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Essay on the Civil Service Examination
System (ﬂ?‘é“ﬁ%ﬂ&) in Annam (%F5).
by RyoJi Takeda.

This article was written as a part of the Study of the History
of Civil Service Examination (F}Z) in Annam (ZFg). In Annam
(%pFd), it was provided that the applicants for the Civil Service Ex-
amination were required to pass the preliminary test of abilities.
This préliminary test was called “Hach” (&) in Nguyén Dynasty
(Eﬁﬁ).‘ This test was given by the professors and teachers of the
sub-division of the Provirice (&), at the year when the Civil
Service Examination took place. The results of this test were taken
‘under the reconsideration of the President (£8J/) or Professor
(F13£) of National College (EFE) or the Chief of the Educational
Department (%) of Province (4§Jf). This preliminary test was
given on the same subjects as those of Civil Service Examination.

The candidates who passed this test were exempted from the
military service and corvée either for one year or for half a year,
and eligible for Civil Service Examination.

The oldest case of this preliminary test that the sources at
my disposal can prove is presumed to be about the reign of Than-
tong (8952) (1460-1490) of the L& Dynasty (ZRHH).

It is generally believed that the Civil Service Examination in
China. was open only to the students of the Public Shools But in
Annam, any precise regulation can not be found concerning this
point. Therefore I may safely say as a provisibnal‘ conclusion that
such a close relationship between public school and Civil Service
Examination did not exist in Annam as in China.



