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‘There was something chaotic yet complete [yu
wu hun ch’eng],

Which existed before the creation [sheng] of heav-



en and earth.
Without sound and formless [chi hsi liao hsi],

It stands alone [tu] and does not change.
It pervades all [t'ung hsing] and is free from
danger [pu tai];
It can be regarded then as the mother of the world
" [t’en-hsia mu].
I do not know its proper name but will call it
Tao.
If forced to give it a name, I shall call it great.
Great means “moving away” [shih].
“Moving away” means ,far way” [yiian]
And “far away” means [ultimately] to return [fan].
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There was something in a state of fusion before
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heaven and earth were formed,
How tranquil, How void it is;

Duyvendak
There was something nebulous yet complete,

Born before Heaven and Earth.
Silent empty,
de Bary
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Tao’s standard is the Spontaneous. Bodde
Whilst the Tao models itself being what it is.
Hughes

The Way conforms to its own nature.  Blakney
Tao follows the law of its intrinsic nature.

Chu‘ Ta-kao
Tao follows the way of itself. de Bary
The Tao came into being by itself. Needham ]
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