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FHOKIAEORELIEE
— color/colour BBk

Y PE—

1 i

PFEDOREZ OB EFHFLRIIB O THICH RSN TELTEEZ LT —FTH
5. B BRSO E RS, B, TERERR, ek, Bk, il & £ L
THEERFNLBNP OB E HEHEREOH LWL MHAL T 71—
FENTE 72 ARTIY EF 2 IEHEEOWEIZBNTH, £ OMROERISD
5. DERIIBRTOREEL VST, BRI H2HFEL L THhLE, EHL D
D7ZF T H100GHIXEITHER 5.

X <mbinsd @& L Canalyzelanalyse, center/centre, defenseldefence, distill/
distil, judgment/judgement 7 253 CIZHR &N 5. & ) bIFFESH % D orlour
DXIES S HET Z5ED) BB LI CHWONL S DIZR-TH, LT X

CELRBITHIENTES.

arbo(u)r, ardo(u)r, armo(u)r, armo(u)rer, armo(u)ry, behavio(u)r, cando(u)r,
clamo(u)r,clango(u)r,colo(u)r,demeano(u)r,dolo(u)r,enamo(u)r,
endeavo(u)r, favo(u)r, favo(u)rite, favo(u)ritism, fervo(u)r, flavo(u)r, harbo(u)r,
hono(u)r, hono(u)rable, humo(u)r, labo(u)r, misdemeano(u)r, neighbo(u)r,
neighbo(u)rhood, odo(u)r, parlo(u)r, ranco(u)r, rigo(u)r, rumo(u)r, savo(u)r,

savo(u)ry, splendo(u)r, succo(u)r, tumo(u)r, valo(u)r, vapo(u)r, vigo(u)r

AT, OV XA MO TS BHIEOEE Vo TX W colo(ur 12 %
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MThH. 7 A B K color & 4 F1) A3 colour DxFIATD W T, —#EIZ 1T D
FTORIEZEDH L & H 1T, Noah Webster D3ZEEAR K E W EFIEHEN L. LA L,
Webster & O Wi DRI E THlo THRTFORBNOBELEZ D & &, KRR
or & our DIENT O  BBREDP O BIRIROFRH AR L T& 22 Li2ko<. 2
OREIZIE, 72227222004 TIXF F 2\, T004E L EOBER AR ERTW 20T
bH2%. T OHIT, TDEELOBMZ v T <L

B, AR TIEFEEIE KL T COLOR @ & 9 12K L, BFIXFHET color,
colour D X H [ZHKALT 5.

2 BUSERI O

KIEEFETD color & colour DHAFIZOWT, FTBURZMERLTBZH. 3L 7
AN B PFEDOMREN T —/3Z COCA &, 4 X) AFED BNCweb % IV THIA L
7o R R 3. BARIYIC 1L COLOR DRI, IRAFE, Hi6 7% &0 TR I iR
FTAREZH, AN SN L > < #FE 2 FH L T, COLOR, COLORS, COLORED
(LA 3JE 3T & L C), COLORFUL, COLORLESS, DISCOLOR D6 D FETE %
Wy Hsice &7,

COCA # 727 A1) W IEFEORAEIC LR, 7 AV RO or 25, PHEMEY 12
FERN295%MHOLETH LN TWD. L2 L, #l2w2IE, 5% 138 Tld A
FYAXEEING our HWOENTWE. ZOHFIZ, 4 ) AFEFEORN & LK
5 & BIRER .

BNCweb % Fi\V 724 ¥ AEFLOFTAERRE A THADL L, 9% 1T EE V) FIT
FEBIETA ) ARD our ’HVHENTWE. 7 A ABEFH ST

21: COCA \Z & B color & colour DIBFE

FEIE or our or It
COLOR 124,778 4,792 0.9630
COLORS 33,225 1,886 0.9463
COLORED 5,553 179 0.9688
COLORFUL 10,871 412 0.9635
COLORLESS 1,000 57 0.9461
DISCOLOR 110 0 1.0000
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3R2: BNCweb \Z& % color & colour DYEFE

R or our our 3
COLOR 115 11,332 0.9900
COLORS 24 4,396 0.9946
COLORED 14 2432 0.9943
COLORFUL 6 1,093 0.9945
COLORLESS 4 166 0.9765
DISCOLOR 1 19 0.9500

2YBOBZHERL THL L FHFICHEN BN A VS LEDD (T2
) A ZHEOTHEER D LD 0) OLPICHbNLLOFHILSh, Zhaeil
FIWTEZ LI EDPHFENDLDTHIUL, our EIZE HI2100% 1HDL 725 9.
CDORTIE, A FY) AEFEDIET) PRPEHICOWT—HLTEBY, 72V A 3HEGE
BOLAAETOERSERTEALILEHTES.

WA, KREEFEOIEIC L & F 53, MR OEFEFHEFITB T S color & colour
DHADOBIRZMHICATB E 20, 2O HMICIE, GloWbE D IETH 5. 2D

T =8 21F20 7 H 2 B OWEFEEM A RAE L2 1MEEN S R A KT —/SA T, E
FHDOWEPEI AT R AR E o TV A, ZORERKEEZET L. TT7 2
U B3 color VBT 5757 %, RIZA T AR colour T 5757 %RZED.

B DI Y IZELIIEA F)AKDP LW ETFRENDZEHET V7 D

X1: GloWbE \Z& B color DR ST

CHANGE TO VERTICAL CHART /_CLICK TO SEE CONTEXT
SECTION ALL us CA GB IE AU NZ IN K PK BD G MY PH HK ZA NG GH KE Tz ™M
FREQ 83749 | 31126 | 5252 | 5801 | 1597 | 2582 | 1786 | 6069 | 2064 | 2882 | 2936 | 3320 | 2660 | 4053 | 3503 | 1185 | 1174 | 1196 | 1189 | 1466 | 1890

WORDS (M) | 1900 | 386.8 | 134.8 | 387.6 | 101.0 | 1482 | 81.4 | 96.4 | 466 | 51.4 | 39.5 | 43.0 | 41.6 | 432 | 405 | 454 | 426 | 388 | 41.1 [ 352 | 396

PERMIL | 44.08 | 80.47 |38.97 | 14.97 | 15.81 | 17.42 | 21.94 | 62.94 | 4431 | 56.11 | 74.36 | 77.46 | 64.09 | 93.71 | 86.60 | 26.12 | 27.53 | 30.85 | 28.96 | 41.70 | 47.76

X2: GloWbE \Z & 3 colour DHIHID 7

CHANGE TO VERTICAL CHART /_CLICK TO SEE CONTEXT
SECTION | ALL [ Us | ca | GB IE AU | NZ | IN w [ ek | BD [ s6 | My | P [k |[2a | NG| GH | KE| TZ | M

FREQ 86039 | 3669 | 7143 | 26443 | 6156 | 10743 | 6051 | 3689 | 2125 | 1658 | 1163 | 2571 | 2336 | 683 | 1810 | 3187 | 1205 | 1011 | 1356 | 1222 | 1818

WORDS (M) | 1900 | 386.8 | 134.8 | 387.6 | 101.0 | 148.2 | 81.4 | 964 | 466 | 51.4 | 395 | 43.0 | 41.6 | 432 | 405 | 454 | 426 | 388 | 411 | 352 [ 396

PERMIL | 4528 | 9.49 | 53.00 | 68.22 | 60.93 | 72.49 | 74.35 | 38.26 | 45.62 | 32.28 | 29.45 | 59.83 | 56.09 | 15.79 | 44.75 | 70.25 | 28.26 | 26.08 | 33.02 | 34.76 | 45.94
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4 2R E o T B 2%, FEI37 2 ARXBTDIT) HBEHO L9 72 EFEDOIEHED
T AN IEDOFENFbNL. — T, 75 7 OEME CREZKRL) Ty
7V RHEDPEESTBY, ZITETFHEY A F) AXDMESETH L. LM
WCHEFEF->TWB T 7 ZEETIE, METO2IT ST ERE L %\, color/colour
DR Z HIREMOMEE L TR LARARIEBELY)SOH S L9 72

3 color/colour DIENDFEIR

BURO DA MR L2 TA T, BREZIRY K- T <. color/colour DIFEND
EHEPHR S U, PIGRHIC BT 2040, £ LT7 A2 ) A3k % & Ll U
WCBT 202 BBIL L 9.

BT 2 3K color 1R L TA F1) A3 colour DRRTZEORANLAZIE LTS
NTWLH00, ZORFIZEH L T, YEaEPEFRICHDONI Y05 [BFOR
] ELTHEREND V) FEZITEALH SN TR,

COFEE, 7T VT [t 2EIRT %45 color(em) [CHKT 5. 2O T 7
Y HEEMHEREIZ, BV 7 T v A& L TI3004E SIS SRR IS S
72 EFETor & our DM TRENEIRT L OFEN T T VEHRZEDN, Zh 6D
77 VRIS BT BRI, [ E O RS R IEERISHE 5 T or & 7% B OEHNE
> 72. colorem, ardorem, dolorem, favorem, flavorem, honorem, humorem, laborem,
rumorem, vigorem D Z &L { Th 5.

W79 VAFETIE, SNSDT T VFED or DTS ND L & B, our ZD
o BT B b, PHIREIE L. 2 LT, 207 7 ¥ ZFRICBT 55
R EFEINCD Z 0L ERBAENDL T LT h o7z B, HHEFHETIE or &
our DB FHPMEREINS. D F D, BULD orfour }LAZD R 3 5 BT DFENIE,
PEFHEVI XD BT T Y AFRIIBVWT, FTAHEANENDTH %.

4 ISR O
OED @ colour | color,n.l (& A&, ZOiEd4iFHE L CHhEEHOPFIETH S

13004EEEHICLL F D X H ICHIH$ 5.
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colur £\ ) BEHHZ BH5, TIUIHEFFEIC B 2 RAM OB T oMM 72 b O
DIDTHB. ZOFEET T V3 color 7 HWHEE, HAH\VNET T ¥ AFE colur & #EH
LT Anshizdbol sh, 2% & LiLoROFIOBRTIL, 7 7 v AF
BHON—PERIETLELIICHAZDH, FEENEFLEHMTE R V. 7T VR
B BT H LM TH 4 T, OED OFEFEMIC XL, R L ) IR BT

FEIC

c1300 St. Patrick’s Purgatory (Laud) 1. 562 in C. Horstmann Early S.-Eng.
Legendary (1887) 216 He..axede him of 3wuch colur were heuene op-rizt

pere.

DORFITE DO THET

77 A

Anglo-Norman colur, culur, coler, coloure, coleure, collour, Anglo-Norman
and Old French, Middle French color, colour, coulour, Old French coulor,
Old French, Middle French, couleur, coleur, Middle French colleur,

coullour, etc.

BILTRESLATFTWARW. 0ED LV EBFED) 2 M 2T LS.

(54)

ME coleour, ME coleure, ME colewre, ME colovre, ME coulur, ME culur,
ME kolour, ME-15 collore, ME-15 colowr, ME-15 colowre, ME-15 culoure,
ME-16 coler, ME-16 coleur, ME-16 colore, ME-16 coloure, ME-16 colur,
ME-16 colure, ME-16 cullour, ME-16 culour, ME- color (now U.S.), ME-
colour, IME clour, IME (in a late copy) 15-16 collor, 15 colloure, 15 collyr, 15
cooler, 15 cooller, 15 coollor, 15 coollour, 15 coollur, 15 coolore, 15 cooloure,
15 coullar, 15 coulloure, 15 coulore, 15 cowler, 15-16 coller, 15-16 coolor, 15-
16 coolour, 15-16 couler, 15-16 coullour, 15-16 coulor, 15-16 couloure, 15-
16 culler, 15-16 cullor, 15-16 culloure, 15-17 collour, 15-17 couller, 15-17
coullor, 15-17 coulour; Scottish pre-17 coiller, pre-17 coller, pre-17 colleur,
pre-17 collor, pre-17 collour, pre-17 colloure, pre-17 colore, pre-17 coloure,

pre-17 colowr, pre-17 colowre, pre-17 colur, pre-17 couler, pre-17 couller, pre-

HHTIEZ D L) BT OLSRED A S NT278, FEEM T H LRI



17 coullour, pre-17 coulour, pre-17 culler, pre-17 cullor, pre-17 cullour, pre-

17 culloure, pre-17 culour, pre-17 17-18 color, pre-17 17- colour.

HIEFETOMBIBITIEH § % &, MED @ colour ® S L Db & Tix, L&KM
G RETE LT colour DIEH culur, colur, coler 3T HNT W 5. £ 72, #) ]+
WFEM O T F A P ERIERT B LAEME 2 XU, mfllofl & L, 131
(OED OWIMAER L Y # TR \D) 205 O culur, colur, F 7214415 @
colurs, colour, colures DFISHHENE SN2 Y BT D TE RBP4
EDD, IS DRFOFTZNL, I EFEN O % 2 TORMIX 3R S X5 & B
BRD3H BB W2 Z L3 L.

=, BIIFPREFEIN I T, i e LCldor X0 D owr BUIFENS L) IX7%
=722 & 7%, Chaucer 75 DB L Y /RIZ E 5 (Anson 37-38) . ZHUIfFH & T
25 M ER O GERETIE, JEFETH 7 7 Y AFEIC R b o THMEIHE2EHilC
HKHLLOPERTHY, BREEHOREETHHILZRTDIZor L1 BN
WKCREDELOND our D) DI ENT2ALEEZEZOLNE. Z LT, HRICHEED
FIEHICB o ThLh, (XY R) HEHETIE, 77 ¥ AEMRIEE 2R LTS
cour WETZBHFE L TRIFESN, T TEH L Lo T o7 7L, or b T
FAAEEDSHH T ANV E LT A TR L2 L3R L TR E 2w,

FREO X ICHIFIBHEZAS, TEFEICE R B L IE, COREDHEREICHBLL 7ok
ML Y, T TIE2EH OB T Z1DORFTFTHL D, 220OFFTHRL N L
W) B — IR D color/colour BED T — RSN L L VW) T L 72
FEICBIT 5 COREORIRIZRIEY [97 VBT vs 77 Y AT 1S, b L
(IE [75 Y AFEDIDDRK T vs 7T ¥ ABEOROBT] I2hH b L voTIw,

5 EARIEEW D5 A

EREFEIC OV, FFRRFETFA I EZWNDIA T4 v a—I82R
ARCHER % J\~"C color/colour D53 Ai % B L 722 Ml a— S 227 7 £ A L,
T “color®” B L U “colour*” & AL, ENZFNOHKEZMY) ML, Z2ITHh 5
4O DHEEREL L7z, SOREIC X ), T OREEIZOWT, 1600-19994F %
X L72HHRENC, Z L C1R20 Y ¥ Y VNS 2 2 E AT REE %2 5. LT D
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K ICHWAERRSE Yy Y IVOBFIZLTO@E) TH 5.

e P1=1600-49, P2 =1650-99, P3 = 1700-49, P4 = 1750-99,
P5 = 180049, P6 = 1850-99, P7 = 190049, P8 = 1950-99
¢ a=advertising, d = drama, f = fiction, h = sermons, j = journals, | = legal,

m = medicine, n = news, p = early prose, s = science, x = letters, y = diaries

T AF) AEEPH AT ) B3HT 2V A 3K color DBEZRL, M4
A FY A colour DFAHTH 5. WifF %2 Y 5§, £ FY ZAREFETIIRAU 2
b 59 13T colour —IBEN L Vo T L,

WRIZT A ARFEICHT 2MER RS L0 PHEY)OHRTH 5.
P4 (1750-994F) % T % Z TR/ < colour DFRFANIEBII 7223, PS LI I3
FLCHEBL ADY I color H3HTT W <. P5 &\ 213, Noah Webster 2% An
American Dictionary of the English Language % W L 72 18284F % & T 2} fil#d D Iy
REGTHY, 7 A I XEEDPZ DR EORH 2 2720 EA L Twolz
Bz X{EbLTwa.

SEOMAETIE, 3T 7 A MO TEERN RO LERT LI LIEITE
2 h o 72735, Anson (36-41) 12 X M, AR KEFE W @ orlour DIENIT D W T iE
HIREFHFW - HEFHEFHERIPICLCO9DH 5. 600 213, 161D 4 F
YA VAt 2 ZABNS B B BEEA O )5 O J1E 25 doubt 72 & DRE IR T
(etymological spelling) # IR L7z &) T Lid X L ASNT W5 (cf. Hotta) 7%,

X3: ARCHER \Z& %1 X 1) REFBIZH TS color DY+ L IVRIDT

140 ARCHER Period-Genre Sorter for BrE

BrE Sum

P1

P 112t

P3

@
=

P4
P5
P6

Frequency

n)
o

P7

2
1
0
0
1
8
0
3

P8 281

~|o|lo|lo|o|o|lo|o|~=|a

f
0
0
0
0
1
3
0
1
5

o|lo|lo|oc|o|o|o|o|o|w
w|~|lo|v|o|lo|o|o|o|s
w lm|o|w|o|oloo|o|w=
o|lo|lo|o|o|o|o|o|o| =
~|lo|lo|o|o|lo|o|~=|ofB
o|lo|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|e
—~|lo|lo|o|o|o|o|o|~|®
o|lo|lole|oleole|eo|olx
—|olo|~]o|lolo|o|oln
o|lo|o|o|o|o|o|o|o|«

Sum 15

P1 P2 P3 P4 PS P6 P7 P8
Period
Ma Od mf COh Wj Ol @m Mn Cp Ms Ox My
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X4: ARCHER \Z& 214 X 1) RZEZBIZH T B colour DT v 2 IVEI DT

BE|a|a| 6|5 1]m|alp]e x|y [Sam 7 ARCHER Period-Genre Sorter for BrE
p1| 0| 3| 0|o| o|t| ofo|2| o|o| o 6
P2 | o| 5| 8fof 1|o|21|0f0|19]|0| 2| 56 56
P3| o 1| 3|o| 6|1[31]|ofo|2s|1| 1| 69
P4 | 0| 4| 5|o| 2[o|11|ofo| 90| 4| 35| T
ps |18] 1| 71| 2|1| 1|o|o| 8|o| 1| 40 %.'
ps 34| 2| 8[o| o[1] s[o[o| 2[2] 3] eo| =28
p7 |23| 1]|16]|0| 2|o| 3[o|o| of1| 1| 47
ps | 6| 2|18[0|30[1] ofofo| of2| 2| 61 i
Sum [81[19(65(1(43(5(|75|0|2|63|6[14| 374
0 P1 P2 P3 P4 PS P6 P7
Period
W2 @d mf Ch®j Ol @n WMo Sp Ws COx Wy
B5: ARCHER \=& 37 * 1) hZEBIZE TS color DT v VBRI
amE| 2 [ale]8]5 1 [m]alp]s x|y [Sem 140 ARCHER Period-Genre Sorter for AmE
p1 | oflo|ofo|ojofo|o|o| o|o| o
P2 | o|ofofofofo|ofojo|ofof o 12
p3 | o|lo|o|o|ojo[olo|o|o|o| o
p4 | 1|1/ 1|1]| o|o|o|o|o| o|o| 0 g™
ps | 1| o|6|o| 1{20|o|o| 5|0| 1 16%
»6 | 17| o 3[o| 1[o[ s[o[o| s[o| 4| 38| = S8
p7 | 64[39|17]0| 8|1| 0|ofo| 3]|2| 1| 135
ps | 63| 2| 8|o| 1]2|2|ofo| 3]|1| 6| s8 &
Sum |146 (42 (35 (1| 11|5| 7[0|0|19[3]12| 281
0 PL P2 73 P4 PS5 P6 P7
Period
Wa Od mf COh Wj Ol @n My Dp Ms Ox Wy
[X6: ARCHER \=& 27 4 1) hFEZEIZH T B colour DY + 2 IVRIDT
amE|a]a] €831 m]ale] 2 <]y |Sum 70 ARCHER Period-Genre Sorter for AmE
P1 [0fo| o|ofo|o| o|o|o| ofo|o| o
P2 |0fo| o|ofo|o| o|o|o| ofo|o| o Se
p3 [ofo| o|ofo|o| o|o|o| ofo]o| o
p4 [8(2| s{o[3[0[12{0]0| 4[ofo] 34| 3%
?s |o|2| s|o[3[o| o|o|o| 7[0o|o| 20 %r
»6 |0]o] 2|o[o]o| o|o[o| o[o[o] 2| =%
»7 |o|o| 9|o|ofo| ofofo| 0fofo| o
P8 |o|o| ofofofo| o|ofof ofo|o| o "
Sum (8|4[24|0|6[0|12[0[0[11[0|0| 65
0

P1 P2 P3 P4 [ P6 P7
Period
Wa Od mf COh Ej O] @m Mo Op Ms COx Wy
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or ~NO—WEI R IFIC D G- LT b, F 72, 17T % o EBARH L, o
HHMEOZRED, MTOHWMIEEL G5 2708 SN 5. 20T ouwr 29U %
N0, 3EHLL EOFEIZIE or D E N/ FOMHESTHERM SN T 5

e < 18MALN AT I 2B FANDBLLAE £ 0, U or #EANO BT D301
B s Nz w9, F 72, 175540 Johnson DFFFIZEI L Cid, FHI & L CEE
DOFEROT, 2 F ) COLOR 22V TWRIET T Vil color TIE7%L 75
AFEI colour & W EMLE N B FEERH S E1A%, Wil LERORBR T OB Pei iy
ERLZE DM ELN TV A B EIN TS NS FRHMUOFLER A, RIS
ENEFIERTOREIC [REXH] Do 720, SHRBGEL T LEYPD S
7259,

6 RWLEAIEN (£ ) A9 DA

A& U ERENI TIE 2% L D b 20 B PO OFEFIZONT
SHITRHLL AT E W BI04 1) ZEFEDORRIZONT,
1710-19204E OWEA % H /N —F %, I3 A400/T5EP S 75 T v VIV B L 72N T
Y AT —I%A CLMET % FlVCTifids L 7z, A 41, COLOR D A 7% 53, Th

2 O KO HIEEE R H R # % £ L 727 T, BICOLOR, COLORLESS,
COLORATION, DISCOLORED 7 &'k 4 7 i3 % & . 32312, 31X 45 L 72 WAL Bl
DOHPERZIRT .

43 % il LT?’*.EJ@EV) 2 colour ZFWEBINTH A Z L IIHERTEZ 528 7
ANV D color ZFDRENMBEINTIEBLY, RAEIRF L2 TWAEZE
Woannh A EHBREERNE, HEREORERNEZ R LTV Z LIdHE
W REFEOREZIZOWT, BRI A N2 S AL L, LS THIZAHDB »
V) THTEROMED L) IZZ T WoNDB B2, LT L2 Tidal &

3R3: CLMET \Z& % color & colour DIEFE

BIX > (7 3 — s 2 o) or our our W3
8 11 : 1710-1780 (10480431 7% 169 1,273 0.8828
852 # : 1780-1850 (11,285,587 #fi 321 1,650 0.8371
45 31 1 1850-1920 (12,620,207 7% 203 3,242 09411
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JE - LEROMETH DA DT ) 0. NIRRT VI N RIRL B R L
TWBEHIZAZBICLTH, HEFFICAILIHEN ST Fa ZFiiciERB L T& 72
ZEDVBGMBEDTH 5.

7 19 WD 7 A1) YEFED /A

WAL, WA FE OB L 2K T 5 19O WT, 7 2 Y H EFEMH O 55 4i
& HTH ). colorlcolour MEIZRR S FTIFRIZ BT 5 KIEEDE { DEBIZ Y C
BELTEED, TNETRLTEZED, BRMIZANT, ChH0ERE, H
5IAIVTTEMELTHELZZEN) XD b, KM ZH2FTHRZL, #Z LT
EbDTHB. TANARE END color DBTFHEAET HDIZH, FEiZ191h#
FIZEED DI Z L T b, —fRI2T A V) A 3T O % 75 13 Noah Webster
(1758-1843) IZJiE 5N D 2 EHNL VA, T D X9 % R4S L b FEREH %3
HIZFMTF SN2 D TIE RV,

ZIZT, T A BIIEEIZ BT B color, humor, valor, honor 72 £ D or #F-DIE
& B A DIEL % FEREMICF A L 72 Anson OWFZER R Z M L 72w FR IS H I8
T % DIE, 1740-18404E 127 A ) A LHERCTHRAT SNAH B 5D T ¥ 5 ¥ >
TWERCIZHEOHETH L. ZNCLDE, AF) AKX our 1ICHTHT AV A
K or DFEAE X, HALIZ Webster DI & 1EF W EIM %\ Anson (47) 12 £ %
WEOT LOOHGETIAL LS.

ul

A

Most obvious is the appearance of both -or and -our through the century,
but gradual change can be detected from the -our extreme in 1740 to the -or
extreme in 1840. Only small and sporadic change occurred around the time
of Webster’s strongest influence, which suggests that if he did contribute to
the dropping of -u, his contribution was slow to take effect.

A key year appears to be 1830 — after the appearance of Worcester’s
dictionary and the public attention, during the previous decade, to Webster’s
and Worcester’s battle of dictionaries and spellers. . . .

On the whole, then, the American usage chart shows a slow but steady

movement toward the -or spelling. No doubt the movement spilled at

(59)



least into the first quarter of the twentieth century, when sporadic cases of
-our were still to be seen. Aided by later dictionaries, which have looked
to usage or other American authorities, the shift to -or is now virtually

complete.

Anson @ FLfFIZ X 7L1E, Webster (3 & UM% 12 #5e 72 TE #5585 564 Worcester) @
VFFROBFNOREIII80ELREICA LR C S5 NI T 225 E i L w»
INFETELDo72. S0, our 25 or ~NDY 7 O [T IHEHT 20T
HIZ, T ORI S LR, BB EI LRI NI R 50720 TH 5.
Webster (725) O#HIE, F Vw7 Fofillits LToRFIIL EEoTwiz
LWAE)ITHS.®

8 YEHORIFED LS 2 )7 —HamlfUR T

AETIE, B OBTOREZDIFI & LT coloricolour & ALY ¥, Z DIER
WZOWT, ERFFHERBE L I — XA R Lo OBl L T & 72 AR TEEm AT
VT LOFEFHEENZICEE > TRV E 0D, SBATHIED 5 ORIE D IR L 72 5%
LEHTIUTKDLHICF LDHONDTEAL).

EEELIIBW TR or

ol

1.COLOR D#ERIZ T 7 V5 colorem THY, F5
FEHULREHIENZE - 7.

2.7 7 Vil colorem M HFE LI 7 T Y AFEIIZB T or & our DFENH
HEU7-.
3.WFEIXCORER N T TV AFED S 1300 EEIHH L7228, wtloslics

WCT T or, our D12 EDRENIBIZIN5.

4 WPEFEMZE U T, W7 Ty AFREFRRICC OFFOMBMEI T & LTHE 2 E
WZEDL TV, TS RS 2HEMIIEIT XL our DRTHEE
2ol UL, or DR ERD, DI&HEBET L LTUT b 7.

5106 A% 2 &, VAT Y ZAM RO 5 EEA O UG O i, b
W 2 FERBR T OEE P HRADOBICALND L2k, BT or B8]
EREDRLI:. 29 L Tor & owr DWENFOALLD, wihdr xRl
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M e LTHRHALE ) LT 2 BELoB) & 1350<, RSB ER 7.

6. 17 HALEZ PO EBAE L WICIE, 2 HFEFRCBVT owr A%, T LD LRV
2BV Tor B ENDBMAEHIHAE L2 E S,

7. 8O TH S 18 WALIZIE, AEMNARTE LTHY or ICENSLTS
NbEIHT% o7

8. —77, 1755 4E T %2 2 L 72 Johnson &, ELEDFEFEOMBF%E BT
LN, T T VAN our EXFFTHIEIIHD, BOALF) AR
FOH R PEDT 7.

9.7 A ) AEFEIZBIT B or DEHITOWTIE, 1830 SEM LI Webster (B &
0" Worcester) DREN—ERERDO SN LD, Y E TIZT TIZ or ~NOH
FIVEERK SN Tz 2 A, P25t & UC/EH Lz etk ds i,

HE 2 M, PRI SRR S T & 22 MWK, or Xt our DFEAIZ,
BHEB OB EP 572 L IE VR, DALY =Y =D L) BB 28 )KL
TERILTHD or BHFTHBHE LTI, A F) RATEEICBL TRV AT
Y AW D T 7 vEENER1S AL O A H M EH O B Lz L Bbhs L, 19
PALH LD 7 2 1) A PFEIS BV TIE Webster OfililEE L CoOREIAH - 72, — 4,
our #3FFT A E LTI, PRFEM D 7 7 » AFER~NORMEDL H o 72 L, 181
FEE D Johnson D7 5 v AFEE A BT HFEEBL H - 72,

PREH O KB IC B 2 T, EEEN, B X OHESHEAEN 2 FE R LM
Tk e LCHMICHRY AT h, TORRELTERHLTELZ—D20LDDFT S
color T Y colour T& o 7z, BACHGE % JLRFRYIZHE D 2 Bl A 5 31U, color
AN 2 7 2 ) B AT T colour \ZHAI 72 4 1) AT L B#E SN DI
LEEBEAHH. LAL, CORTOEENEZORISTTOLBE oD
ELARED - C004 I LICH E v, ENLLANCIE, Z ORI IE — [R] &
W) X DIFHEC TN EIFATBLLOBLEZ) 7208 ZHECDOFT G
DIEBR S EEFAMEMBURIC S LB FOEBIEP 2 o o720 TH 5.
COLOR O#TICHT 2R Y, HFBEL OB 5 AL, 7 2 ) A EFEORIFIL,
2004EFTTH  (Z LT Jamestown H%D4004E 1T /I TH % <), A7 < & 7004
Tl TAICHEDTWEL I RETH .
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AR&, KGFE &R T2 BT 2 BRI 288 S 7 2 ) A 307 - L2 %R L

HET THBONBIFZEEITMBERKL, BRI S L1214 F) ZHEFFITHT

57 AN A FEEOSFHIRBE ABT 2 1HH IO W CRAB T 2/NELHATH 5.

2 PEACHEREI & 13 1500-19004FE D REY % & 3725, ARCHER 13160019994 D il P %

AN=FBHa—=NATHY, RIEABE LI >TwAH. 22T, HHEDENRE
R ISR ] LML TH <.

3 C OHBIRFSEA 5, Anson (48) 1XFFRLL DL & RHALDOBILRIZBET 2 kD —

BrmdBEEINZ) L LTW5.
... usage and authority work mutually and each tends to influence the other and be
influenced by it. A highly respected dictionary may influence the way an educated
public spells debated words; on the other hand, no authority — even Webster — can
hope to change a firmly entrenched spelling habit among the general public. The
chances are good that, had the public not been moving steadily toward -or forms, we
might still be spelling in favor of -our, despite Webster. While Webster may have
served as a catalyst for some spelling changes, he was not, for spelling reform, the
cause celebre many have assumed. Most of his reforms never caught on. Curiously,
spelling reform on a large scale, like Esperanto and other synthetic languages, has
never appealed to the public as have changes introduced organically and from within.
Proponents of spelling reform argue quite convincingly that their proposals meet a
real public need for simplicity, precision, and uniformity; yet often the public allows
linguistic changes that work in just the opposite direction. Usage, then, is a highly
resistant strain when it comes to ‘curing the ills’ of the language, and it ultimately

determines its own future.

BEB
[ - a—s32]

* ARCHER = A Representative Corpus of Historical English Registers 3.2 1990-2013. University
of Manchester.

* BNCweb = Hoffmann, Sebastian and Stefan Evert (eds.) 1996-2008 BNCweb CQP-edition
(Available online at http://bncweb.lancs.ac.uk/).

e CLMET =De Smet, Hendrik, Hans-Jiirgen Diller and Jukka Tyrkkd (eds.) 2013 The Corpus
of Late Modern English Texts, Version 3.0. Leuven: Department of Linguistics, University of

Leuven.
* COCA=Davies,Mark (comp.) The Corpus of Contemporary American English. 2008—.

(Available online at https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/).
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¢ COHA = Davies, Mark (comp.) The Corpus of Historical American English. 2010—. (Available
online at https://www.english-corpora.org/coha/).

* GloWbE = Corpus of Global Web-Based English. (Available online at https://www.english-
corpora.org/glowbe/).

¢ LAEME = Laing, Margaret and Roger Lass. A Linguistic Atlas of Early Middle English, 1150--
1325. University of Edinburgh, 2007. (Available online at http://www lel.ed.ac.uk/ihd/laeme2/
laeme2 .html).

e MED =Kurath,H.,S. M. Kuhn, and J. Reidy (eds.) 1962-2001 Middle English Dictionary.
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press (Available online at http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/
med/).

e OED=Simpson,J.A.and E. Weiner (eds.) 1989 The Oxford English Dictionary (2nd ed.)
Oxford: Oxford University Press (Available online as The Oxford English Dictionary Online at
http://public.oed.com/).
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