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Abstract The Speculum maius (first manuscript completed by 1244) is recognized as the greatest

encyclopedia before the eighteenth century French Encydopedie. The compiler of this
encyclopedia, Vincent of Beauvais (11907?-1264), collected and presented all the knowledge
available to the thirteenth century Latin West. The Speculum maius, therefore, offers an insight into
the thought of the thirteenth century, the formative period of the High Middle Ages. It also provides
ideal material with which to examine the elusive notion of authority (auctoritas). In the introduction,
'Apologia Actoris', Vincent defines and classifies the different kinds of authority he used in the
Speculum maius. This paper explicates Vincent's idea of epistemological authority and considers
some of the wider historical implications of his idea. In chapter 12 of Apologia Actoris, Vincent
maps out a hierarchical structure of authority. The ultimate authority is Holy Scripture, which is
beyond any debate or any authority of the Church. Next to Holy Scripture, Vincent says he wants
(volui) to give the same, highest degree of authority to the canonized Saints and the papal bulls
and conciliar cannons. He further explains the relationship between these two categories in a
somewhat enigmatic sentence : "Therefore, both kinds are appropriately placed in the first degree
of authority, because as the exceeding and the exceeded they are mutually given precedence to
each other (Utrumque ergo genus in primo auctoritatis gradu merito ponitur, quoniam ut excedentia
et excessa sibi vicissim preferuntur)." The middle rank of authority is given to Christian scholars
who were prudent and catholic, but not canonized. The lowest rank of authority is given to non-
Christian scholars and philosophers ; despite their ignorance of the truth of catholic faith, they
made statements that may well be proven true by catholic faith and human reason. Vincent denies
any authority to apocryphal texts on the grounds that they are either written anonymously or of
dubious verity. In describing the first rank of authority, Vincent shows a certain tentativeness which
he does not display when dealing with other ranks of authority. Vincent places the authority of
Saints and that of papal bulls and conciliar cannons at the same level. In other words, he places
inner authority at the same level as the social authority of the Church. He further states these two
to be of a mutually supplementing nature. As opposed to when he describes other ranks of
authority, he does not present this view as a given norm. He wants to recognize them as of the
same dignity; this is his personal opinion. In order to understand this peculiar mode of
presentation, we need to take into consideration the person of Vincent and the social situation of
his time. Vincent was a Dominican. Dominicans combined preaching and contemplation. Vincent
was also a close associate and even lector of the Cistercians. He shared their criticism of the state
of the world (including the institutional Church) and shared their strong inclination toward
contemplation. Vincent was convinced of the efficacy of inner authority. In this temporal world, the
ultimate way to the truth of God seemed to be the experience of personal communion with God,
the experience toward which contemplation strives. Vincent trusted the Church to shepard
believers. However, Vincent also believed that in some cases the inner authority of exceptional
individuals could supersede the social authority of the Church. This is so because these individuals
have direct knowledge of transcendental reality attained through personal communion with God.
But Vincent knew that such a view could be accused of heresy by those who held the social
authority of the Church firmly above the inner authority of individual believers. Since the late twelfth
century, the proliferation of heresy was a most pressing problem for the Church. One of the crucial
points in defining heresy was balancing the authority of individual believers with that of the Church.
The dichotomy of inner and social authority is already manifest in the Gospels. Nevertheless,
though never denied, inner authority was never given a clear position in the structure of Church.
Vincent, therefore, had to be tentative in his assertion of the value of inner authority. Further
evidence that Vincent valued inner authority can be seen in his statements that he compiled the
encyclopedia as a guide, and that readers should make their own judgments. Evidence is also
found in the way he cites the authors' names for his quotations in the main texts, not in the margin,
lest they should be lost or become obscure through the mistakes of scribes. Vincent's emphasis on




inner authority has wider historical implications. For one, the question of balance between inner
and social authority, which re-surfaced during the Reformation era, has not been solved even
today. It also draws attention to the question of European individualism, particularly to the view that
it had its germination in the Middle Ages (cf. among others, Jan A. Aertsen and Andreas Speer
eds, Individuum und Individualitdt im Mittelalter (Berlin/New York, 1996); Aaron Gurevich, The
Origins of European Individualism Oxford/Cambridge, Mass., 1995; Colin Morris, The Discovery of
the Individual 1050-1200 Tronto, 1972).
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quaternorum, in quibus auctoritates sanctorum adeo pler-
umque mendaciter a scriptoribus vel notariis intitulaban-
tur cum scribebantur, ut que sententia cuius auctoris
esset, omnino nesciretur, dum verbi gratia, quod Augustini
vel Theronimi vel Crisostomi forsitan erat, ascribebatur
Ambrosio vel Gregorio aut Ysidoro vel e converso, aut
verborum aliqua parte dempta vel addita vel mutata sen-
sus actoris corrumpebatur: sic et dictis philosophorum aut
poetarum, sic et de narrationibus historicorum fiebat, dum
unius nomen pro alio sumebatur vel dictorum veritas

similiter evertebatur.”

(Z) 1Ibid., c.2 (pp.466-467) :"Videbam preterea, juxta

Danielis prophetiam, temporibus nostris non tantammodo
secularium literarum, verum etiam divinarum scriptur-
arum ubique multiplicatam esse scientiam, omnesque pre-
cipue fratres nostros assidue sacrorum librorum historicis
ac mysticis expositionibus insuper et obscurioribus ques-
tionibus enodandis insistere, inter hec autem historias
ecclesiasticas, quaorum lacte pascebatur antiquorum sim-
plicitas, quomodo viluisse et in neglectum venisse: ( ...)

Hec et alia multa in illis historiis utilia simul ac delectabi-
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lia cernens, plurimosque fratrum nostorum huiuscemodi
rerum ignaros esse conspiciens, ipsas etiam sicut et cetera
de diversis actoribus dilligenter excerpendo collegi atque
ad certum ordinem temporum cuncta redegi.”

(F) BDYAENRYDKE 21| NEHOREHY R

EURPSQEIFE D I HEQCKK UK it
(XXXI,108) 487se” [ERiKk QXM | UK S
ST N A IR O SR U2 EROR VG0 | 8
ORI G IS I U A QR I INIATHY 2 6 O (o p-dT
WP E0Es VeRBREUSOVRIISEYL
(tempus) ORUCERURIQVEKST URNOR”
{RER MWL~ O v B IR W HIER O RWUCEL L6810
2OV L IROHIDL QWS VELE SNE
R QY NNy N QKB UEw R (Et licet
ordo ille futurus, ad obedientiam sit oriturus, tamen a
Prophetis est praenunciatus, & in aulicis viris tertij tem-
poris Ecclesiastici cursus a deo cognitus, & electus, in
vulua spiritualis Ecclesie, ac perfectae doctrinae sanctifi-
candus, ac si alius Beniamin, filius non tam doloris in
poena, quam dexterae, scilicet exultationis in gloria [Specu-
lum  historiae in  Speculum quadplex <Douai, 1624,
p.1324) ] @ [HREROMY—FumD s NwED VR
A= ALK NH RO OUE QLY Lol 2+
T (v BESSHREE AU RO R U R Lo i &
M O] 0 ORMIENED Y Q110 QUL
UIBURM 5oty FNER SRR M TRAC - O

K (REK)

HUEUP I R0 (Et sicut olim per Moysen,
& Iosue, Dominus Cananeos Israelitis subiecit, ac per
Paulum, & Barnabam idolatras strauit; sic etiam nunc per
duos ordines futuoros, in illis praesignatos, gentes incre-
dulas subigat & conuertat [Ibid.]) [ *) Q@ %+ Hizaw
O O QBB SR GRED tempus) Y IERAnsQ M N4y~
CHEBURE SNERNmEN O IRER DY L
NINT DN EHEES [ N4 SRR O 5
A QMR (XXIX, 90 [P.1199]) UM g
BABOMELR I VT MmNy SORI BRE) U
B®PC (HpdZ aetas) U-PMIRXOW S48 5° D% N
SANKRY D XIIERQHEH SN SRR (Speculum
naturae XXXI11,24 [pp.2416-2418]) Lot QB S
VO CHRPCELHEOARP NDNKRY ) KR
QEEBERHABWIE OV IR DYNENKRTLAKS MW
P AT N A R U A0 RO I E b
B RS 1| NP SHHR L S SRR Q
48 2@ 4 s~ % (Cf. Marjorie Reeves, The Influence of
Prophecy in the Later Middle Ages: A Study in Joachimism
[Oxford, 1969, pp.161-162. ™D~ N & N IKYT DX Q¢
B 2 IR D\ 13 of Denis Hiie, "Au bout de I'histoire :
Vincent de Beauvais,” in CUERMA [Centre universitaire
d’études et de recherches medievales d’Aix] ed. Fin des
temps et temps de la fin dans l'umivers medieval [Aix-en-
Provence, France, 1993])°

) "Apologia Actoris,” ¢.12 (pp.483-485.):c.12 De ordine



dignitatis earundem. Exceptis igitur Divinis Libris et in
summa quadam auctoritatis arce sepositis,primum post eos
locum tenent epistole decretales Romanorum pontificum et
canones generalium conciliorum, opuscula quoque sacror-
um doctorum. Nam ut in decretis Gratiani prima parte XX.
distinctione legitur: Epistole decrefales concilium canonibus
pari iure exequantur. Divinarum vero Scripturarum tractatores
etsi scientia pontificibus premineant, tamen quia didwitatis
eorum apicem adepti non sunt, in Scripturarum quidem exposi-
tonibus eis preponunituny, in causis vero diffiniendis, ubi non
solum scientia, sed etiam potestas requirvitur, secundum post
eos locum wmeremtur, sicut auctoritate pape Leowis huius
nominis IV. probatur. Hec Gratianus. Utrumque ergo
genus in primo auctoritatis gradu merito ponitur, quoniam
ut excedentia et excessa sibi vissim preferentur. Illos au-
tem sacros doctores in eo gradu ponere volui, qui auctori-
tate Romane Ecclesie canonizati sunt eorum libri per con-
cilia vonamoaa approbati, ut sunt: Dyonisius, Ignatius,
Cyprianus, Hylarius, Athanasius, Basilius, Gregorius
Nazarenzenus, Ambrosius, leronimus, Johannes Crisosto-
mus, Augustinus, Cyrillus, Fulgentius, Cassiodorus, Ysi-
dorus et alii multi.

Medium vero locum tenent doctores ceteri prudentes
quidem et catholici, sed non canonizati, ut Ysichius, Beda
presbiter, et Alcuinus Karoli magister, Rabanus et Strabus
eiusdem discipulus, Haimo et Ivo Carnotensis, Richardus

et Hugo Parisiensis, aliique plurimi.

Tertium autem et infimum tenent gradum philosophi
doctoresque gentilium. Nam etsi catholice fidei veritatem
ignoraverunt, mira tamen et preclara quedam dixerunt de
creatore et creaturis, de virtutibus quoque et vitiis, que et
fide catholica et ratione humana manifeste probantur esse
vera. Preterea quoniam -artifici cuilibet in sua facultate
discentem oportet credere, secularium scientiarum stu-
diosis scolaribus, ut in eis proficiant, necesse est primitus
philosophis earum inventoribus vel peritis ac disertis
tractatoribus fidem adhibere, verbi gratia Prisciano in
grammatica, Aristotili in logica, Tullio in rhetorica, Ypoc-
rati in medicina.

Porro ea, que nullam inter cetera dignitatem auctoritatis
habent, ipsa sunt illa apocripha, quorum scilicet et actor
penitus ignoratur et de veritate dubitatur. Itaque, si quan-
do legantur a quoquam vel enarrentur, utrum credi vel
non credi debeant, ipsius legentis vel audientis iudicio vel
voluntati relinquitur, sicut cum rumores aliqui vel narra-
tiones ignote ab illis plerumque, qui viderunt vel
audierunt,— ut assolet— referuntur. Denique decretum
Gelasii pape, quo scripta quedam approbantur, quedam
vero reprobantur, hic in ipso operis initio ponere volui, ut
lector inter autentica et apocripha discernere sciat, sicque
rationis arbitrio, quod voluerit, eligat, quod noluerit, relin-

quat.”
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L) Cf. Decvetum Gratiani, Distinctio XX, I. Pars & II. Pars
(Friedberg ed., op.cit., vol.I, p.65.)

() Ibid, c12 (p.483.): "Utrumque ergo genus in primo
auctoritatis gradu merito ponitur, quoniam ut excedentia
et excessa sibi vissim preferentur.”

(L) DYDNENKRY DXBEEHVRES | IR | 1l
R B A0 R ) QKRN N X KR
(ERE) ZH#0 2 Rs” BRLOHRUERD- |
D8 5% AN XK QHEEAEE S X~ 13" E.Dobs-
chutz ed., Decretum Gelasium {Texte und Untersuchungen
zur altchristlichen Literature XXXVII, 4 [1912]) ¥k E 4t
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(2) "Apologia Actoris,” ¢.12 (p.483.) :"Illos autem sacros
doctores in eo gradu ponere volui, qui auctoritate Romane
Ecclesie canonizati sunt eorum libri per concilia pontifi-
cum approbati,(...)”

(%) Paul Gramont & Philibert Zobel, "The Authority of the
Indwelling Word,” in John M.Todd ed., Problems of Author-
ity (London, 1962), p.87. Cf. W.Ullman, op. cit., pp.7-9.

®) Ibid, p.103. m ¥ - Ho—K1" BRBHE
S H S SERES R BIREE<ES | BEHmP$
QAUHE Y v 5@ (Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and Profane:
The Nature of Religion [New york, 1959], pp.201-204)°
%) Hinnenbush, "Domminican,” p.248.
(B) S.Joanis lectura prologus Thomae 7.
(®) ’“Apologia Actoris,” ¢.3 (pp.468.) :" (..) "Speculum”

<L (LKL)

quidem eo, quod quicquid fere speculatione, id est admir-
atione vel imitatione dignum est ex hiis, que in mundo
visibili et invisibili ab initio usque ad finem facta vel dic-
ta sunt, sive etiam adhuc futura sunt, ex innumerabilibus
fere libris colligere potui, in hoc uno breviter continentur;

(8) Ritamary Bradley, "Backgrounds of the Title Speculum
in Medieval Literature.” Speculum XXIX (1954), pp.100-
102. Cf.Einar Mar Jonsson, "Le sens du title Speculum aux
XII® et XIII® siécle et son utilisation par Vincent de
Beauvais,” in Serge Lusigman, Monique Paulmier-Foucart,
Alan Nadeau et al., Vincent de Beawvais: Intensions et vécep-
tions d'une ceuvve encyclypédique au E@aﬁ.mma (Montreal/
Paris, 1990) (X | Vincent de Beauvais ~ £ @) ,
pp.12-21; Margot Schmodt, "Mirror,” in Dictionarie de spir-
ttualité ascétique et mystique, doctrine et histoire (Paris,
1932-) , volX, pp.1290-1303; Herbert Grabes, Mutable
Glass: Mirror-Imagery and Texts of the Middle Ages and En-
glish Renaissance (Cambridge, 1982), pp.1-15; Frederick
Goldin, The Mirror of Narcissus in the Courtly Love Lyric
(Ithaca, New York, 1967), pp.4-15; Paul Lehmann, "Mit-
telalterliche Biichertitel.” Sitzungsberichte der Bayerischen
Akademie der Wissenschaften; Philosophisch-historische
Klasse Jg.1953, pp.30-44.

(83) Bradley, op. cit.,, pp.102-103.

() Ibid., p.104.



(1) Ibid., p.105. dans UEurope pre-industrielle 11°-18° siécles (Paris, 1968),

(}%8) Jonsson, op. cit., pp.21-30. pp.10-11.

(%) Ibid. (¥) "Unde et karitari veste cum reverentia supplico, quate-

(%) Caroline W.Bynum, "Jesus as Mother and Abbot as
Mother: Some Themes in XIIIth Century Cistercian Writ-
ings.” Harvard Theological Review LXX (1977), p. 283.

(®) Colin Morris, "Christian Civilization (1050-1400),” in
John MacManners ed., The Oxford Illustrated History of
Christianity (Oxford, 1990), pp.210-211.

() W. Ullman, op. cit., pp.10.
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) "In hoc autem quod tu, frater Jlohannes], et alii

nus si ipsum opus aliquorum juditio forsitan examinare
cupitis, nequaquam certe vel etiam aliquibus illorum qui et
multorum libros diligenter insperexerunt, et ordinem nos-
trum in Christo veraciter diligunt, exemplar tardi iubeatis.
Ex quibus, ut arbitror, sunt domini magistri nostri atque
pontifices venerandi parisiensis et cameracensis. Hii
nimirum et propter ipsorum librorum copiam seu notiam
de quibus excerpta sunt hec, rectius quidem ac verius, et
propter delectionis affectum quem habent ad ordinem nos-

Praedicatores, peccata magnatum audacter non redarquitis trum, benivolentis ac mitius potuerunt de opere iudicare.”

et facinora non detunicatis, haereticos censeo manifestos.’
Et addidit episcopus (Robertus Lincolnensis) ;'Quid est
haeresis? Da definitionem.” Et cum hesitasset frater

J[ohannes], non recolens authenticam ipsius rei rationem et

Epistola actoris ad regem Ludewicum, ed., by Gregory
G.Guzman (Idem, "Vincent de Beauvais’ Epistola actoris ad
regem Ludewicum : A Critical Analysis and a Critical Edi-

tion,” in Vincent de Beauvais, p.78.)

definitionem, subjenxit episcopus fidei interpretatione gre- (8) Lawrence, op. cit.,, pp.155-159.
¢i idiomatis in latinum;'Haeresis est sententia humano sen- (%5) Decretum Gelasianum, p.311.
su electa, scripturae sacrae contraria, palam edocta, perti- (8) "Apologia Actoris,” ¢.12 (p.484.) " Porro ea, que nul-

naciter defensa.”” Mathew Paris, Chronica majora (Rolls lam inter cetera dignitatem auctoritatis habent, ipsa sunt
Series vol.57), p.401.
(88) Edward Peters, Heresy and Authority in the Middle Ages et de veritate dubitatur.”
(Philadelphia, 1980), p.218. () HI OB
(&) M.-D. Chenu, "Orthodoxie et Hérésie: le pointe de vue (&) Cf. Jan A. Aertsen und Andreas Speer hrsg., Indi-

de théologie,” in Jacques Le Goff ed., Hérésies et sosiétés viduum und Individualitdt im Mittelalter (Berlin/New York,

illa apocripha, quorum scilicet et actor penitus ignoratur
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1996); Louis Dumont, FEssays on Individualism: Modern
Ideology in Anthropological Perspective (Chicago/London,
1986) ; Aaron Gurevich, The Origins of European Indi-
vidualism (Oxford/Cambridge, Mass., 1995); Colin Morris,
The Discovery of the Imdiwidual 1050-1200 (Toronto,
1972); W. Ullman, op.cit. ¥$4Q-5HBH sQ~ 6 v B &S WA ES
HOBSUNDTCE<CRUUOIVAEAYVYIRELS
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% Serge Lusignan, Monique Paulmier-Foucart et al., Lec-
tor et compilator: Vincent de Beauvais,fréve précheur. Un intel-
lectuel et son milien an XIII® siécle (Grane, France, 1996)13
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