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This book then, is the story of Gringoire just after. .. Armaged-
don. For it struck the writer that you hear of the men that went,
and you hear of what they did when they were There. But you
never hear how It left them. You hear how things were destroyed,

but seldom of the painful processes of Reconstruction.®®

The writer took him to mean that it is the spirit in which a job
is attacked that alone can sanctify the job — and that, in that
way, the godly grow fat at the expense of the unrighteous. Before
the war Gringoire was an ovdinary poet, such as you might see in
Soho or in various foreign underground haunts by the baker’s
dozen, eating nasty meats, drinking nasty wines, usually in nasty
company. How the war changed his heart is heve recorded.

This is therefore a Reconstructionary Tale. (18, italics mine)
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(242)

And so the veil lifted for a second: The flat lands of Essex were
there, stretching out ; flat fields ; undistinguished beneath a dull
sky. He speculated on the crops ; on the labor it took to the acre
to put in those cabbages ; on the winds that must sweep across
the comparatively hedgeless spaces. The ground looked like a
good clay. (34-35)

On the other hand, under maize, if you can water heavily once
or twice, long straw arranged in trenches, like pipes, is rather a
good wheeze. It holds the water to the roots and maize will do
with a topsoil like fire if the roots are cool. . . .

He changed heels under the puttees and considered his garden
in Kent. He was going to try growing potatoes from seeds—not
from seed-potatoes, but from the little seeds that form in the
green berries. And he was going to put a light, whitewashed

paling behind the sweet corn, on the north—to reflect the rays of
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(D)ownhill through the thistles, dusty in the hot sunlight, Grin-
goire went with immense, joyful strides. He said that he was
extraordinarily fit in those days! And an innumerable company
of swallows flew round him, waist high, just brushing the thistle-
down. “They were so near,” Gringoire said, “that they brushed
my hands, and they extended so far that I could see nothing else.
... (Dt was like walking, buoyantly, in the pellucid sunlight,
waist-high through a sea of unsurpassed and unsurpassable
azure. I felt as if I were a Greek god. It was like a miracle. . . .
On the surface I just felt myself to be a Greek god, immortal,
young forever, forever buoyant, amongst the eddies of a dark

blue and eternal sea.” (44-45)
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I suddenly began to see bits of a landscape that has pursued me
ever since—until now here I sit in it. Not quite a landscape ; a
nook, rather; the full extent of the view about one hundred
seventy yards by two hundred seventy — the closed up end of a
valley ; closed up by trees — willows, silver birches, oaks, and
Scotch pines ; deep, among banks; with a little stream, just a
trickle, level with the grass of the bottom. You understand the
idea — a sanctuary.”

There were, in those days, you will remember, no more sanctu-
aries. All nooks of the world were threatened by the tide of blue
-gray mud. We were out there to hold it back on the Somme. But
could we ?

So that was a little nook, sanctuary ; where you said “Feignits”
to destiny — with a gingerbread cottage out of Grimm. You were
a Haensel, holding some Gretel’s hand, tiptoeing, whispering,

craning forward the neck. . .. (62-63, italics mine)
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2. No Enemy : WA Ay
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And he spoke of going back there, apres la querre finie — with
the serene resignation of a man with no other imaginable destiny
before him. It was to be more toil and more toil and more toil. He
did not, apparently, ask for — certainly he did not imagine — any
other future. So that resignation is not the right word. Serenity
is. ... (193)

ZN/AES2THTHL & serenity 28§52 27T
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ETCIRBEL, —EEv Y FUACR-2LDD T AKBERSTIBES L

— 134 — (247)



RZEEHAETEEE T I RICECREST2D,

At any rate, he took part in an attack on a Prussian outpost on
Michaelmas Eve, so he had not much delayed, and his regiment
was rendered illustrious, though it cannot have given him a deuce
of a lot of training. He did not need it. He was as hard as nails
and as intelligent as the devil. He was used to forging and
grinding his own chisels. He was inured to the hardships of
poverty in great cities ; he was accustomed to hammer and chisel
at his marble for hours and hours of day after day. He was a “fit”
townsman — and it was “fit” townsmen who conducted the fight-

ing of 1914 when the war was won: it was les parigots. (210)

FeglgR & LT8R BT s iz Ak & KRS OB RICIT LB - T & 72458
HEFNLZRLIZE > TRURDEHRIZ 72, 7)) > TT i Tt s
hypocrisy to search for the person of the Sacred Emperor in a low tea
~house.” L W HENZ ELIEEFELCELY, BHFEWIBRLVWEE
ICEIEEL S LA EHEAREML 2B BHWIELEL Ten
722, AETHH ) Eu,DH ) ETT 4 TIIHEPIZE ZITWTZDTZ,

“After ten months of fighting and two promotions for gallantry,
on the field, Henri Gaudier-Brzeska, in a charge at Neuville St.
Vaast. June 5, 1915.”

Alas, when it was too late, I had learned that, to this low tea-
shop that the world is, from time to time the Sacved Emperor may
pay wvisits. So I began to want to kill certain people. I still do—for
the sake of Gaudier and those few who are like him. . . . There
are probably several Sacred Emperors still at large — though the

best of them will have been killed, as Gaudier was. (216-17,
(248) —133—
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She began talking of the interior of her house in Plugstreet ; she
described minutely all the furniture in all the apartments. In each
of the bedrooms there was a night commode in mahogany and a
statue of the Virgin, also one of the Blessed Saints, and a
priedieu, also in mahogany. . .. And now there was nothing. Every
fortnight she was permitted by the British military police to visit

her house—and she stayed there, in Nieppe, so that every

—132— (249)



fortnight she might revisit her house — which now, she said,
contained nothing. The shells were shaking it to pieces. The tiles
were all gone ; the rain was soaking into the upper floors. The
furniture was all gone — the great presses with her linen, the
wardrobes — en acajou — which had contained her black satin

dress and her husband’s Sunday clothes. ... (255-56)
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