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Much was done, in the first place, in the removal of privilege
—of creed, birth, and wealth, The support of the Whigs had
for two centuries been drawn largely from the Protestant Dis-
senters, and Liberal parliaments now Hmwm&% abolished compul-
sory Church rates, disestablished the Anglican Church in Ire-
land, and admiited Nonconformists to full membership of the
ancient English universities. Privilege of social connection was
~ abolished in the upper ranks of the Civil Service, and compe-
titive examinations were introduced. Privilege of wealth was
weakened in the Army by the termination of the practice of
purchasing commissions. Private. patronage was abolished in
the Scottish Established Kirk. The power of wealth and pres-
tige was lessened by the introduction of voting by ballot at
wmzmmEabSQ elections, and :Ha,.OoBEoum gave up to the Cou-
rts their wss privilege of trying election petitions. pp. 155-156
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