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Abstract

Il va sans dire que "Voyages en France" d'Arthur Young est un des plus importants parmi les
documents historiques traitant de la societe francaise du XVlll*e siecle. Les historiens francais
depuis Tocqueville I'ont cite dans leurs oeuvres. Tout d'abord, nous etudierons ici la vie et la
carriere d'Arthur Young, les raisons et les circonstances de ses voyages. |l vint en France sur
l'invitation de Lazowski qui fut precepteur de la Rochefoucauld. Ensuite, nous etudierons l'aspect
documentaire de "Voyages en France". On sait que cet ouvrage est un document d'histoire de
I'agriculture. Nous traiterons de ses autres aspects. Dans son fond, I'ouvrage possede un trait de
la personalite de Young ; de plus l'esprit de la nation anglaise, la geographic historique, les moeurs
et les coutumes de la fin de 'ancien regime et le temoignage de la Revolution francaise marquent
I'oeuvre. Nous le montrerons par maints exemples. Puis nous etudierons son influence litteraire.
Par exemple, Stendhal ecrivit dans son journal a la date du 31 mars 1810 : A. Young reveille le
desir de voyager en France, son livre a la main, mais il faudrait aussi avoir une passion dans le
coeur pour y trouver autant de passion que lui...Nous ferions une description du caractere francais
dans les diverses provinces du pays. Enfin, nous etudierons comment et dans quelle mesure
"Voyages en France" a ete utilise dans les ouvrages principaux de George Lefebvre, ceux qui
traitent de la fin de I'ancien regime et du debut de la Revolution francaise. Il est evident que
Lefebvre utilisa plutot que les documents d'histoire de I'agriculture, ceux sur les moeurs et les
coutumes et les temoignages sur la Revolution. C'est pourquoi l'interet de "Voyages en France"
deborde largement le cadre de I'histoire de I'agriculture.
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(%) Ibid., p.109 ,
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M $10° The Autobiography of Arthur Young, p.279
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Q). Maxwell, Travelsin France., pp. 76-77 *“ The remains
of departed genius stamp a melancholy idea, from which
decoration would depart too much, dnd accordingly
there is little. We viewed the scene in a still evening. -

The declining sun threw a lengthened shade on the
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lake, and silence seemed to repose on its cwﬁ:mwmm
bosom ; as some poet says, I forget who.” ,

(&) Young, Travels, during the Yeatrs 1787, 1788 and
1789, reprinted wwwoM New York, Tome L. p.272; Jacques
Voisine, J.-J. Rousseau en Angleterre & I’époque rom-
antique, les écrits mcﬁo_&omwm@rﬂcmm et la légende, Di-
‘dier, 1956. pp. 123-24. - .

() Mazxwell, Editorial Note, c.uﬂ:&«@ Editor’s Intro-
duction, b Xviii , o :

(&) Maxwell, Editor’s Introduction, p. xix.

(8) Maxwell, Travels in France., @@.Nﬂ,tmm.

(%) Ibid, pp.40-41

(XD 1Ibid., p.101 “he showed and explained to us all his
plantations, but chiefly prides himself on the exotics;
and I was sorry to find in proportion not to their pr-
omised utility, but merely to their Hm:.:%.r . v

(&) Ibid, p.93 “no names ought to be permitted but th-
ose of the king, whose merit patronizes, and the engi-
neer or artist whose genius executes the work.”

(8) W IORPoHMIARMEE R $E-n—n > &
doHrtn REENIEIES 1) —Nl ;H,&U W. Gordon East,
The Geography behind History, New York, 1965. pp. 1-
JERENA | |

(1=

mﬂv. Maxwell, Travels in France., p. 16

(3) 1Ibid,, p.79 ‘

¢(8R) 1Ibid, p.24 - - |

(&) Ibid, p.44 “On one side, the vast range of the
Pyreneces trend away till lost in remoteness. On the
other, the eternal snows of the Alps pierce the clouds.
The whole view one of the most stupendous to be
seen, when a clear sky wwgoﬁamﬂmm these distant
objects.”

(1) Ibid., pp. 49-50. pp.51-52

() Sée, La France économique et sociale au XVIIIe
siecle, Paris, 1967, p.34 =i INNN K QR NHL
— ] |

(%) Sée, Introduction mmmbm Voyages en France) p.6.

(8) Maxwell, Travels in France, pp. 262-265.

(R HE&;. p.75 “1 watched their carriage narrowly, to
see their vmeionn in the presence of a great lord of
the first .Hmsw. considerable property, and E_mw in favour;
and it was with pleasure that I found them behaving
with becoming ease and freedom, and ﬂrocwv modest,
and without anything like flippancy, yet without any
obsequiousness ommSm?m to English ideas. They stated

their opinions freely, and adhered to them with becoming



confidence.” |
(2> 1Ibid, p.173 “This woman, at no 'great distance,
might have been taken for mwaN or ,mm<m53m her mmcmm
. was so bent, and her face so furrowed and hardened
by Hmwocﬁ but she said she was only twenty-eight. An
Englishman who has not travelled cannot imagine the
figure made by infinitely the greater wmifom the coun-
try-women in m,:.:aom.: AN L ok — X [HY2

NN K QK] (@SR 80 (KL R | O

| — 1Ot i |

(%) J-J. Rousseau, Les confessions, Bibliothéque de la
Pléiade. Paris, 1959, pp. 163-164 J-Und't’ %=t o h—
W IREEHI- 401 RN RKIRAHKEE TR ~—1  (IORERHD |
OHimgs >mnd oindus” ¢ —« P23~ TN
NRNEEED (KXBED 110D BHEREEH | 00— |
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&) Maxwell, Travels in France, p.173 “It was said,
at present, that something was to be done by woBm
great folks for such poor ones, but she did not know
who nor how, but God send us better, car les tailles et
les droits nous écrasent.”

() Gouverneur Morris, A diary of the french revolu-

e Al SN q7u77/z¢ﬁ_/ﬁg \Komf_

tion. 2vols., 1939, w,m@ib.ﬁmm 1972

(3) Réstif de la Bretonne, Les nuits de Paris, ou le

Spectateur nocturne. ﬁosma.mmu Paris, :mwx:@w Emm#m.‘m
I = R BEEER | RKREE

) Maxwell, Travels in France., p. 142 « The spectacle
of the representatives of twenty-five millions of people,
just emerging from the evils of 200 years of arbitrary
wo,iwﬁ and rising to the blessings of a freer constitu-
tion, assembled with open &oon. under the eye of the
public, was framed to call into mswﬁbmﬁmm mmm:smm every
latent spark, every emotion of a .:wmam,_. bosom ;-
5407 QX N BIERIHE N 0 fe X 01900° BRRIEH |4
e | |

(£) Maxwell, op. cit., pp. 142-144 pp. 152-153.
(%) ﬂu&... p. .:m “Letters from Paris! all confusion _‘,

the ministry removed. Mons. Necker ordered to quit
the kingdom without noise. The effect on the people
of Nancy was considerable. I was with Mons. Willemet
when his letters arrived, and for some time his house
was full of inquirers; all mmwmmm?;m.ﬂ it was fatal

news, and that it would occasion great commotions.”

(%) Ibid, pp.182-183. p. 200, p. 207
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Fm—0 > YIEZQ O] #HEKIHRE | RVNEE" | |
~ | I $ QRO Y. w642 1 ] 1 — | PPk
ERNOURICHO=K - N0 S v’ D. Mornet, Les or-
igines intellectuelles de la révolution francaise, Paris,
1933.2°éd. 1967. pp. 516-517 sW4EE° |
() The Y.Pcﬁogo.mamwww of Arthur M‘o,czm; p. 224 J pp.
 467-468. . |
7Y Maxwell, op. vo:.k p. xvii .
&Y Stendhal, Oeuvres intimes, Bibliothéque de la PI-
éiade, Paris, 1955, pp. 910-911 “ A. Young réveille le
,mmmma, de vovager en m,.wmsom, son livre & la main, mais
il faudrait aussi avoir une passion dans le coeur -pour
y trouver -autant &mgw_mwmma que -lui----- Nous ferions
une description du caractére ?w:omwm dans les diverses
provinces du pays.” . . o
(8) Mémoires d’un touriste, 1838 A Voyage de Borde-
‘aux 4 Valence (580 Voyage dans le Midi de la
France), 1938. . ‘

2) Ferdinand Rude, Stendhal et la pensée sociale de
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u James Friguglietti, Bibliographie m@ Georges Lefe-
wSB Paris, 1972. pp. 9-12 30 ROEE®

(18) G. Lefebvre, Les paysans du Nord wnbmwsﬁ la Rév-
olution frangaise, Bari, 1959. xxvii--923p.

(%) G. Lefebvre, Les paysans du Zo&.wmsamsd la Ré-
volution francaise, Paris, 1972. xxv+1013+v. p. xi

(2 O..H&mdim, Questions agraires au temps de la

iii+274p.

ﬁH ‘Paris,

Terreur, Paris, 2¢¢d. rev. et aug., 1954,
2Y  G. Lefebvre, mﬁ:mmm‘OimmSmw_wmm“
276p. . 11, 1963 |
(8) G. Lefebvre, Ormiuosam la fin de H>52mﬁ Régi-
me et au début de la Révolution, Caen, 1965. 296p.
(@) G. Lefebvre, La Grande Peur de 1789, Paris, 1932,
272p. |
() 1Ibid., p.45,p.81,p.101

1962,
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(8) G. Lefebvre, m,o:_.mm révolutionnaires (dans Etudes

<

sur la Révolution Tmﬂmm_mm Paris, 1954. pp.371-392) p.
377. p. 383.

(3D G. Lefebvre, Ozmﬂwm.ﬁsmﬁ.bmcﬁ Paris, 1970.

(18) G. Lefebvre, R. Guyot et Ph. Sagnac, La Révolut-
ionfrancaise, Paris, 1930.583p. v & =4 QE® p.17

mﬁv O Lefebvre, La Révolution francaise, Humﬁm 1963.
698p. ,
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