
Title Historical background of Okinawan dances (III) : festivals and performing arts
Sub Title
Author 清水, 富士子(Shimizu, Fujiko)

Publisher 慶應義塾大学体育研究所
Publication year 1985

Jtitle 体育研究所紀要 (Bulletin of the institute of physical education, Keio
university). Vol.25, No.1 (1985. 12) ,p.71- 72 

JaLC DOI
Abstract
Notes Abstract
Genre
URL https://koara.lib.keio.ac.jp/xoonips/modules/xoonips/detail.php?koara_id=AN00135710-00250001-

0071

慶應義塾大学学術情報リポジトリ(KOARA)に掲載されているコンテンツの著作権は、それぞれの著作者、学会または出版社/発行者に帰属し、その権利は著作権法によって
保護されています。引用にあたっては、著作権法を遵守してご利用ください。

The copyrights of content available on the KeiO Associated Repository of Academic resources (KOARA) belong to the respective authors, academic societies, or
publishers/issuers, and these rights are protected by the Japanese Copyright Act. When quoting the content, please follow the Japanese copyright act.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org


Historical Background of Okinawan Dances (111) 

一-Festivals and Perfol'ming Arts一一

By Fujiko Shimizu* 

Needless to say， a traditional festival is a ceremony observed in honor of the 

tutelary guarding the lives and livelihood of the inhabitants of a particular area or 

the evil spirit menacing them. 

At festival， a prayer or occult ritual was observed for a specific purpose on the 

occasion， and these rituals were indeed the origin of what came to be known as 

“performing arts". 

To attain a deeper knowledge of the origin and nature of the dances among the 

traditional Okinawan performing arts， 1 decided to study and analyze the beginning 

of those dances as part of festivity and their relations to festivity. 

These performing arts of Okinawa are broadly divided into three categories-

festive， folk and classic performing arts. 

These performing arts originated in rituals of ancient times which were held in 

honor of and by way of cordial reception of deity coming from afar to express 

gratitude to the deity for a rich agricultural harvest and observe festivities in 

expectation of good crops in the next year. 

1 made investigations into the ancient concept of deity evolved from such visiting 

god， the development into festivities on islands based on that concept and the transition 

from festivities to performing arts. As' a result， it was learned that Okinawa， located 

near China and Southeast Asia， was influenced in many ways by the cultures of 

these two areas， with a wide variety of things introduced from them. 

N evertheless Okinawa retains some ancient elements of the traditional J apanese 

culture， now mostly lost in mainland Japan， in various aspects of the lives of the 

inhabitants of that prefecture. This suggests that Okinawans， among the inhabitants 

of entire J apan， inherit the ancient J apanese culture in the most genuine form. 

Besides， many Okinawans have a fine sensibility and the ability to express their 
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feelings straightly with their bodies and in words. Many factors which indicate 

early forms of Japanese performing arts are recognized in rituals held by these 

Okinawans， _ ahd they are _ val:uahle -stuqy ;rrl;:lteri_als. 

The festive， folk and_ <:lassie _p~rfQrming _ arts _tave all 、beencoexisting up to the 

present day in Okinawa， and this is a remarkable feature of the traditional Okinawan 

performing arts. 
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