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SCENE 1
The bandit fort on Peach Blossom Peak, early on a spring morning, ca. 1512.
Four bandits enter from upstage right, followed by Liu Lugqi. They pose
downstage; all then move upstage, and Liu stands on the table.
LIU: (recites)
From my birth I have been brave, trained in fist, sword, knife, and stave;
greenwood heroes are my mates — at Peach Blossom Peak, I’'m head of state.
I'am Liu Luqi! Well trained in all the martial arts, I came to Peach Blossom Peak,
made my-self king, and have been free. Having no press-ing affairs, I will dress
myself as a fortune-teller and descend the mountain. Our provisions are currently low
— while enjoying the scenery, I can also hunt up a little “business.” Soldiers!
BANDITS: Sir!
LIU: Hear and obey!
(sings yaoban)
Care for our fort, matters small and great;
Liu and Bandits move downstage; inner curtain closes.
LIU: (still singing)
I will seek ill gotton wealth to liberate.

Liu and Bandits exit stage left; inner curtain opens.

—118— (263)




