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Abstract

In England, actual management of estates on behalf of the aristocracy and gentry has historically
been dealt with, in most cases, by a land agent, known variously as 'steward’, 'bailiff, or simply
'agent'. As large-scale estates grew in complexity and organization in the course of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, the business of land agency, whose functions had become increasingly
crucial and specialized, was being recognized as a kind of 'profession'. Although the duties and
business activities of land agents varied considerably according to circumstances, they can
reasonably be divided into rough groups in the period under consideration : (1) a part-timer whose
regular occupation was in work more or less related to the estate business ; (2) a full-time and
sometimes highly-paid agent who was connected with or worked exclusively for one employer,
often a magnate landowner ; and (3) a land-agent firm which practised for a number of employers
on a fee or commission basis. This paper deals with the case of one successful land agent,
Nathaniel Kent (1737-1810), whose business can be placed in category (3) above. Kent was also
known for his books on agriculture, in particular his work, Hints to Gentlemen of Landed Property.
The intention of this paper is to analyze in detail the wide-ranging business activities undertaken by
Kent and his partners, which included the survey, management and brokerage of landed
properties, in addition to their work as agricultural advisers. A look at the career and the ideas of
Nathaniel Kent reveals that, in spite of some attitudes that are viewed backward today and the
inevitable self-contradiction characteristic of this sort of work, his business methods and the
intensity of his attitude as an independent estate expert were quite advanced. The type of land-
agent firm in which land surveyors played the principal part, most clearly demonstrated in the case
of Ken's firm, appears to have been the primary source of the formal profession of land agency that
came into existence in the later nineteenth century and onward.
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(—) @ oHPER O R IEH B < a0 ER MR LB O BN T
2%t E. Hughes, ‘An Eighteenth-Centuly Estate Agent’,
in Essays i British and Irish History in Homour of | E.
Todd, (ed.) H. A. Cronne, T. W, Moody and D. B. Quinn
(London, 1949); G. E. Mingay, ‘The Eighteenth-Century
Land Steward’, in Land, Labour and Population in the In-
dustrial Revolution, (ed.) E. L. Jones and G. E. Mingay
(London, 1972) ; E. Richards, ‘The Land Agent’, in The
Victorian Countryside, vol.2, (ed.) G. E. Mingay A.rouaoF
1981); D. R. Hainsworth, ‘The Essential Governor: The



Estate Steward and English Society, Historical Studies,
vol.21, no. 84 (1985). ¢ QR 24 O {v” D. R. Hains-
worth, Stewards, Lords and People: The estate steward and
his world in later Stuart England (Cambridge U. P., 1992)
QS HIE - RIE R HNOREK( | BOR-JIGKEY
O O Q80020

1 URENH<CFE ERERUE P e» v
T E«% E. M. Jancey, ‘An eighteenth-century steward
and his work’, Traunsactions of the Shropshire Archaeological
Society, vol. 56 (1957-8); D. Spring, ‘Agents to the Earls
of Durham in the Nineteenth Century’, Durham University
Journal, vol. 23 (1962); G. Firth, ‘The roles of a West Ri-
ding land steward, 1773-1803", Yorkshire Archaeological
journal, vol. 51 (1979) . xU O L K m %" ] Martin,
‘Estate stewards and their work in Glamorgan, 1660-
1760: a regional study of estate management’, Morgannwg,
vol. 23(1979) m.K°

(~) Mingay, ‘Land Steward’, p. 11.

(e») Richards, ‘Land Agent’, p.439; J. V. Beckett, The Aris-
tocracy in England 1660-1914 (Oxford, 1986) , pp.
142-3.

(=) James Caird, English Agriculture in 1850-51 (London,
1851) il REE O S 3" 2nd edition, (ed.) G. E.
Mingay (New York, 1967), p. 493.

(p) FRPE-QLHET UL HAUQO& IS D N B,

S

vol. X, art. ‘Nathaniel Kent', pp. 22-3; P.Eden (ed.), Dic-
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tionary of Land Surveyors and Local Cartographers of Great
Britain and Ireland 1550- 1850 (Folkstone, 1979) , pp.
154, 434; G. E. Fussell, More Old English Farming Books
from Tull to the Board of Agriculture 1730 to 1793
(London, 1950), pp. 101-3; P.Horn, ‘An Eighteenth-Cen-
tury Land Agent: The Career of Nathaniel Kent
(1737-1810) ", Agricultural History Review, vol. 30 pt. 1
(1982), pp. 1-16. L0010 S {v 5 0Q°

() Nathaniel Kent, Hints to Gentlemen of Landed Property,
(London, 1775), pp. vii, 268. BH | P4 HuH-© B
BV R | (The second edition, pp. vii, 282) %" &
gL (B RIndE (Supplementary Hints) | st ¥éa
LJEIHELX (new edition, pp. vii, 286) %W LTI
& BB RREUEFEUS 5% REVEINSE
REVRINNEE CHER L 40°

(=) ANASAINS | L FHESET NI N DK

L—A— DA TNNERY U - X QIR a2
DEHBRELN XMV A H RS mN
R~ RNKAIL — LR — N AW P 500° RV K7
BRI R O R U s R R T i R 48 0@ (J. Clar-
idge, Geneval View of the Agriculture, in the County of
Dorset, etc., 1793; W. Pearce, General View of the Agricul-
ture i Berkshire, etc., 1794.)°

R —2NX SN BHORR Vh—XK K3V

~

AN D DTN AVEE WK E (U 48 @° Eden (ed.) op. cit., pp.

<1 (<1)
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61, 143, 201, 434, 440.

(o) Nathaniel Kent, General View of the Agriculture of the
County of Norfolk: with Observations for the Means of its Im-
provement. Drawn up, for the Comsideration of the Board of
Agriculture and Internal Improvement, With additional Re-
marks from several vespectable Gentlemen and Farmers
(London, printed in Norwich, 1796), pp. xvi, 236. #{3K:S
DEUHREL S | PREERESNN—NT—AES
AR RO 0 A L S - U2 Q°

(@) NN R —NERHKERHMEN Y SER S R &
¥l QHHE ™ Gentleman’s Magazine, LXXX, pt.II, 1810,
p.396; LXXXI, pt. I, 1811, pp. 182-3.

(&) G. Eland (ed.), Shardeloes Papers of the Seventeenth
and Eighteenth Centuries (Oxford U. P., 1947), p. 68. =
AN ARKRSHBREL O 5 \W 127 ibid., pp. 55-69, 138.

(=) Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, pp. 9, 11-2; R.
A. C. Parker, Coke of Norfolk: A Financial and Agricultural
Study 1707- 1842 (Oxford U. P,, 1975), p. 101.

() H. A. Wyndham, A Family History, vol.2, 1688 1837;
The Wyndhams of Somerset, Sussex and Wiltshire (Oxford
U. P., 1950), pp. 301-5.

(B)  NSSREUHERSE O R - iy SEERITG S L°
Eden (ed.), op. cit, pp. 398, 478, 490, 399, 463, 476.
(3 B ZJ0NE SN DNE DrodaNyQ
R NN — e — REERME QBN RIRST—0 R
s e<<RU Lo xupv S £° Horn, ‘The Career of

LI (<1])

Nathaniel Kent’, pp. 10, 11. n. 52.

(3) Kent, Hints:+-, new ed., pp. 245-6.

() Gentleman’s Magazine, LXXXI, pt. I, 1811, p. 183.

(%) Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent, pp. 12-3.

(®) WERKRBUERRCN—F— FNNQHIE w48
43 = ]. D. Chambers and G. E. Mingay, The Agricultural
Revolution 1750-1880 (London, 1966) , pp. 46-8; G. E.
Mingay (ed.), Arthur Young and his time (London, 1975),
.44 sWHNRE®

() Kent, Hints:-+, new ed., pp. 269-74; General View, pp.
122-8.

(K) Kent, Hints---, 1st ed., pp. 191-2.

(J) Kent, General View, p. 123; Parker, op. cit, p. 54. n.
62.

() Kent, op. cit.,pp. 223-5.

(R)  ibid. p. 225.

() ibid., pp. 123-4, 126, & NLUHRHE” N—NFR—
ELCH—RIBECHEDBIH OOO¥% N &0 |IR%
NeRHUURET 4450 [T PR L] O Q487
VI PWRL—R—QRELE DS BROR[UIRE
AU Q@ (Parker, op. cit.,, p. 77-8)°

(8) Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, p. 9. n. 47.

(&) Kent, Hints++, 1st ed., p. 8.

() Kent, op. cit., pp. 72-3.

() BOCHWRWwLQL O \wvi3” Chambers and Mingay, op.
cit, pp. 34, 73-5; Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, p.



5; Mingay (ed.) ,Arthur Young and his time, pp. 102-12 ¥
HgEe

(&) Kent, Hints -, new ed., p.255.

() Kent, op. cit., pp. 256-8; Hints+-, 1st ed., pp. 74-5.

() Kent, Hints:-+, new ed., pp. 258-62; General View, pp.
75-8. H NI —IN ¥ QRILRER - {{-H LIRS IR
S QI ERIE 32" F. M. L. Thompson, Chartered Sur-
veyors: the growth of a profession (London, 1968) pp. 32-8
SO

(&) Kent, Hints--, 1st ed., pp. 205-6, 221.

(83) Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’,pp.5-6.

() Kent, op. cit., pp. 211-8.£%.07 {0 Q-LHEEHI R
BB 4850 1) A0 & N T RFGFE O W 5 4 (Kent,
General View, p. 133)°

() Gentleman’s Magazine, LXXXI, pt. I, 1811, p. 183 ; Kent,
Hints---, 1st ed., p. 17.

(8) " Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, p. 3. ~— N 4 —
NEHKBHLWUY BEOREHEARES
(land-valuer) A D v € & & O % H | H o &k
(land-improver) AJMRA$ XU R 80 #) A58 408 W BKBH O 550
(Gentleman’s Magazine, 1811, p. 183.)° _

(%) Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, pp.9-10.

(8) Kent, General View, p. 111.

(&) Kent, Hints---, new ed., pp. 280-1; 1st ed., p.170;
General View, p.116.

(2) Kent, Hints:--, new ed., pp. 278-9; General View,

P <EHEKERNS S SN2 UIROERER [HEE |

p.107.

(5) Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, pp. 9. n. 48, 10.

(¥) ibid, pp. 10, 14.

() ibid, pp. 3-4; D. N. B. vol. XXI, art. ‘William Wind-
ham’, pp. 643-6.

(F) Mingay, ‘Land Steward’, p.9.

2) Eland(ed.), Shardeloes Papers, p. 69.

(¥) Wyndham, A Family History, vol.2, p. 302; Horn, ‘“The
Career of Nathaniel Kent’, p. 10.

(%) Kent, Hints:+-, new ed., pp. 265-7.

(L) Kent, op. cit.,pp. 267-8. _

() SALRHANNDT—INFERL500) 8 O LUHF C RBIE
LRV~ Y AEE HEKEVIRECEVS
MEATYSRNG - 2R VRV eV
& s@° Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, p.4; Eland
(ed.), op. cit., p. 69.

(8) Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, p.15.

(Z) Thompson, Chartered Surveyors, pp. 48-50.

) AN ELTARGURDY RiERC | BwENEY
REVIRREWV IR [HBIRL ~ 0 v (by means of the
Hammer) | I | X QE VIR KX L0 VY v 3 00°
Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, p. 11.

(B) TALORE XENHERANLI—QUQ NDRYT
SRANF VHBERRD SRIRW B LiE o ikEkpe
Eden (ed.), Dictionary of Land Surveyors, p.478.

() Kent, Hints-+-, 1st ed., pp. 259, 228 ; General View, p.
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192.

(13) Kent, Hints:-+, 1st ed., pp. 247-58.

(8) Kent, op. cit,, pp. 241-3. & N~ QIS DIL LIS HER
BT O« @ NN KA g 2585078 3 Ko i-0 ©
RS E° WMUNNDN T —BR (BHP— DTN - R
X - QUEAMN-) 913 2 QAU @RI HAE © B TR R
USROS N AW OO0 5° G E. Fussell, The
English Rural Labourer: His howme, furnmituve, clothing and
food from Tudor to Victorian times (London, 1949) , pp.
47-8.

(%5) Kent, Hints-+-, 1st ed. pp.263-4.

() Kent, op. cit,, pp. 234-5. LIHHS ¢ SRR © mid
W PSEAC 1) QIR HKIE LR O L3 S KEH -~V -
VENBOATYANRRIKNT T S FNLNET DH
NY — R E LS H2 O R e° P Horn, The Rural
World 1780-1850: Social Change in the English countryside
(London, 1980), p. 25.

(R) Kent, Hints---, 1st ed., pp.218-9, 234-7; new ed., p.
285,

() Horn, ‘The Career of Nathaniel Kent’, pp. 7-8, 14.

(3) Kent, Hinise++, st ed., pp. 260, 263; General View, pp.
162-3. RO EE Y BRL VIIMRIEHE © HIE kw4 5
R RISV R T TR L UL S AU R0 (Hints e,
1st ed., p. 260.)°

Q) Kent, Hints:-+, 1st ed., pp. 264-5.

(8) =K Kent, Hints-+-, new ed., pp. 280-1; General View,

=

p. 156.

<) Kent, Hints:-+, 1st ed., pp. 266-8.

(*8) Kent, Hints-++, new ed., pp. 282.

(&) Kent, op. cit., pp. 282-3.

(55)  ibid., p. 286.

(8) wA-USBLIBRILH )V R<OCEERVE <"
A SIS D SRR AT K s © 4l O LI~ 34 ) B
O R U S CRIR w43 5° Kent, Hints -+, 1st ed,, p.
231 ;new ed., p 284.

(@) 1. G. Gazley, The Life of Arthur Young 1741-1820
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