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The Extasie
@

Where, like a pillow on a bed,

A Pregnant banke swel’d up, to rest
The violets reclining head,

Sat we two, one anothers best.
Our hands were firmely cimented

‘With a fast balme, which thence did spring,
Our eye-beames twisted, and did thred

Our eyes, upon one double string ;
So to’entergraft our hands, as yet

Was all the meanes to make us one,
And pietures in our eyes to get

Was all our propagation.
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As ’twixt two equal Armies, Fate
Suspends uncertaine vietorie,
Our soules, (which to advance their state,
Were gone out,) hung ’twixt her, and mee.
And whil’st our soules negotiate there,
Wee like sepulchrall statues lay;
All day, the same our postures were,
And wee said nothing, all the day.
It any, so by love refin’d,
That he soules language understood,
And by good love were growen all minde,
Within convenient distance stood,
He (though he kmew not which soule spake,
Because both meant, both spake the same)
Might thence a mew concoction take,
And part farre purer then he came.
This Extasie doth unperplex
(We said) and tell us what we love,
Wee see by this, it was not sexe,
Wee see, we saw not what did move :
But as all severall soules containe

Mixture of things, they know not what,
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Love, these mixt soules, doth mixe againe,

35
And makes both one, each this and that.
A single violet transplant,

The strength, the colour, and the size,

(All which before was poore, and scant,)
Redoubles still, and multiplies. 40

‘When love, with one another so
Interinanimates two soules,

That abler soule, which thence doth flow,
Defects of lonelinesse comntroules.

‘Wee then, who are this mew soule, know,

45
Of what we are compos’d, and made,
For, th’Atomies of which we grow,

Are soules, whom no change can invade.
But O alas, so long, so farre
Our bodies why doe wee forbeare ? 50
They are ours, though they are not wee, Wee are
The intelligences, they the spheare.
We owe them thankes, because they thus,
Did us, to us, at first convay,

Yeelded their forces, sense, to us,

55
Nor are drosse to us, but allay.



On man heavens influence workes not so,
But that it first imprints the ayre,
Soe soule into the soule may flow,
Though it to body first repaire.
As our blood labours to beget
Spirits, as like soules as it can,
Because such fingers need to knit
That subtile knot, which makes us man:
So must pure lovers soules descend
T’affections, and to faculties,
Which sense may reach and apprehend,
Else a great Prince in prison lies.
To’our bodies turne wee then, that so
Weake men on love reveal’d may looke ;
Loves mysteries in soules doe grow,
But yet the body is his booke.
And if some lover, such as wee,
Have heard this dialogue of one,

Let him still marke us, he shall see

Small change, when we’are to bodies gone.
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...... her pure, and elojuent blood

Spoke in her cheekes, and so distinctly wrought,

That one might almost say, her body nrocm.me
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But as our Soules of growth and Soules of sense
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Wee first have soules of growth, and sense, and those,

‘When our last soule, our soule immortall came,
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Were swallowed into it, and have no umﬁmv.
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Wee then, who are this new soule, know,
Of what we are compos’d, and made,
For th’Atomies of which we grow,
Are soules, whom no change can invade. (1l.45-8)
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But O alas, so long, so farre



Our bodies why doe wee forbeare ?
They are ours, though they are not wee, Wee are
The intelligences, they the spheare. (11.49-52)
U PRN T AR T IWEKAeRY T B Y DRI QIBEND S O W 5000 [ RO VEEREE D uaiha0e 3N 2
QM 022 “They are ours, though not wee, wee are” YOV BHD U000 4 MHETE-20 VIHa02°
‘intelligence ’ ZIKEJE<LIO L0V KERKS ORLKEHN [BE] -2 0 W0 2000 QOut 2500 =l &) 1488
RS QKEHA” KIKQ 1 0 ] O NHIINEA0-2Q VIO RY S L QW s8e° U Y “intelligences ” (K3<#10 B) RER
7 “spheare” (L) RERVHFIQRY 0B RN C A1 400° UQENR IVWRaNKNE [ 00 (1<) K&
ARV R WeEWI _/\Ofﬁﬂﬂﬁbﬁﬁﬂw;‘ NEYCY 20° MORKGHBN UEIHERKRONR EROR/ NP HIERE
O 5e° Ba0f« 7 ““That abler soule” £” “Wee then, who are this new soule” V" KI<#QEA | &~
BUmauL° e Bip e “intelligences” NEEIWRLI<ORZE 1 0Q02QMEF0 W S45° 10 N NERE RS
AL O KQ e BRI O | B G021 0 QRREEQIENIRE 5 448" W ROV 5 LiERidTg
LA AN Rl L UREQEAMER e wnl S S RMEREVEQ | R8N RELED O uNREN 0T | KE
a0 50 Qa0 sV RE “spheare ” REHRIY 00 B AR Y S o MEZECNIT MK DY iR 590 Adad
R’
We owe them thankes, because they thus,
Did us, to us, at first convay,
Yeelded their forces, sense to us,

Nor are drosse to us, but allay. (11.53-6)
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On man heavens influence workes not so,
But that it first imprints the ayre,
Soe soule into the soule may flow,
Though it to body first repaire. (Il.57-60)
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As our blood labours to beget
Spirits, as like soules as it can,
Because such fingers need to wﬂn
That subtile knot, which makes us man:
So must pure lovers soules descend
T’affections, and to faculties,

‘Which sense may reach and apprehend,
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Else a great Prince in prison lies. (11.61-8)
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Spirit is a most subtile vapour, which is expressed from the Bloud, and the instrument of the soule, to per-

form all his actions; a common tye or medium betwixt the body and the soule, as some will have it; or as

Paracelsus, a fourth soule of Hm&%mv.
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And if some lover, such as wee,
Have heard this dialogue of one,
Let him still marke us, he shall see
Small change, when we’are to bodies gone. (11.73-6)
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He who would save his life, must lose it.

The last shall be first.
o

Fair is foul, foul is fair.

The Child is father of the Man.
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Might thence a new concoction take
And part farre purer then he came. (11.25-8)
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Wee then, who are this new soule, know,
Of what we are compos’d and made,
For, th’Atomies of which we grow,

Are soules, whom no change can invade. (1l. 45-8)
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They are ours, though they are not wee, Wee are

The intelligences, they the spheare.



We owe them thankes, because they thus,
Did us, to us, at first convay,
Yeelded their forces, sense, to us,
Nor are drosse to us, but allay. (1. 51-6)
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On man heavens influence workes not so,
But that it first imprints the ayre,
Soe soule into the soule may flow,
Though it to body first repaire. (11.57-60)
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To’our bodies turne wee then, that so
Weake men on love reveal’d may looke;
Loves mysteries in soules doe grow,
But yet the body is his booke. (1l 69-72)
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And if some lover, such as wee,
Have heard this dialogue of ome,

Let him still marke us, he shall see



Small change, when we’are to bodies gone. (11.73-6)
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