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B No ruddy light shone from the windows; all was dark and gloomy. It struck me vaguely, as I
stood outside, that the house held a secret. In the large entrance-hall there were...only gloom

> ®

and deep shadows. A small light glimmered somewhere in the depths of the hall. I felt chilled.

...What a silent house this was! No sound disturbed it, not even the opening or shutting of

a door; and the silence appeared to grow more and more intense. It seemed as though an

atmosphere of wrongdoing filled the house.
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B What manner of house, what manner of people were these? What was wrong under this
roof? What was the shadow where all should have been bright? I had been tired before, but
the mystery and novelty had so excited and bewildered me that I could not rest, I could not
sleep.... I should have wept in sheer desperate pity for my own loneliness had it not been that
my thoughts were so deeply engrossed with the mystery of Ullamere. I went to sleep at last,
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thinking of beautiful face of the wife, the noble face of the husband, wondering what shadow,
what sorrow lay between them.
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B “Have you sent it away?” she asked, in a hoarse whisper. “There is nothing to send away, Lady
Culmore,” I replied. “Nothing!” she cried. “Are you quite sure? Nothing at all?” “No. What
could there be outside your window?” I began to wonder if her brain was affected. It was the
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only possible explanation of her conduct. The wind had been silent for some few minutes. Then
it rose again — the same faint sobbing round the window, a sound as natural as any could be,
but evidently full of supernatural dread to her. She sprang her feet and held up her hand again.
“Listen!” She cried. “It is nothig Lady Culmore,” I repeated. “Do you understand? It is only the
wailing of the wind.” “Ah no!” she said. “That is what it sounds like to you. Do you know what
itis like in reality? It is the crying of a little child, quite a little child, standing there. Hark! Do
you not hear it now?”
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