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Summary

(1) The main part of Ishmael’s voyage takes place in 1841,
the Pequod putting to sea on Christmas Day in 1840, because he
says it was ordained by God to fall between 1840 and 1842.

(2) The calendar for December 1840 is as follows:

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

Ishmael arrives in New Bedford on Saturday, December 12, and
goes to sea two weeks later on Friday, December 25. It is possible
to account for every day of this two-week period by referring to
the descriptions given in Chapters 2 to 22.

(3) His ship is ostensibly bound for the Pacific via Cape Horn
as far as Chapter 51, in which Ishmael suddenly reveals her new
course : from the Plate to the Cape of Good Hope. The map in the
Norton Critical Edition, p.xix, appears to be in error since the
ship’s course skips the long detour. Finally, the Pequod appears to
sink near the Caroline Islands, in an area ranging approximately
from the equator to lat. 10° N. and from long. 140° to 160° E.

(4) The White Whale is presumably raised when the Sun is
in the zodiacal sign of Leo, i.e., between July 23 and August 22,
1841. The ship sinks, therefore, seven or eight months after sailing
from Nantucket. Consequently, H.Bruce Franklin is not justified
in saying that ‘‘The voiceless White Whale is not raised until
after Christmas.”” (The Wake of the Gods, p.80.)

(5) Ishmael arrives in New Bedford precisely ten years and
four days before December 16, 1850, when he says he is writing
Chapter 85.
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