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This book is based upon two assumptions: that it is possible for an author to be better
and more important than any one of his works; and that it is possible for an author to
have a certain universal appeal and yet be so firmly attached to a particular setting as
to make a knowledge of that setting essential to a complete awareness of the appeal.
It follows that a general survey of the writing, together with representative bits and
snatches from it, and a description of the setting are necessary if the new reader is to
be properly introduced. No single book may seem worthy of translation, and yet the
author and his setting may seem worthy of a book.

It is my feeling that Nagai Kaft is such an author. (Seidensticker, Kafii the
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