EfEAXFZZHMBHRI NI U
Keio Associated Repository of Academic resouces

Title FIIE HEEEN
Sub Title
Author
Publisher =HEZS
Publication year |1986
Jtitle S5 % (The historical science). Vol.56, No.3 (1986. 11) ,p.2(413)- 2(413)
JaLC DOI
Abstract
Notes
Genre
URL https://koara.lib.keio.ac.jp/xoonips/modules/xoonips/detail.php?koara_id=AN00100104-19861100-

0153

BREZBAEZMERRD NJ(KOARA)ICEBREATVA IV TV OEFIER., ThThOEEE, FRFTLRERLRTECREL. TOEMNGEHEEECLST
REENTVET, 5|ALCHLE> TR, BEELZEETLTIRALEEL,

The copyrights of content available on the KeiO Associated Repository of Academic resources (KOARA) belong to the respective authors, academic societies, or
publishers/issuers, and these rights are protected by the Japanese Copyright Act. When quoting the content, please follow the Japanese copyright act.



http://www.tcpdf.org

[

A&

features and characteristics in the various texts are sometimes even contradic-
tory, at first sight. There would appear to be many Hs: wd}ig mus who have
separate roles.

I suggest, however, that there was a single multifaceted and multiform goddess
who was called Hsi wang mu, or the Mother in the West. She had. a variety of
functions like mother goddesses in other areas. In this paper, an attempt is
made to undcrstand her origins and her various characteristics, making reference
to the fundamental nature of the mother goddess. Near Eastern sources relating
to the cult of great mother goddesses (Cybele, Anat and Inanna) are erﬁployed
for comparative purposes. ,

Such a comparative method in the study of mythology is useful in order to
identify mother goddess in China and other regions of the world. In other
words, it leads to the phenomenology of mother goddesses. This particular

method is needed for the study of Chinese mother goddesses because matriarchal

society in China was corrupsed very early, perhaps even before the Shang-Yin

period, and after that the idea of the mother goddess was lost. The method that
is used here aims to revive the original image of this powerful mother goddess of

ancient China.
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