ples of the- pnmacy of spm»
tuahty, solemmty of person and sanctxﬁcatzon of body
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